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NOTHING BUT WORDS. 





BY MARIA J. BISHOP. 





Nothing but words, profitless words, 
Have I for an offering, Lord, — 

A sheaf of leaves, and a with’ring tree, — 
An empty and meaningless word: 


Labors of love, as the seal of grace, 
Sufferings loyal and true; 

Not speeches as empty as vanishing space, 
And brief as the morning dew. 


When we climb the hills that the martyrs 
trod, 
And stand by the pearly gate, 
Oh, what is the work we have wrought for 
the Lord 
From morn, in the vineyard, or late? 


Is it nothing but leaves,is it nothing Lut 
words, 
Dear Lord, that we bring to Thee? 
Is this all the tribute that life could afford 
For the love shown on Calvary ? 





ee 


ENIGMATICAL CHARACTERS. 





BY REY. DANIEL WISE, D. D. 





Carlyle, in his review of Boswell’s 
Life of Johnson, tries, with character- 
istic verbosity and ingenuity, to lift 
James Boswell out of the sty in which 
he delighted, and to assign him a place 
among the sons of wisdom. Conceding 
that Boswell ‘‘ was a wine-bibber and 
gross liver; ... vain, heediless, a bab- 
‘ler; had much of the sycophant, al- 
ternating with the braggadocio, curi- 
ously spiced, too, with an all-pervad- 
ing dash of the coxcomb,” he neverthe- 
less claims that ‘‘ great and genuine 
good lay in him.” 

The ground of this claim is Bos- 
well’s love and reverence of Johnson, 
He makes it seem plausible enough, 
that Bozzy could not have been im- 
pelled to pay court to the poor, ‘ rusty- 
coated scholar,” either by vanity or 
love of good dinners. Neither costly 
wine nor luxurious viands ever loaded 
the scholastic bear’s tables. Nor was 
Johnson ever held in such high regard 
by the great world as to make his 
friendship a thing to be desired by a 
merely vain man. Especially not by a 
Scottish laird, as Bozzy was, whose 
blood and lineage were sufficiently no- 
ble to give him access to the proudest 
aristocrats of his day. 

Why, then, did Boswell attach him- 
self to the learned bear, with a tenacity 
which was proof against the coarse, 
daily rebuffs of his hero, the laughter 
of the brilliant circle of wits over 
which Johnson presided, and the con- 
tempt of the outside world, which re- 
garded ‘this devout discipleship as 
nothing more than a mean spaniel- 
ship?” Carlyle traces his attachment 
to ‘* the celestial spark of goodness, of 
light, and reverence for wisdom which 
dwelt in the interior” of the man. 
James Boswell, he insists, was a “‘ real 
martyr to the high, everlasting truth 
that living wisdom is quite infinitely 
precious to man; is the symbol of the 
Godlike to him, which even weak eyes 
may discern. . . . James Boswell be- 
longed, in his corruptible part, to the 
lowest classes of mankind; a foolish, 
inflated creature, swimming in an ele- 
ment of self-conceit, but in his corrupt- 
ible there dwelt an incorruptible, all 
the more impressive and indubitable 
for the strange lodging it had taken.” 

Were we to accept Carlyle’s key to 
Boswell’s character, it would still re- 
main an enigma, how so much good- 
ness as he claims for him could co-exist 
with so much badness. Goodness and 
badness are eternally hostile ferces. 
One or the other will reign supreme in 
the human soul. Carlyle confesses 
this when he asks, ‘* What, indeed, is 
man’s life generally but a kind of beast- 
godhood? the god in us triamphing 
more and more in us over the beast, 
striving more and more to subdue it 
under his feet?” Alas! for poor Bos- 
well. Neither his record nor his apol- 
ogist gives us a particle of evidence 
that the beast was ever subdued by the 


god. So far as the reviewer shows, 





the conflict went on unnoted by Bozzy 
himself until his life was snuffed out. 
The fact is, that Bozzy and his beast 
lived together perfectly contented with 
one another. 

Carlyle is very pronounced in his 
condemnation of cant. But what is all 
his babble about Boswell’s ‘celestial 
spark of goodness,” but the worst kind 
of cant? Is there anything more false, 
more hollow, than his attempt to trans- 
figure the vanity and egotism of the 
parasitic Boswell into desires to find the 
Godlike in the wisdom of Johnson? 
Had he watched the lips of his chosen 
master only that he might gather up 
wisdom, would he have recorded in 
his really peerless book, so much that 
is frivolous, empty, profane, and value- 
less, except as illustrating the character 
of Johnson, with what is in itself 
worthy of preservation? To his wit- 
less mind the chaff and the wheat were 
of equal worth, provided only that they 
were swept from his master’s threshing 
floor. No; it was not Godlike wis- 
dom, but notoriety and literary celeb- 
rity that Boswell sought. With a de- 
gree of moral insensibility rarely, if 
ever, equaled, he deliberately avowed 
that ‘‘egotism and vanity” not only 
‘* distinguished” his mind, but that it 
was his purpose ‘‘ not to clear it of 
them,” lest something worse should 
take their places. Besides this un- 
worthy confession, he made no secret 
of his main object in courting Johnson’s 
society. It was to obtain materials for 
the biography of a man so distin- 
guished in the literary world. As 
Johnson’s biographer he hoped to win 
immortality. In this he succeeded. 
But what an immortality! He wrote 
the best biography ever printed, and 
reaped, through its unconscious reve- 
lations of his own mean, sneaking, par- 
asitic nature, the everlasting contempt 
of mankind. Gis intellectual charac- 
ter is an enigma, but there is nothing 
doubtful with respect to his moral 
status. Weigh him by the Gospel 
standard, and the scale in which he 
sits ‘* flies upward and kicks the beam.” 

We fear that there is a good deal of 
Carlylish cant floating in the minds of 
men. We hear and read much of what 
he calls, ‘‘ the union of melodious, ce- 
lestial Free Will and Reason with foul 
Irrationality and Lust:” That these op- 
posite qualities co-exist in men gen- 
erally is too true. To say that they 
unite is false. ‘‘ The flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit ;” the evil makes un- 
ceasing war on the good. The good 
must, from its essential nature, fight 
against the bad. The cant of the hour 
consists in supposing that in the mystic 
book of human destiny the good is set 
down to the man’s credit, and will be 
used in the divine balance sheet as a 
set off against his evil deeds. The 
good in us, says the sham gospel, is 
divine, indestructible, and must be, 
either in this world or the next, finally 
triumphant over the transitory bad. 
No serious matter, therefore, if the bes- 
tial does subordinate the spiritual. 
All will be right at last. 

How different is this sham from the 
real Gospel. The latter knows of no 
commercial balance sheets in the di- 
vine economy. Its theories recognize 
no cancellation of guilt by means of 
virtuous credits; no wearing out of the 
sinful in the human sou] through the 
operation of any transitory principle 
inherent in evil, or because of the sup- 
posed imperishability of the highest 
and the good in man’s nature. Its 
teaching is, that evil may conquer and 
expel the good and spoil the glory of 
the soul forever; that guilt is can- 
celled in the court of heaven only by 
mediatorial blood ; that the problem of 
every man’s life is not, is he conscious 
of the strivings of the good within him, 
but does his will so act with the divine 
grace as to first subjugate and then ex- 
pel the evil ? Not good, but good tri- 
umphant over bestial lust, groveling 
appetites, wrong affections, and all 
other Protean forms of selfishness, is 
evidence of one’s real Christian man- 
hood. 

Hence the Gospel knows nothing of 
an enigmatical character. It does, in- 
deed, recognize vacillating, unsteady, 
uncertaia characters, who try to play 
bo-peep with heaven and hell. It even 
speaks of them asif they were causes 
of hesitancy and perplexity to the all- 
patient Judge. But that perplexity is 
only the expression of a pitiful long- 
suffering which loves even when it 
punishes. Even in the midst of its 
pleadings, its voice is sternly monito- 
rial. It says to all such triflers with 
the highest problem of their existence, 
** Repent, or else I will come unto thee 
quickly and will fight against thee 
with the sword of My mouth.” It jus- 
tifies this monitorial threat by assert- 
ing the sufficiency of divine help in all 
who seek it, to put the bestial, the im- 
pure, the evil, under their feet. The 
Gospel is not a mere proclamation of 
the kindling of a ‘celestial spark” in 
the human soul, but of a divine breath- 
ing sufficient, if made welcome, to 
purge and glorify it forever. 








God may forgive sin, but it leaves a mark 
upon everything it touches, 


BOURNE’S LIFE OF JOHN LOCKE. * 





BY REY. D. SHERMAN, D. D. 





In the preparation and issue of these 
two ample and instructive volumes of 
biography, Mr. Bourne has performed 
for the thoughtful portion of the read- 
ing public a very acceptable service. 
The character he portrays is an extraor- 
dinary one. Of all the famous names 
in British history two hundred years 
ago, hardly one in any department of 
life remains so fresh in the memory of 
the English-speaking people, on both 
sides of the Atlantic, as that of John 
Locke, the metaphysician and philoso- 
pher. The more remarkable is this fact, 
as his fame rests almost solely on his 
philosophical writings. That he was 
the author of several religious, literary, 
and politicai productions; that he was 
a man of affairs, a physician, an office- 
holder under King William III, and a 
politician, is known to hardly one in a 
thousand; but who is oblivious of the 
fact that he was the author of ‘** An Es- 
say concerning Human Understanding,” 
and of ‘‘A Treatise on the Conduct of 
the Understanding ? ” 

The prominence of the philosophical 
element in his life, in some measure,ac- 
counts for the meagre character of the 
earlier biographical notices of him. His 
friends were proud of him as a philoso- 
pher; and in gathering up their memo- 
rials, presented such as set him forth as 
a thinker rather than as a man. 

The sketch of Le Clerc, published 
soon after his death, is only a eulogy, 
based on a couple of letters from Locke’s 
friends. Lord King’s life of the philos- 
opher contains much additional infor- 
mation ; but still it was felt that a more 
complete biography of so eminent a 
man,and of one who exerted such a con- 
trolling influence on speculative thought, 
ought to be produced. Mr. Bourne de- 
voted himself to the task, and in the 
work under notice has gathered up near- 
ly all the material available for the pur- 
pose. 

In the British Museum, in the Bodle- 
ian library, in the Remonstrants’ library 
at Amsterdam, in the Record office, and 
among the Board of Trade papers and 
the Shaftesbury papers, he gleaned every 
letter and document of any sort capable 
of shedding light on his narrative, and 
has arranged them in order in this work. 
So far as materials are concerned, the 
biography may be considered perfect 
and authoritative. The author sets be- 
fore us not only the philosopher but the 
man. In the familiar letters here given, 
you see him at his studies, in his mo- 
ments of unbending among his friends, 
in the practical and familiar affairs of 
life, discharging the duties of his pro- 
fession, or of the offices he held under 
the government. In a word, the pict- 
ure given in outline by former biogra- 
phers, is filled out and rendered life-like 
by the minute details and touches of the 
literary artist. 

John Locke had the good fortune to 
live in a remarkable age. The son of 
an attorney of the same name, he was 
born at Wrington, a village in Somer- 
setshire, Aug. 29, 1632. He died Oct. 
28th, 1704. Ho was a cbild when the 
great rebellion broke out in 1640 under 
Charles I; he saw the restoration of the 
Stuarts in 1661; and had some hand in 
their final expulsion in 1688, and in the 
introduction of William of Orange. 
Through the agency of Colonel Alex 
Papham, in whose household the elder 
Locke was a steward, he was sent in 
1646 to Westminster school, where, by 
his proficiency in learning, he soon be- 
came a ‘‘ king’s scholar,” and in 1651 
he was elected to Christ Charch College, 
Oxford. Here he became distinguished 
for bis scholarship, aud in 1655 received 
his B. A., and in 1658 his M. A., when 
he applied himself to the study of med- 
icine. As student, reader and leeturer, 
he remained at the university until 1665, 
with an interval spent on the Continent 
as secretary to Sir Walter Vane. 

In 1666 he was introduced to Lord Ash- 
‘ey, afterwards the first earl of Shaftes- 
bury, to whom he became serviceable 
asa physician. The attachment of these 
two remarkable men at once became 
strong, and Locke was prevailed upon 
to take up his residence at this noble- 
man’s house in order to aid him in bis 
political and philosophical studies. In 
this new home he found the means of 
acquaintance with the chief men of the 
day, both political and literary. In 
1668, on the invitation of the Earl] of 
Northumberland, be accompanied him 
to France; and during the ensuing year 
he aided Lord Ashley, then chancellor 
of the exchequer, in preparing a con- 
stitution for the State of Carolina, and 
in managing the education of his son, 
the father of the author of the famous 
Characteristics. 

In 1672 Ashley, having been created 
Earl of Shaftesbury and raised to the 
dignity of chancellor, appointed Locke 
to the office of secretary of Presenta- 
tions, and later, secretary to the Board 
of Trade. In 1682, when that noble- 
man was obliged to retire to Holland 
from a supposed implication in intrigues 





* The Life ot John Locke, By H.R. Fox Bourne. 





In two volumes, New York: Harper and Broth- 
ers, 1876, Boston Ox sale by A, Williams & Co. 





to overthrow the reigning house, Locke 
accompanied him in his exile. The ac- 
cession of William and Mary in 1688 
brought him back to London, where 
honors from the new sovereign awaited 
him; but the state of his health obliged 
him to leave London, and in 1691 he 
went to reside at Oates, the seat of Sir 
Francis Masham, in Essex, whose wife, 
a daughter of Dr. Ralph Cudworth, au- 
thor of the ** Intellectual System of the 
Universe,” was an early acquaintance 
of the philosopher. There he continued 
in his literary work to the close of life 
in 1704, 

Locke, though possessing various 
merit as author, physician, educator 
and citizen, will be chiefly remembered 
asa philosopher. He lived in a transi- 
tion period. The philosophy of Aris- 
totle, which merely assumed a chrysa- 
lis form in the schoolmen, was yielding 
to the experimental philosophy of Ba- 
con. Bacon was the John the Baptist 
of the new learning; he sounded the 
death-knell of the authoritative school, 
and introduced the true method of ad- 
vance in the inductive; and Locke was 
one of the earliest and best-instructed 
evangelists to prociaim the full Gospel 
of human reason. He did much to de- 
fine and limit the new scheme. Leaving 
reason untrammeled, hé yet bade her 
keep to her own domain and not at- 
tempt things impossible to her weak 
powers. The ‘‘ Essay on the Under- 
standing ” is a gauging and testing the 
instrument of study. 

Above almost all his philosophical 
peers, Locke displayed the aptitude and 
genius for philosophical investigation, in 
intellectual keenness and penetration, 
in a rare balance of powers, in good 
sense, in patience of research, and in 
the candor, the love of truth, and the 
childlike simplicity which Bacon held to 
be the most indispensable qualifications 
of the student. ‘* He that would seri- 
ously set upon the search of truth ought 
in the first place to prepare his mind 
with a love of it. He that loves it not 
will not take much pains to get it, nor 
be much concerned when he misses it. 
There are very few lovers of truth, for 
truth’s sake, even ameng those who 
persuade themselves they are so.” * 
Locke exemplified his own precept. 

** Our first and great duty, then, is to 
bring to our studies and to our inquiries 
after knowledge, a mind covetous of 
truth, that seeks after nothing else, and 
after that impartially, and embraces it, 
how poor, how contemptible, how un- 
fashionable soever it may seem.” ¢ Well 
if all philosophers would conform to 
this canon! The true philosopher is a 
learner rather than an authority. 

The value of Locke’s services to sci- 
ence is seen rather in the spirit of in- 
quiry he awakened, in the impulse giv- 
en to mind, than-in the system he con- 
structed. That system—a negative 
critique on Descartes’ innate ideas — 
was necessarily imperfect. No one re- 
alized it more fully than the author, and 


no one, on the reception of new light, ! 


would be more ready to modify it. Oth- 
ers are able to philosophize better by the 
advantage of Locke’s example both in 
success and failure. 

Aside from the system proposed, the 
wrilings of Locke abound in valuable 
suggestions on the laws of the mind and 
the methods of study. In the sense of 
easy reading, they will never be popu- 
lar; he is to be studied rather than read. 
Rough and rugged in the exterior, like 
the bark of the cinnamon tree, his books 
are yet sweet and nutritive to him who 
has patience slowly to chew them. 

His mode of study was with pen in 
hand. Ina letter he says, ‘‘ You say 
you lose many things because they slip 
from you. I have had experience of 
that myself. But for that my Lord Ba- 
con has provided a sure remedy ; for, as 
I remember, he advises somewhere nev- 
er to go without pen and ink or some- 
thing to write with; and to be sure not 
to neglect to write down all thoughts of 
moment that come into the mind. The 
thoughts that come unsought, and, as it 
were, dropped into the mind, are com- 
monly the most valuable of any we have, 
and therefore should be secured, be- 
cause they seldom return again.” f 

The death of Locke, like all else about 
that remarkable man, was extremely 
sensible and normal. He became dis- 
engaged from life like ripe fruit from the 
bough. His faculties remained perfect 
to the last. Death crept slowly towards 
him. ‘*My work here,” he said, ‘is 
almost at an end, and I thank God for 
it.” ** I am in perfect charity with all 
men, and in sincere communion with 
the whole Church of Christ by whatever 
name His followers call themselves.” 
He exhorted Lady Masham to look on 
this world only asa state of preparation 
for a better. ‘ As for me I have lived 
long enough, and I thank God I have 
enjoyed a happy life; but after all, this 
life is nothing but vanity.” He charged 
all to read the Scriptures, and by their 
light to regulate their lives. He then 
heartily thanked God ‘* for all His good- 
ness and mercies; above all for His re- 
demption of me by Jesus Christ.” After 





*Essay on Human Understanding, Book IV, 
Chap. 19. 
t Meth. ds of Study. Life TI. 363, 


3 Lite, yol. 17; p1ge 474, 


dozing some hours in his easy-chair, he 
asked for the reading of the Psalms. But 
before the reading had progressed far 
he grew restless, and raising his hands 
he closed his eyes; the spirit, without a 
sigh or a struggle, had passed into the 
invisible realm. 








LETTER FROM HOLLAND. 


Whocan explain thecharm that hangs 
about the very names of certain lands ? 
Italy !—thoughts of her fair skies mingle 
in our boyish longings, and hold their 
sway in our later dreams. But why ? 
We may think of her lost greatness, and 
in her faded glory hope to picture to 
ourselves the grandeur that is gone; 
we may remember Rome, and long to 
walk the streets where we can almost 
catch the echo of the tread of her victo- 
rious, returning legions ; we may dream 
of floating through the shadowy water- 
streets of Wenice, peopling in our 
thought her crumbling palaces with the 
one-time rulers of the sea; we may long 
to stand before her treasures of brush 
and chisel, to print upon our minds the 
forms of beauty which master hands 
have caught and fixed on the canvas or 
in the stone; we may half hope to see 
‘sweetly smiling, sweetly speaking 
Lalage,” or the calm, sad face of 
Beatrice or Petrarch’s Laura, or Juliet 
listening for her lover’s footstep, or 
even Hilda leaning from her tower 
window to watch the circling doves. 

But when all this is done, when we 
have recalled her history, when we 
have gone through the long list of 
fiction’s figures whose names are linked 
with hers, there stil] remains in ‘‘ Italy ” 
a charm which no analysis can find. 
And when we have been there, when so 
many of our cherished illusions have 
vanished, when we have seen the clouds 
in her fair sky, we are no sooner away 
than we wish ourselves back again. 
You know the old legend, that whoever 
drinks of the water that flows from the 
fountain of Trevi will have a never-to- 
be-quieted longing to see Rome again. 
He may travel over mountains and 
across seas, but it will go with him, 
and sooner or later drive him back to 
the Eternal City. The magic Nes not 
only in Trevi’s clear water; it isin all 
Italy’s air. 

And the land of Isis, the home of the 
Pharaohs, who has not felt it— the 
cord that seems to draw him to the feet 
of the solemn, silent Sphinx P 

To me Holland — yes, dull, prosaic, 
money-loving and money-getting Hol- 
land—has always had this same un- 
accountable charm; and when we left 
Brussels, and were fairly on our way to 
Amsterdam, visions of the dykes, of the 
boy who saved his country by holding 
his thumb over the little hole which that 
one trickling drop of water would but 
for him have widened to a chasm (I 
used to read that story in my Sunday- 
school paper where it was put before 
good little boys as an example of how 
they must look out for the little sins), 
of the wind-mills, the canals, and, above 
all, of the clean little city where every- 
body walked in their slippers so as not 
to soil the streets, floated confusedly 
through my mind. 

When we reached the border, we 
found that in reality the Dutch had 
taken Holland, and had introduced 
their own language. No one of the 
party having had the requisite diligence 
to learn even the few phrases which 
will suffice to procure the necessaries 
of life, including railway tickets, in 
even the strangest of strange languages, 
we made a practical use of our moder- 
ate knowledge of comparative phi!olo- 
gy. and by a judicious mingling of Ger- 
man and English, with the addition of 
a French word occasionally to give tone 
to. the sentence, and a guess at the 
pronunciation, we succeeded in mak- 
ing our wants known. Of course it is 
almost always easy to find some one 
who speaks either French, German or 
English; in fact, I was told that im 
Amsterdam a young man in order to 
obtain a position as clerk must be able 
to write and speak two languages be- 
sides his mother-tongue ; but equally, of 
course, just when you are in an extra- 
ordinary hurry, the desired polyglot 
individual is not at hand. One can, if 
one happens to belong to either of those 
three favored nations, America (En- 
gland), France or Germany, travel all 
over Europe without a smattering of 
any other tongue than the one which 
his mother taught him; but itis not a 
pleasant thing to do. A gentleman 
told me that he came to Europe intend- 
ing to spend a year here, but went 
home at the end of two months chiefly 
because he felt so ‘‘lost” in not being 
able to talk or to be talked te. Even 
French sometimes fails. An acquaint- 
ance of mine who spoke French fluent- 
lv, but knew nothing at all about Ger- 
man, wanted to have his hair cut while 
in Leipsic, and either forgetting that 
his knowledze of German did not ex- 
tend beyond a miserably incorrect pro- 
nunciation of ‘‘ Ja” and ‘‘ Nein,” or 
depending on the universal language 
of signs, he repaired to the studio of a 
tonsorial artist, and, seating himself in 





the chair, pointed to his head saying, 
in French, ‘‘ not too short.” The wield- 
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er of the shears, who knew just as 
much about French as he did about 
Chaldee, and no more, thought it would 
be the polite thing to say ‘‘Ja;” so he 
said it, and proceeded to cut his cus- 
tomer’s hair as short as the size of the 
scissors would permit, answerixg all re- 
monstrances with the inevitable “ Ja.” 
Finally the matter became serious; and 
secing that the longer he stayed the 
sborter his hair was, he could stand it 
no longer, and jumping up from the 
chair, he heaped a torrent of abuse in 
English and French upon the uncon- 
scious offender; then, pulling his hat 
over his cropped head, he proceeded 
to the railway station to buy a ticket for 
Puris ‘‘ where they understood a man 
when he said anything.” The moralis, 
always learn something about the lan- 
guage of the country before you have 
your hair cut, 

Long, flat stretches of land, only re- 
lieved in their monotony by the canals 
and the windmills, are all that Holland 
affords in the way of landscape; but 
this very monotony where the land 
seems to reach way out to the blue sky 
(and one hardly knows whether it is 
land or sea that thus fades away in the 
distance), is peculiar. I imagine that 
this sameness with which the Hollander 
is, generation afier generation, sur- 
rounded, has some part in the produc- 
tion of that stolid, conservative type of 
character for which the nation is fa- 
mous. This conservatism is well seen 
in the century-old customs which still 
exist. Even there, however, they are 
beginning to fade out. The railway 
and the printing press seem destined 
to reduce all parts of the world as far as 
customs, dress, and perhaps language, 
are concerned, to copies of one pattern. 

In Germany this process is progress- 
ing very rapidly, and even now it is 
only in the little villages that one sees 
the peculiar costumes and has an op- 
portunity to observe the curious cus- 
toms of which he bas heard or read. In 
Holland it is different, and the passing 
traveler whose route does not extend 
beyond the cities, sees many a quaint 
cap or head-dress, gown or coat, that 
might have served as a model to Ten- 
iers or Jan Steen. 


The church clocks are so arranged 
that they not only strike the quarters, 
but chime them, and it is very pleasant 
in the quiet evening to hear them every 
fifteen minutes break out into some 
pretty little air from an opera or some 
well known song. Another custom is 
rather more inclined to be startling. I 
was sitting by the open window in Am- 
sterdam one evening; the whole city 
was quiet, and the warm summer air 
was not even stirred by a breath of 
wind, when suddenly a loud, crashing, 
rattling sound roused me from the half- 
dreaming, half-waking reverie into 
which I had fallen. I jumped to my 
feet, and my first thought was that the 
whole building wag falling to pieces. 
A glance at the ceiling showed it to be 
still intact. Leaning out of the win- 
dow I found the cause of the uproar. 
The night-waichman was passing, and 
had chosen the instant when directly 
under my window to spring his rattle. 
And such a rattle! so large that he 
was obliged to use both hands in its 
manipulation, I was rather ashamed of 
my fright, but have still a very distinct 
recollection of the bewildered alarm 
which the harmless instrument caused 
in my mind. 

The wealth of the peasant class is 
shown by,the immense gold and silver 
ornaments for the head which they 
wear. I was told that the wearing of 
imitation or plated ornaments of this 
sort is almost utterly’ unknown, and 
they certainly must cost an immense 
amount of money, for they are in some 
parts of the country so large as almostto 
conceal the hair. We often saw the 
aansprekers, as the men are called 
who upon the occurrence of a death in 
any of the.well-to-do families, proceed 
from house to house announcing the 
fact to all friends ef the deceased. They 
wear black frock coats, knee-breeches, 
stockings and low shoes, and their 
three-cornered hats are covered by a 
long, black crape veil which bangs in 
two streamers behind them, reaching 
almost to the ground. 

Another custom which exists in some 
of the Dutch cities is one which might 
be well imitated by their more pro- 
gressive neighbors of other lands. 
When a member of the family is sick, 
a bulletin is posted on the door every 
morning, recording how the night was 
passed and the present state of the pa- 
tient. Anxious friends can thus learn 
every day the condition of the invalid 
without disturbiag the members of the 
family, who at such times have enough 
to do without being obliged to receive 
calls of sympathy. 

The real Dutch festivals are the 
kirmessen, Here the lower classes 
find that amusement from which hard 
work debars them during the rest of 
the year. Servants in hiring them- 
selves stipulate for certain free days 
during the kirmessen. They are often 
the scenes of intemperance and disor- 
der, and of late years the authorities 





bave made attempts to abolish them, 
the attcupt in qme case this year re- 


sulting in rather a serious riot. It is 
customary for the girls to attend these 
fairs with their sweethearts, and when 
these are not forthcoming they are of- 
ten hired, it being a great reproach to 
a girl not to be at the kirmessen with 
her lover. As in Germany, one of the 
chief attractions is the ‘* waffle-booths.” 
The waffles are baked in one division 
of tke booth, and in the other there are 
little stalls where they are eaten hot 
from the griddle. 

The war against dirt in Holland is 
something to make an Irishman dubi- 
ous of Dutch sanity. An early morn- 
ing walk (in Amsterdam, for instance) 
gives one some idea of it. In front of 
every house there are two or three ser- 
vants with neat white caps, dresses just 
short enough not to become soiled by 
contact with the sidewalk, and wooden 
shoes, sometimes painted white, en- 
gaged in washing the steps and the 
sidewalk, and shaking out all the little 
mats and rugs which the house con- 
tains. One little town (I think it is 
Broeck) is kept as a sort of show- 
place. Every particle of dirt is as in- 
dustriously followed and exterminated 
as though it were some poisonous in- 
sect. Ihave been told that at the en- 
trance of the town there is a notice re- 
questing smokers not to allow the 
ashes from their pipes or cigars to fall 
out upon the street. 

I should like to tell you something 
about the dykes and the windmills, but 
see that my letter has already reached 
an alarming length. 

T. B. Linpsay. 








FROM OUR EXCHANGES. 


In the case of accidents the ethical ele- 
ment is not quite so manifest. A cyclone 
drives one white wave of the Atlantic ocean 
over East India Islands. The people dic 
because they stand in the track of that freak 
of nature. A wider philosophy, however, 
steps forward and says, that is not a freak; 
it is the direct ard calculable result of natu- 
rallaw. Anda still wider philosophy will 
not be content with the law, but will go 
back of its irresponsible might — will in- 
quire for the Lawgiver and H s intelligent 
purpose. It will trace that apparently ac- 
cidental wave back to its beginning. It will 
find its cause in the chemical structure of 
the atmosphere, in the inclination of the 
earth’s axis to the plane of the ecliptic, and 
in solar influences. And that will lead to 
the God who planted the sun in the heay- 
ens, and conditioned all its influence over 
the atmosphere. It will be seen that God 
cannot start the world-machine and then 
abdicate. That His laws are the stately 
servants who stand round His throne, and 
are ready to de His will. So the word acci- 
dent will drop out of our philosophy; and it 
will appear that calamities that find expres- 
sion through natural causes, whether borne 
on the wings of wind or flame, come from 
God now, as truly, if not as directly, as 
when He sent floods to Pharaoh or flames to 
Sodom. Law is the rhythm to which disas- 
ter moves. — The Interior. 

It will be a happy day when there is s 
new culture of the moral elements in men 
with reference to their daily tasks of every 
kind. A man ®Sught to forge an iron bolt 
that is to go into a railroad bridge as if the 
eye of God was on him. He that is faithful 
in the least is faithful also in much, He 
ought to manufacture furniture, cloth, or 
any fabric for human use and wear, as before 
the all-seeing eye. He ought to make his 
steam boiler, his car, bis ship, his bridge, to 
stand the test of the eternal law. To do 
otherwise is to commit a crime, as well as to 
commit a miserable folly. Hundreds of 
lives are lost yearly by accidents occurring 
through defective material or workmanship 
in the carriages we ride in, the beds we re- 
pose on, the chairs we sit in, the implements 
we use, or the weapons weemploy. A rail- 
road puts in a cheap culvert, and it costs a 
bundred thousand dollars to repair damages. 
The shabby, shoddy workmanship of the 
age is the disgrace of our civilization, and its 
bitter cost, too. For bad work is always the 
dearest. One of the things most needed in 
modern days is honest, honorable work; 
work with the conscience in it; work that 
will stand the divine test and scrutiny. — 
Vermont Chronicle. 

If one is not made better by winter, the 
fault must be hisown. All the conditions 
of improvement —time, freedom, invitation 
—are supplied, and allreal betterment will 
have a mixture of religion. The sense of 
things unseen is so thoroughly one, how- 
ever we may get it, that the serious and sad 
thoughts of winter will have in them a 
heavenward aspiration; the hope of spring 
will have an unde: flowfog hope of life ever. 
more. The social temper will attune us to 
the fellowship above; helping and tending 
the weak and the poor in field or village 
will prepare us to work for God. Here are 
no compulsions. We may live through 
winter, and feel no seriousness or faitbful- 
ness; the Father’s method is invitation. He 
reconciles us to Himself. ‘ Come! Come!’’ 
He cries in summer wind and winter blast; 
but none is compelled to follow, or restrained 
from foolish sleep. Happy those who per- 
ceive tke royal footprints, and hear the wel- 
coming voice—to whom winter means 
closeness to God and lessons from His lips. 
— The Methodist. 

The Church undertakes to make the most 
out of men. Mortals are seldom valuable 
for what they are, but for what they may 
become. They are prophecies. They take 
on greatness in their possibilities, like that 
celebrated “‘ penny which the mathemati- 
cian (Kellogg) put eut on interest at six per 
cent., compound, at the birth of Christ, and 
which now amounts to more globes of solid 
gold the size of our earth than there are 
dollars in the national debt.” Men have 
this value compounded through eternity. 
So the Church takes the job of saving and 
securing these growing investments. The 
Church must seize upon the germs of 





power for the growths and greatness of to- 
auriowi. <= Christian ldcocate, 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


OLD WINE IN OLD BOTTLES. 


Semi-Centennial Address by REV. AMOS 
BINNE#, delivered in Lowell, at the ses- 
sion of the New England Conference in 
1876, and published at the request of the 
New England Conference Historical So- 


ciety. 
[Concluded.] 


My second appointment was to L. C., 
at what was called ‘Little Rhoda’s 
jumping-off place.” Here a small soci- 
ety had been gathered, but, owing to the 
misconduct of my predecessor, I found 
the little flock much scattered. They 
had been for some time without a shep- 
herd, and did not expect nor even de- 
sire one. Thus much was frankly told 
me on my arrival at the house of Broth- 
er S., the chief man of the society. I 
told bim that neither I nor the Presiding 
Elder was to blame, as we were both 
newly appointed to our fields of labor; 
and since it would be six weeks before 
the Presiding Elder’s first visit, I would 

like to tarry till he came. So he very 
kindly offered me and my family the 
best accommodations his house could 
give, with an extra family of twenty in 
the midst of haying time. Thus enugly 
domiciled, the two families had become 
mutually endeared, when the Presiding 
Elder arrived; who, after a brief look- 
out upon the state of things, gave me 
permission to leave or stay, as I might 
think best. The sisters, having formed 
a society of their own, urged us to re- 
main, and the conclusion was, ‘not to 
give up the ship.” So we ‘fought it 
out on that line,” in the name of the 
Lord, who enab‘ed us to gather up the 
scattered sheep, and add to the number 
a goodly band of converts. The yvar 
passed, andthey wished us to remain, 
but I told them that I belonged to the 
itinerancy, and that my brethren had a 
right to share the cream with me; so, 
being farmers, they took the hint and 
let me off. The seed sown during the 
year fell into good ground, which has 
since resulted in much fruit, and the 
erection of acommodious church edifice. 

My next appointment was to M., a 
three weeks’ circuit, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. It embraced nine towns, in 
none of which was a parsonage to be 
found; so we were forced again to ac- 
cept the offer of a temporary home in a 
private family —a family the memory 
of which will ever be dear to me. With 
a heart more roomy than their house, 
they would have gladly retained us a 
second year; but, hoping for the best, 
we chose to be removed; and, accord- 
ingly, we were sent to S., in Connecti- 
cut (anew State every year thus far). 
Here a new society had been formed by 
a revivalist, who ‘haf left them in the 
expectation of his certain return. So, 
of course, they did not ‘‘ look for anoth- 
er;” and when he came, they, Pharaoh- 
like, ‘*‘ knew not Joseph.” As my Pre- 
siding Elder, too, if I had any, seemed 
not to recognize me either by visit or 
counsel, I at last took my family back 
to M., our last home of welcome, and 
returned myself as a volunteer mission- 
ary to the regions beyond end round 
about S., where several large societies 
now exist. For this irregularity I was 
never called to an account, on the 
ground, I suppose, that when one has 
done what he could, and wrought a 
good work, he ought, at least, to be let 
alone. 

Several of my subsequent appoint- 
ments were to city Churches — some of 
which had then a small house of wor- 
ship, others had none. In one of the 
latter there are now five church edifices, 
and in another three; and instead of the 
one hundred members which we found 
there, or the two huntlred we left, there 
are now probably a thousand. Thus 
one soweth and another reapeth; yet, 
** neither is he that planteth, nor he that 
watereth, anything; but God that giv- 
eth the increase;” and ‘‘every man 
shal) receive his own reward, accord- 
ing to his own labor, that all may re- 
joice together.” 

At different places and times, several 
amusing incidents occurred, some of 
which may be told to profit. For in- 
stance, our strict immersionist brethren 
may be interested in the following: A 
lady who had long wished to be im- 
mersed, but had deferred it because of 
her husband’s opposition, came to me 
to have the rite performed. I reasoned 
with her as to the mode, and particular- 
ly in view of her hushand’s objections. 
She said she must be immersed, to fol- 
jow her Lord’s example, and persistent- 
ly asserted, ‘‘ There is no other way.” 
So the time was fixed upon, and also 
the place —at a pond near her resi- 
dence. She, supposing her husband 
was away from home, showed me a 
room where I might prepare for the oc- 
casion. On openirg the door, I met the 
man, who, in a state of madness, bade 
me leave the house at once. I told him 
I had not come as an intruder, nor to 
interfere in their family matters, but, 
since the whole neighborhood were al- 
ready waiting at the water to witness 
her baptism, for him to thus abruptly 
prevent it, would sadly damage his high 
repute as a kind husband and gentle- 
man; and that, for his own sake as well 
as hers, he had better genteelly wait up- 
on her to the water and back. This 
touched his pride so far that he repented 
and went. He was soon after convert- 
ed and became an active member of the 
Church. At the pond, finding only 
about two feet depth of water — hardly 
sufficient for an immersion — I required 
the candidate to kneel; but she, being 
very timid, consented only in part, re- 
serving the power to spring up if she 
wished. So the attempt resulted in but 
a partial immersion. I proposed an- 
other attempt, but she refused, saying, 
‘*f am perfectly satisfied.” So nothing 
more was said about there being ‘‘ no 
other way.”> 

The following incident may illustrate 
the religious views and practice preva- 
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lent in the fashionable society of the day. 
I was the invited guest of a very 
wealthy merchant, a professed religion- 
ist, yet somewhat eccentric, At supper, 
while the servants were passing the 
food, the mistress was making signs to 
ber husband, to have a blessing asked. 
“‘Oh,” said he, ‘I thought the latest 
fashion was to have it at dinner only.” 
After supper I proposed a short prayer. 
**Oh, yes, certainly,” said he, **the 
shorler the better!” Thisreminded me 
of the practice of a very devout brother 
preacher who prayed often, but prayed 
short, and sometimes queerly. For in- 
stance, on being appointed to a place 
not exactly to his liking, he proposed to 
change often with his neighbor, who 
thought best to defer it for the present. 
Upon which the brother, dropping upon 
his knees, offered the following words, 
verbatim: ‘“‘O Lord, we have just re- 
ceived our appointments, not knowing 
much about them. If Brother R. has a 
mind to change, we will, and if he won't, 
we won't.” This I mention, to show that 
in prayer he talked to God as to a 
familiar friend, who does not require 
much speaking. 

It may be well, perbaps, to close these 
reminiscences by referring to the fact, 
that some of them, as related in Confer- 
ence several years ago, were the occa- 
sion of my appointment to the office of 
Presiding Elder. It was at Lynn, where 
we had been long detained by tedious 
iterations about the poor circuits and 
hard fare of certain grumblers, who, at 
any business, couldn't,as one said, ‘‘get 
a living if they died.” To rebuke them 
I had threatened the Conference with a 
speech, which, being the first 1 had ever 
| attempted, was loudly called for. So I 
gave them the before-told story of my 
earlier itinerant experiences, and then 
added, addressing the chair, ‘‘ Now 
Bishop Hedding, if there be another 
Scrabble-town on your list, where your 
humble servant has not already scrab- 
bled, and these brethren all ask to be 
excused, please note, ‘ Here am I; send 
me.’” The result was my appointment 
as Presiding Elder to the hardest dis- 
trict of the Conference; and also, as 
financial agent for the Wesleyan Uni- 
versity. This last was in answer to the 
request of Dr. Olin, who had heard the 
speech, and was in pursuit of some one 
to collect, if possible, an old, hopeless 
subscription of $6,000, which, suffice it 
to say, was made good, free of cost, at 
the next Conference. 

Such, in brief, are some of the lights 
and shadows, as they might be called, 
of my itinerant life; but, as a whole, I 
regard them in the light of sunny mem- 
ories — life scenes which can never be 
repeated, except by way of sweet rec- 
ollections. The few thorns have been 
outnumbered, and made harmless by 
the roses. True, events have occurred 
causing natural sadness: Father, moth- 
er, sisters, brothers (twelve in all) have 
long since left me, like the last rose of 
summer, standing alone; the school and 
playmates of my childhood have, most, 
if not all, deceased ; all but one of nine- 
teen Conference class-mates are gone 
from their labors to their reward; and 
the fathers, where are. they? Absent 
from the body, present with the Lord. 
A few only remain as their representa- 
tives,to remind us of their sublime lives, 
and the duty of leaving behind us like 
footprints on the sands of time. 

For the last fifteen ‘years, ill health 
has prevented me from serving in the 
active ministry; but my time and 
strength have been wholly devoted in 
preparing a forthcoming work, which 
may serve to promote the cause of the 
Church longer and better than its author 
could have done, in any other way. For 
me to live is Christ, that He may be 
magnified in my body, whether it be by 
life, or by death. The earthly house 
will soon be dissolved, and it matters 
little with me wkere the body falis, or 
whether a stone shall tell where it lies, 
provided the soul be with Christ to 
await the better resurrection, the final 
reunion with its spiritual body; which 
hope we now have as an anchor to the 
soul, 
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BY PROF. A. B. HYDE, D. D. 


We still send petroleum to Boston, 
and the HERALD, still the best of our 
Church papers, comes to illuminate us. 
Could we not have it, we should feel 
the quenching of our cynosure. The 
astronomy of the future tells us that, 
for all our traditions, the sun is dark 
and cold; deluding while it blesses us 
in generating light and heat at the ends 
of its invisible galvanic wires in the 
lower strata of our atmosphere. Is the 
HERALD Office chill and gloomy, while 
it dispels coldness and darkness at the 
end of its currents ? 


THE OIL DISTRICT 

is still the best known part of our re- 
gion. All is now life and prosperity 
therein. The demand is in excess of 
production, so that thé reserves in the 
tanks are wanted. Oil at $3 a barrel 
— about thirty cents per gallon refined 
—is prosperity. It is now worth $4. 
Old style wells of three thousand bar- 
rels daily, no longer occur; one bun- 
dred barrels and less, is the present 
order. But the cost of a well is, by 
improved processes, reduced from 
$6,000 to 1,500, and pumping costs 
trom ten to twenty cents per barrel; 
so a four-barrel well has value, and 
there are wells yielding one barrel — 
several such being pumped by one en- 
gine. Wide tracts of exhausted oil 
lands lie worthless, and all the more 
dreary for the ghostly derricks remain- 
ing; yet new territory opers, and the 
oil will outlast the forests. 


OTHER PROSPERITY 


comes with material prosperity. The 
‘** blues” that distressed the New York 
Preachers’ Meeting are not rioting 





here. In the oil district our Churches 
are all in health and growth. In Oil 
City, Snyder, the architect of the Ak- 
ron edifice, is building something ex- 
cellent on the very best site in the city, 
which will give Methodism a ‘‘ fit resi- 
dence. At Sandy Lake —but space 
will fail me to tell all. God has raised 
up a gentle, gifted woman to help in 
building His spiritual Church, a Miss 
Stratton, by whose labors more than 
three hundred in Coopertown, and 
about that number in Franklin, have 
come to the Saviour; this Christmas 
marks to them the Dayspring from on 
high. Her career is just beginning, 
and we are hopefal; she is so calm, 
and wise, and spiritual, and earnest. 


ALLEGHENY COLLEGE, 

our central educational interest, has 
not been so prosperous as now, since 
its foundation. Its attendance has 
this year increased over 50 per cent., 
which can hardly be said of any other 
college in the land. Its order and dis- 
cipline are admirable. This is due to 
many things: Its president, Dr. Bug- 
bee, was just the man to enter into the 
labors of his worthy predecessors. He 
is full of energy, and longing for prog- 
ress. His hopefulness is contagious, 
and helps strangely in getting the 
things hoped for. The trustees and 
citizens of Meadville make a vigorous 
rally for the college, as do the preach- 
ers of the Conference. * Thus, it is now 
a living centre. Its agents are steadily 
working up an increase of its endow- 
ment, to which the students gave 
$1,000. 

For years its commencement has 
been pestered by the appearance of 
some vile, slanderous sheet. This year 
the vengeance of the law has fallen 
heavily on its authors, and the result 
has been greatly beneficial to the moral 
sentiment of the college. Some twenty 
young ladies are in attendance. 


POLITICS 


come to us as to the rest of the land. 
The thing notable just now is the 
weight of personal character, even in 
troublous times. This is a region 
heavily Republican. Our most impor- 
tant office is that of presiding judge. 
In Crawford and Venango counties, 
the Democrats presented men learned 
in the law, devout, God-fearing men, 
members of Christian Churches, against 
whose character and ability not a 
tongue could wag. The Republicans 
brought, and ceuld bring, no such 
men. These good men went into the 
high office. All good men were glad. 





TROY CONFERENCE CORRESPOND- 
ENCE. 





BY REV. P. P. HARROWER. 





Does God call a man to preach the 
Gospel, and then allow him no place to 
do this work? Does He give a man 
such a call, and not give the Church 
light whereby to recognize the fact ? 
For a time, from various causes, this 
may exist, but, if he who has the call 
shall be true, and the Church have any 
spiritual life, it will not long continue. 
And if a man be really called to this 
work, he will surely find some place 
where he can ply his calling. To sup- 
pose otherwise would be an imputation 
upon the divine wisdom. It may not 
bring honor among men, or wealth, or 
high position in the Charch, but he shall 
gather fruit unto eternal life, if he is 
careful to abide in God's order, not 
presuming to take the matter into his 
own hands. 

The truth is, God calls all to work. 
As it is with the soldier in the ranks, 
not less than with the officers of the 
line, or with the general in command, 
so it is in the army of the Lord. But 
many a good private member has been 
spoiled by giving him official position ; 
a good class-leader by being made an 
exhorter; a useful exhorter by being 
made a local preacher; and a local 
preacher that would, for years, have 
done good service, by putting him into 
the regular ministry. All this has been 
seen, again and again, in the history 
of the M. E. Church, and herein is ex- 
plained a world of confusion and trouble 
and loss to the Church. It is but a nat- 
ural counterpart to what has been stated 
above, that some who should be in the 
ministry doing good service are not 
there, or are there working to a great 
disadvantage. But this is not our pres- 
ent concern. 

The HERALD speaks of men in the 
vigor of a mature manhood being 
crowded into appointments that do not 
afford a sufficient support. The New 
England Conference has no monopoly 
of such cases. The unhealthy, fastid- 
ious call for young men — there may 
be a healthy call for them, I do not 
speak of that — has not only operated 
to set aside men of experience, but to 
curse the Church with crude and profit- 
less teaching, and worse disciplinary 
administration. But, before saying 
anything of the correction of this evil, 
let me say a word for the men thus put 
on short allowance for support. This 
is no new thing in the M. E. Church. 
In what has been not inaptly called 
‘* the heroic age ” of the Church, many 
preached the Gospel on starvation sal- 
aries. 

Let the men of whom the HERALD 
speaks, thank God that they are in a 
noble line of which they need not be 
ashamed. They may have an oppor- 
tunity to do work no young man would, 
or could, do. I will give a case. A 
man, whose family circumstances for- 
bade his removal to any considerable 
distance, was offered the alternative of 
a supernumerary relation, or a charge 
of this character: The church edifice 
had been built pnder peculiar circum- 
stances, and for some twenty years, 
the little society had been petted with 





missionary money and some of the 


brightest young men in the Conference 
as pastors; but with no growth ia any 
respect that added to their strength. 
Once in that period they had been re- 
lieved of a debt by having a local 


they went on in their wonted course, 
until, at this time, it was doubtful 
whether they could endure, as they 
were much weakened, and, withal, 
their church must be repaired, or it 
would failthem. They said to the Pre- 
siding Elder, ** We have no request to 
make; do as you think best with us.” 
This official, as he afterwards confessed, 
thought (perhaps hoped) that the preach- 
er would not consent to take the place; 
but he did take it, and, single-handed 
raised the money, repaired the church, 
paid off some old claims, and ieft them 
out of debt, for the first time in many 
years. Further, there was a revival — 
the first since the third year of its his- 
tory, that had added any strength. 

I have no fault to find with educa- 
tional societies, and other facilities af- 
forded young men for securing the ed- 
ucational qualifications for the minis- 
try, but I fear they may sometimes be 
perverted to aid such as have but little, 
if any higher aspiration than to be 
‘*putin the priest's office” that they 
may have a living. If every young 
man who believes himself called to 
preach the Gospel, would say to the 
appointing power, ** Put me where I 
can do most for the cause of the Mas- 
ter, and for the salvation of men,” we 
would have none of the difficulties that 
now perplex us. Another arrange- 
ment would essentially help. In En- 
gland no young man is allowed to 
marry under four years from his en- 
trance into Conference. A similar rule 
once existed with us, to which we 
might, with great propriety, return. 

Churches are blameworthy. They 
lack the spirit of sacrifice, both in re- 
spect to their pecuniary contributions, 
and in reference to those departments 
of work which must depend largely 
upon the laity — sustaining Sabbath- 
schools and prayer-meetings, partic- 
ularly in the outskirts of cities and of 
country congregations. Many a Church 
is weak simply for the want of gather- 
ing in from the outskirts those who 
could readily be reached in the way 
just suggested. At the same time this 
conduces to the wealth of the Church. 
As well may a man maintain physical 
vigor without exercise, as a Church 
maintain a healthy state without act- 
ive efforts for the good of others. 
Equally needful to the health of the 
Church is a right use of money — such 
a use of it as puts the calls of the 
Church, in its demands upon the purse, 
on the same footing with the support 
of the family. The first Methodist 
church built within the bounds of this 
Conference, was at Ashgrove, early in 
the year 1789. Of it and of that society 
Mr. Garretson said, that it was the best 
for the size he had seen in the connec- 
tion ; that they set about it as if they 
were working for their own families; 
and they were very little in debt when 
it was finished. As if for their own 
families! And what could men do for 
their families better than to provide 
for and sustain the institutions of re- 
ligion among them? If our members 
would do this, and answer the calls for 
missions, etc., not from constraint or 
under the influence of excitement, but 
intelligently and promptly and as tik- 
ing pleasure in doing so, we should 
hear no complaints of missionary socie- 
ties in debt, or of preachers half sup- 
ported. An average of about forty-two 
cents for missions per member — for 
shame! No wonder revivals languish! 

Trinity Church in Albany has been 
dedicated, at this writing, Thursday, 
December 28th. Bishop Foster was to 
preach the morning sermon, but, ill- 
ness preventing, Dr. Buckley, of the 
New York East Conference, took his 
place and gave an excellent sermon. 
Dr. Reid, our missionary secretary, who 
was engaged for the evening, sustained 
his well-earned reputation. The house 
isa marvel of beauty and cheapness. 
The entire cost, including organ and 
bell, is about $32,000, of which $15,000 
was yet to be provided. The congre- 
gation has responded nobly, but I am 
not just now informed of the precise 
figures. The church will seat about 
nine hundred. The congregation has 
few men of much means, but the loca- 
tion is in a portion of the city that must 
soon fill up with the most intelligent 
and thrifty classes of the population. 
It is the only Methodist church in Al- 
bany that has a bell. 





LASELL SEMINARY. 


The first term of this school year closed 
Dec. 20th, in season to allow the pupils 
to reach their homes, and have a mar- 
gin of time to prepare for the holiday 
festivals. It is pleasant to state that 
they went back, not only in general as 
bright and fresh as when they came 
hither, but, in most cases, with a de- 
cided gain of weight, vigor and gener- 
al health. The hygienic condition of 
these young women is in the especial 
daily care of their physician. The brac- 
ing air of the location is highly favora- 
ble. A generous diet is carefully pro- 
vided, and regularity of work, recrea- 
tion and sleep is systematically en- 
forced. It is satisfactorily proved here 
that hard study is an invigorator of ev- 
ery faculty of mind and body in the pu- 
pils, provided that study is judiciously 
distributed between intervals of recre- 
ation and repose. Every appropriate 
pleasure is allowed, especially such as 
employ the ingenuity and bring the 
whole nature into happy and healthfal 
exercise. The young women have 
gymnastics and various out-door sports. 
They give parlor sociables oace in two 
weeks, with music and readings of 
original articles, tableaus, charades, 





ete. They visit the city to hear the best 


musicians and attend exhibitions of art. 
At the late Centennial tree planting 
they furnished the orator, poet, essayist, 
and musicians from their own number. 
The concert on Monday evening, at 


preacher as a supply. But from this|the close of the first of the three days 


of written examinations, gave testimo- 
ny to their earnest application, as well 
as to the thorough teaching of the pro- 
fessors of vocal and instrumental music. 

For lectures, special and general, 
they are not obliged to seek the city. 
The list of general lecturers shows that 
much of its culture comes to them. As 
special free courses Prof. Dole gives 
the seniors instruction upon English 
analysis, and Miss Cushman upon art; 
Dr. Munroe addresses the whole school 
upon physiology and hygiene; Prof. 
Wheeler upon voice culture; the fresh- 
men have a course upon zoology, ete. 
The advanced pupils are enthusiastic 
in the study of the English classics, 
under Mr. Hudson. 

It is the aim of the school to make 
all progress tend towards the best de- 
velopment of character. The practical 
result of the system of self-government 
employed—an unusual feature—is that 
a modest, but well-founded, self-reli- 
ance keeps steady pace with the intel- 
lectual growth, 

Prof. 5S. R. Kelley, teacher of elocu- 
tien in the school, gave a reading on 
Tuesday evening for the benefit of the 
library. His rendering of the ** Pris- 
oner of Chillon” was specially gratify- 
ing. Other selections were received by 
the audience with hearty applause. To 
a strong, flexible, and well-trained 
voice, he unites a hearty and intelligent 
appreciation of his subject that cannot 
fail to please. 

Some statistics may be of interest: 
The school numbers 61 boarders (the 
house being over full) besides 13 day 
scholars. Of the boarders, 27 are from 
Massachusetts, 9 from Connecticut, 4 
each from Maine, New York and I[n- 
diana, 3 from Pennsylvania, 2 from 
the District of Columbia, and one each 
from Illinois, Wisconsin, New Hamp- 
shire, New Jersey, Iowa, North Caro- 
lina, Ohio, and Michigan. 

The average age is 17 years and 2 
weeks; average height, 5 feet, 3 1-4 
inches. The 60 boarders have gained 
in three months 411, and lost 6 pounds 
—an average gain (including the three 
who have lost in weight) of over 6 1-2 
pounds per student. 

The pupils have just published the 
first number of a paper, which fora 
year past has been read in manuscript 
at the Saturday evening  sociables. 
They call it ‘* Lasell Leaves.” 

VISITOR. 





P. P. BLISS. 


The great singer and composer of 
sacred songs, Mr. P. P. Bliss, with his 
wife, who was also a singer and com- 
poser, perished in the terrible Ashta- 
bula disaster a few days ago. The ed- 
itorial in regard to him in the New 
York Witness the day before his death, 
a part of which we quote below, comes 
to be of double interest : — 


** We hear on every hand references 
to ‘Mr. Sankey’s hymns.’ But only a 
few of the ‘Sacred Songs and Solos’ 
are of Mr. Sankey’s own composition. 
They are, indeed, very justly linked to 
his name, seeing that it was he who 
introduced them into the general no- 
tice which led to their present world- 
wide popularity. But the composer 
should not be confounded with the 
singer. And the province of the for- 
mer is quite as important in its way as 
that of the latter; for if a melody is not 
in itself ‘taking,’ no art of the singer 
can give it that one essential quality. 

‘* The history of this class of music is 
interesting. Fifteen or twenty years 
ago, Mr. Wm. B. Bradbury was forci- 
bly struck by the almost total lack that 
then existed of any Sunday-school mu- 
sic worthy of the name. He deter- 
mined to apply al! his talents as acom- 
poser to the work of meeting that want. 
And nobly he fulfilled his mission. His 
melodies are still sung in every Sun- 
day-school in the land, and, better still, 
so great an impetus was given to the 
cause of Sunday-school music that a 
considerable number of other gifted 
composers followed in the path which 
he, the other pioneer, had blazed out. 
Since his death, his mantle has wor- 
thily fallen upon such shoulders as those 
of Mr. Bliss, Rev. Robt. Lowry, W. 
Howard Doane, Philip Phillips, Geo. F. 
Root, Wm. F. Sherwin, T. E. Perkins, 
Hubert Main, S. J. Vail, and others 
whosenames must be familiar to our 
readers. In connection with the music 
specially intended for Sunday-schools, 
there sprang up also another class more 
suited to adults, and admirably adapted 
for the prayer-meeting, evanyzelistic 
work, and the home circle. But until 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey went to 
Great Britain, this music was only 
known among religious people, and 
across the Auantic was hardly known 
at all. To the English it was a kind of 
revelation. The avidity with which 
they seized upon it, and the important 
part it played in the work of the Amer- 
ican evangelists, made it famous the 
world over at once. Now, both in En- 
gland and America, no secular music 
is more familiar among the secular 
classes than these little sacred songs. 

‘*The power of originating taking 
melodies is a very rare one, even 
among accomplished musicians. Mu- 
sical thought isacurious thing. Pleas- 
ing ideas in that realm cannot be 
evolved mechanically, or by any tech- 
nical trick of art. They come like a 
flash of inspiration to the favored few 
who have the special gift. Mr. Bliss 
is one of these fortunate individuals; 
and the fertility of his muse is wonder- 
ful, surpassing that of most of his co- 
temporaries. It is evident beyond 
question that he has been raised up by 
God and endowed with his peculiar 





genius, for just the work he is now so 
usefully engaged in. 

“ Although the wordsof most of his 
hymos are furnished him by other 
hands, those of some of the most popu- 
lar are hisown. He excels also as a 
singer. With a rich, powerful, well- 
cultivated yoice, he interprets his own 
music often as no other could. In 
company with Major Whittle, he has 
visited nearly all the prominent cities 
of the West and South in the course of 
evangelistic tours. He is regarded as 
second only to Mr. Sankey as a popu- 
lar singer of sacred song.” 








COURSE OF STUDY FOR LOCAL 
PREACHERS. 


In pursuance of the provision found in 
%39, {5 0f the Discipline of 1876, the follow- 
ing has been prescribed as a 
COURSE OF STUDY FOR LOCAL PREACHERS. 
1. Let candidates for license to preach be 
examined in the common branches of an 
English education, and on their general ac- 
quaintance with the Bible and the Coctrines 
and usages of the M. E. Church, 
II. First YEAR. — The Bible — History. 
Binney’s Theological Compend — Steele’s. 
Discipline of the M. E. Church. 
To BE Reap. — Scripture History — Old 
Testament — Smith’s. Watson’s Life of 
Wesley. A Hundred Years of Methodism 
— Simpson. 
III. SECOND YEAR.— The Bible — Doc- 
trines. Wukefield’s Theology — First Three 
Books. Christian Baptism — Merrill. 
To BE READ. — Seripture History — New 
Testament — Smith’s. History of the 
United States — Ridpath. Ruter’s Church 
History —1 vol., 8vo. 
1V. Tu1rD YEAR. — The Bible —Sacra- 
ments. Wakefield’s Theology — Last Four 
Books. Christian Perfection — Wesley’s 
Plain Account. 
To Bre READ. — Wesley’s Sermons, Vol. 1. 
Introduction to the Gospel Records — Nast. 
D’ Aubigne’s History of the Reformation — 
In one vol., 8vo. 

V. Fourtu YEAR. —Review of the whole 
course. Written sermon. 

Yo BE READ. — Wesley’s Sermons, Vol. 
II. Porter’s Compendium of Methodism. 

By order and on behalfof the Board of 

Bishops. 
WILLIAM L. Harris, Secretary. 





®Our Book Table. 

THE FarRM-YARD CLUB OF JOTHAM: 
An Account of the Families and Farms of 
that Famous Town, by Hon. George B. 
Loring. Illustrated. Octavo. 603 pages. 
Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & Co. Dr. Lor- 
ing has collected his delightful and instruct- 
ive agricultural essays, first furnished for 
the columns of a daily paper of Boston, into 
a very handsome volume, which the pub- 
lishers have made every way worthy of its 
entertaining and valuable contents. How 
to make the science of farming, with ail its 
modern improvements, a subject of inter- 
esting reading, to awaken among the young 
people of our families a wholesome enthv- 
siasm in agricultural study and experiment, 
and how to give intelligent, practical farmers 
of the day the last words of experienced stu- 
dents in the various branches of husbandry, 
was the problem which the accomplished 
author of the volume has very happily 
solved. By a thin veil of imagined story, an 
ideal rural village is presented, and in the 
proceedings of its Farm Yard Club, and the 
family and social incidents of the town, all 
important questions relating to cattle, fer- 
tilizers, drainage, hay crop, pasture lands, 
root crops, grain crops, market gardening, 
fruits and flowers, implements and farm an- 
imals, the horse, and tree planting, are fully 
and intelligently discussed. The volume is 
so popularly written that it is pleasant read- 
ing to one who cannot indulge himself in 
amateur farming; but will be especially 
welcomed and appreciated in the homes of 
our intelligent farmers. 


Ginn & Heath publish a comprehensive 
treatise upon THE ELEMENTS OF PLAIN 
TRIGONOMETRY, by H. N. Wheeler, A. M. 
The volume is elementary and progressive. 
Its mode is original, and it is sent forth in the 
strong confidence of its autuor as better 
adapted than previous treatises to give young 
mathematicians exact knowledge of trigo- 
nometric functions. 


COLONY BALLADS, by George L. Ray- 
mond. New York: Hurd & Houghton. Bos- 
ton: H.O. Huughton & Co. Pamphlet, 95 
pp. Forsale by J.P. Magee. This hand- 
somely printed volume, with elastic covers, 
quite successfully reproduces the form and 
the substance of the pre-Revolutionary and 
Revolutionary ballads, only they are much 
more smoothly written, and in better taste 
as to figure and expression. There are seven 
ballads, beginning with the first break with 
Great Britain, ending with Ethan Allen, and 
the capture of Gen. Prescott by Barton. 


Roberts Brothers publish, in the Little 
Classic form, Goethe’s WrsT-EaSTERLY 
DIvaN, translated, with introduction and 
notes, by John Weiss. Nothing could be 
more thoroughly or tastefully done than this 
work of Mr. Weiss. The introduction is a 
full account of the occasion and character of 
the poems bearing the name of the Divan. 
The translation of the verses follows with re- 
markable success, the metre, the idiom and 
the harmony of the original. The volume 
is beautiful as to mechanical execution, and 
its literary success is worthy of its handsome 
setting. 

The same house issue a translation, by 
Ellen Frothingham, of SarpHo; A Tragedy 
in Five Acts, by Franz Grillparzer. The 
author was an Austrian writer, born in 
1791. The present druma was written in 
1818. His gathered works were published 
in 1872. 

SUNSHINE IN THE SOUL, from the same 
publishers, is a pretty little pocket volume 
of poems selected by the editor of Quiet 
Hours. The selections are made in good 
taste, from old and _ new literature, all 
thoughtful, instructive, or rich in sympathy. 

Edwin A. Wilson, Springfield, Ill., pub- 
lishes a nice, profusely illustrated book for 
the holidays, for little fellows, entitled Foop 
FOR THE LAMBS. It is a year's issue of a 
pleasant little periodical, 

Harper & Brothers issue a fine Student’s 
Edition, uniform with their Student’s Clas- 
sical Histories, of Smith’s Classical Diction- 
ary. Itis entitled A SMALLER CLASSICAL 
DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY, MYTHOLOGY 
AND GEOGRAPA@Y, by William Smith, D. C. 
L., LL.D. The name of the erudite and dil- 
igent author is a sufficient guarantee of the 
thoroughness and reliability of the work. 
It is ample enough fer the use of the under- 
graduate, fully illustrated, beautifully pub- 
lished, moderate in price ($2 00), and, alto- 
gether, is a very convenient manual. 


Wuirte’s PROGRESSIVE ART STUDIES, 
published by Ivison, Blakeman & Co., New 
York, and for sale by Knight, Adams & Co., 
Boston. This is one of the broadest and 
best series of practical drawing lessons. 





landscape, animal and ornamental drawing, 
with avaluable manual for teachers. The 
system should be examined by teachers of 
drawing in public and private schools. 


A neat, pretty memorial pamphlet bears 
the title, Tuk Great Ei, In Memoriam, 
and contains a charming collection of verses 
and prose extracts, devoted to the praise of 
the famous Old Elm, and other elm trees, 
In the pamphlet are a portion of Hood’s 
poem, The Elm Tree, E. N. Gunnison’s The 
Old Elm, 0. B. Stebbins’ poem with the 
same title, and numerous other poetical 
tributes to the once-famed landmark, to the 
Paddock elms, to the Washington elm, and 
several other poems by noted writers. An 
excellent photograph of the Old Elm is 
borne upon the title-page. Published by 
A. Williams & Co. 


We have received the Monthly Part (t) 
for December of THE PEOPLE's Putprr, 
containing sermons of Rev. Stephen H, 
Tyng, jr., D. D. Published in New York by 
William B. Mucklow, 157 East 30th Street, 
New York city. The subscription price is 
$3 a year. The sermons are plain, practical 
und earnest. 


The number of The Living Age for the 
week ending Jan. 6 begins a new volume and 
new year of that standard periodical. In 
this volume George MacDonald’s serial, The 
Marquis of Lossie, will be continued from 
advance sheets; a short story transluted for 
The Living Age from the French of Emile 
Souvestre, and a sketch by Ivan Turguenief, 
will be given in early numbers; and during 
the new year choice selections from the pens 
of Miss Muloch, Katharine 8. Macquoid 
(author ef Patty), William Black (author of 
The Princess of Thule), Anthony Trollope, 
and other leading novelists of Great Britain, 
will appear. Inscience, politics, theology and 
general literature, the very important contri- 
butions to current literature by the ablest 
writers of Europe, and especially of Great 
Britain, will continue to be presevted in 
The Living Age with a satisfactory com- 
pleteness elsewhere unattempied. With 
fifty-two numbers of sixty-four large pages 
each (or more than 3,000 puges a year), the 
subscription price ($8) is low, while for 
$10.50 the publishers offer to send any one of 
the American four-dollar montblies or week- 
lies with The Living Age for a year, both 
post-paid. Littell & Guy, Boston, are the 
publishers. 


The story of Sumter will never become 
dull to the American. It will be the Bunker 
Hill of the next century. It was the first 
fort attucked by our own people in fratricidal 
war, and, like Bunker Hill, it fell into the 
hands of the foe. Major Doubleday’s story 
of Forts Sumter and Moultrie (Harpers) is 
a thin volume, which will be beld in high 
esteem by fulure bistorians. He was second 
in command at Fort Moultrie in the summer 
of 1860, his ranking officer being Lieut. Col. 
Gardiner. He describes the feelings of the 
Charlestonians in the autumn, and their out- 
break after election, with the seeming indiffer- 
ence of our government and complicity of the 
Secretary of War, whose nephew, Gen. Jos. 
E. Johnston, afterwards the famous soldier, 
was quartermaster-general. He blames Maj. 
Anderson, who took command in December, 
for unnecessary tenderness and delay; but 
it is evident that Maj. Anderson was wiser 
than his captain. He must wait for the first 
blow. That first ball, fired by Edmund 
Ruffin, the old man from Virginia, he says, 
“lodged in the magazine wall, and by the 
sound seemed to bury itself in the masonry, 
about a foot from my head, in very unpleas- 
ant proximity to my rightear. This is the 
one that probably came with Mr. Ruffin’s 
compliments.” He returned the compli- 
ments. After breakfast on pork and water. 
he says: “‘ As I was ranking officer, I took 
the first detachment and marched them to 
the casemates. My first shot bounded off 
from the sloping roof of the battery opposite, 
without producing any apparent effect.” 
This was the first shot fired at secession. 
He says: “In aiming the first gun fired 
aguinst rebellion, I had no feeling of re- 
proach.” He bad no reason to have. It will 
be the glory of hischildrey. The little book 
is an important contribution to the history of 
the great war. 


The Dwellers in Five Sisters’ Court, by 
H. E. Scudder (Hurd & Houghton), is a not 
displeasing story. It suggests too much, in 
its title, The House of the Seven Gibles, and 
suggests it too little in its contents. It has 
brisk pages, and some neat turns and spicy 
bits. It is esthetic tea, and not very strong. 
Its villain is aswollen keeper of an intelli- 
gence office, an almost impossible character, 
whose dreary mouthings and big scene,when 
be is to annihilate the hero, are very tedious. 
The author is doubtless glad when he can 
dismiss him out of the book. Of the two 
lovers the one who did not propese is the 
most brilliant, and the girl doubtless thought 
more of him while she had to take the other, 
or die an old maid, which would have been a 
Yankee denouement. Patient Mrs. Blake 
and the old scholar are good characters. 


Elijah the Prophet is well and freshly 
handled, by Dr. Wm. M. Taylor, in a small 
volume(Harpers). He touches the salient 
points in his character und career, with 
many side lights that bear upon our times. 
As thus: He shows that Ahab chose the 
Baal system for political reasons, wishing 
to identify himself the more closely with the 
Zidonians; that this system represerted the 
forces of nature, was pantheistic, and not 
unlike the present efforts to enthrene ma- 
terialism as the God of the universe; while 
Elijah’s first word, ‘‘ As the Jehovah liveth. 
before whom I stand,” was u defiance, verb- 
ally,of this Baal pantheism,and his threat tha! 
there should be no rain nor dew till he said 
so, was a test before Carmel as to whether 
nature, or the God of nature, was the God. 
These are stirring and guiding pages. 


Sermons by the Monday Club (Lock- 
wood, Brooks & Co.) is a novel idea well 
worked out. A set of ministers meet on 
Monday. They preach sermons on the In- 
ternational Series. They read, criticise, and 
select for the press. They decline to give 
their names, and only admit, at the earnest 
request of their publishers, their initials. 
They should have given their names also. 
It would have been more attractive. The 
discourses are apt, readable, and useful for 
teachers and students of these lessons. They 
are a little too lute for their extensive use 
in this respect, and ure a memorial rather 
than a guide. They are a worthy memorial. 


When men become famous by one book, 
all the hidden steps that led to that fame are 
brought to light. Green’s remarkable His- 
tory of the English People has brought forth 
a series of earlier papers,which the Harpers 
have published — Studies in England and 
Italy. They show his careful painstaking. 
but not the breadth and fullness of his chief 
work. Lambeth and the Archbishop and 
Early History of Oxford, are fine papers. 
The work is mainly useful as an index of his 
coming achievement. H. 


New Music. From Oliver Ditson & Co.: 


The Two Larks (Les deux Alouettes),” by 
Th. Lesebi’ zky, as played by Mime, Essipofl; 
Davis Grand March, by A. D. Anguera: Der 
Hidalgo, song by Schuman, arranged by 
Gustav Lange. Vocal—Sun of My Sov’. 
quartette by C. A. Havens; I Know My 
Love Loves Me, words by F. Enoch, music 
by Rosetta O'Leary Vining, and The War- 

‘or and the Maiden, words by Felicia He- 
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The Ebristian World. 


SPEAK TO THAT STRANGER! 





BY REV. ELBERT OSBORN. 





For he has a soul—a soul that will 
exist in happiness or in woe, “‘ long as 
eternal ages roll.” Why has the provi- 
dence of God placed him near you, just 
now? Perhaps it was to give you the 
opportunity of speaking a kind word 
that may lead him to Jesus. Will you 
improve the opportunity ? Lift up your 
heart in mental prayer to God, asking 
Him for wisdom to address this stranger 
in the most suitable way, and pray that 
your words may be accompanied by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

‘But, what will he think ?” you say, 
«if one utterly unacquainted with him 
eommences a religious conversation ?” 

He may thiok you area fanatic and 
despise you; but, on the other hand, he 
may think you are doing just what a 
Christian ougbt to do, and be the more 
impressed because the remark was un- 
expected. 

“* What made that old man, a perfect 
stranger, speak to me so earnestly about 
my soul?” said a young man to him- 
self, as he journeyed homeward from 
the public house, where he had provi- 
dentially met with that old gentleman 
for the first time. The advice of the 
pious stranger followed the young man 
during the journey of a hundred and 
fifty miles to his home, and led him 
there to seek and find Jesus. 

If the person whom you address 
should think you fanatical when you 
talk to him, subsequent reflection may 
convince him of his folly, and he may 
turn to the Lord. Such cases have oc- 
eurred under my own observation. 

But be careful not to be more abrupt 
in speaking than is unavoidable. In 
some cases you can make some un- 
common event which has recently oc- 
eurred, and is naturally the subject of 
remark, the means of introducing re- 
ligious conversation with the gentle- 
man sitting near you in the car, stage, 
orsteambeat. Perhaps some lives have 
been lost by an explosion. As the cir- 
cumstances are mentioned, you possi- 
bly can refer to some friend of yours 
who was called into eternity in the 
game way, many years ago. Then 
you can add the remark, that when that 
occurred, you considered it a loud call 
for you to be ready, as death might 
come to you in an unexpected hour. 
Inquiries might then be made concern- 
ing the views of your fellow-traveler on 
what is necessary as a preparation for 
death, and you can give, in an unas- 
suming manner, your own opinion on 
the important subject, 

Your testimony of heartfelt enjoy- 
ment in religion (while you carefally 
avoid even the appearance of boasting) 
may do much good, especially if joined 
with a sincere, humble acknowledg- 
ment of your past guilt in delaying re- 
pentance so long, and of your sorrow 
that you are not now more deeply de- 
voted to God. 

‘* You have a goed, hardy, valuable 
horse,” said a man to a Christian. 
They were perfect strangers to each 
other. 

‘Yes, he is so, and I prize him the 
more because he always obeys me, 
going when I tvll him to go, and stop- 
ping at my word.” 

‘Such a horse is worth having,” was 
the reply. 

** Yes,” said the owner, ‘‘ and I have 
often thought if I had always obeyed 
my Master in heaven as readily as my 
horse obeys me, it would have been 
well for me.” 

There is reason to believe that this 
man, in several instances, introduced 
religious conversation in a similar man- 
ner. 

You call at a store to purchase an ar- 
ticle. While cheerfully paying the man 
his price, you can say, ‘‘ I presume you 
have no goods to sell for nothing, for 
you justly expect pay for what you let 
me have.” ‘1 certainly do,” he re- 
plies. ‘* But,” you say, ‘I have a 
Friend who sells that which is of great 
value, without money and without 
price. Yes, He says to all, ‘ Buy wine 
and milk without money or price.’ I 
suppose that wine and milk mean the 
love of God shed abroad in the heart. 
My dear friend, that is worth more than 
allthe goods and groceries in this city 
or in the world.” 

** A very cold day,” you say to a 
stranger, walking by your side, Per- 
haps he is amused by your freedom in 
thus accosting one who never knew 
him, yet he may be pleased with your 
friendly manner. As he may soon turn 
a corner and leave you, you improve 
the present moment by saying, ‘‘ They 
have no such cold weather in the heav- 
enly land. Now, my friend, be not of- 
fended if I say that I started for that 
blessed country fifteen years ago, and I 
am glad when I meet any who are on 
the road to Mount Zion. And, oh, how I 
wish I could persuade all who have not 
set out for heaven to commence the 
journey now! I was very foolish and 
very wicked in delaying so long, be- 
fore I entered the narrow way.” 

The more we habituate ourselves to 
introduce religion into our conversation 
in a winning way, the easier we shall 
find it, and the more successful will be 
our efforts, in all probability. But let 
us never forget to ack help from above. 
As you look upon that stranger who is 
providentially near you, remember he 
may have « parent, hundreds or thou- 
sands of miles distant, praying for his 
conversion, and hoping that some one 
will lead him to the Cross. Perhaps 
none of his acqua:ntances here are 
pious; hence if no stranger speaks to 
him about Jesus, he may wander on in 
sin and drop into hell. It is true he 
might repent without personal entreat- 
ies from others; but the question is, 





will he? Oh, think of the joy it would 
give you, if you bad an unconverted 
relative in a distant Jund, to learn that 
a kind word from a pious stranger had 
led that dear relative to the house of 
God and to the cross of Christ! Such 
joy you may possibly excite in the heart 
of a father whom you may meet for 
the first time in the paradise of God; 
and there you may hear him praise God 
for giving you courage to invite his son 
to come to Christ, 

There may be cases in which a sin- 
ner may listen more readily to the en- 
treaties of a stranger than he would to 
many of his own friends. My brother, 
while you do not neglect those you 
know, try also, with all your might, to 
enlist the stranger in the army of the 
Lord. 

My sisters in Christ, will you con- 
sider this friendly advice addressed to 
you as much as tothe brethren? May 
God use all of you as instruments of 
turning many to righteousness, that you 
may shine in His kingdom ‘‘ as the stars 
forever and ever!” 





LETTER FROM WILLIAMSTOWN, 
VT. 

Mr. Epiror: Your correspondent to 
the HEratp, Dr. E. Wentworth, of 
December 28, refers to a sermon Bishop 
Hauline preached in Illinois from the 
text, ‘‘ Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.” He strongly 
intimates that the Bishop's effort was a 
failure. It is possible that it was, for 
men do not always preach equally well 
on the same subject, and from the same 
text. 

The Bishop preached from this text, 
on the Sabbath, in the grove, to thou- 
sands of people, at Peacham, Vt., where 
the Vermont Conference held its session, 
one of the most able and eloquent ser- 
mons to which I ever listened. Bishop 
Simpson’s sermon on faith did not excel 
itin any sense. The great congrega- 
tion of intelligent men and women list- 
ened to this wonderful sermon witb 
rapt attention for over an hour, and had 
it been three hours in length the people 
would have heard with quiet and un- 
divided attention. 

Some years after this event, as I was 
attending to my duties as Presiding 
Elder, I had occasion to visit Peacham, 
when I heard the leading members of 
the Congregationalist Church say this 
sermon of Bishop Hamline’s was ‘‘ the 
most able and eloquent one, they ever 
heard from any person.” Twice he 
preached at the session of the N. H. 
Conference able and powerful sermons, 
I have been informed, though it was 
not my good fortune to hear them. 

Bishop Hamline was a godly man, 
as well as talented and eloquent. His 
published sermons show him to have 
been no ordinary man. 

A leading citizen of this State, who 
boarded with the Bishop at Peacham, 
was often heard to say, that he never 
met any person who was so godly as 
Bishop Hamline. He looked upon him 
as being almost angelic. His whole 
soul was filled. with Christ, and His 
love. His countenance told most clear- 
ly to all who looked upon him, that like 
Enoch he walked with God. This 
made his voice the voice of God to the 
people; it made him mighty in the 
Scriptures, and wonderfully successful 
in winning souls to Christ, and in build- 
ing up the Church in holiness. May 
God raise up many others equally as 
good, talented, and eloquent, to preach 
the Gospel to lost humanity! 

God is graciously reviving His work 
here. Many have come to Christ, and 
we expect, by the blessing of God and 
with fidelity to Him, to see many more 
saved from sin. P. MERRILL. 





RELIGIOUS NEWS, 


The American Missionary Society 
has 20,000 children in its schools at the 
South. 

Dr. Lorimer has declined the call to 
the Baptist Tabernacle of New York 
city. 

The number of converts in the revi- 
val at Chicago, is estimated at between 
6,000 and 7,000. They have been taken 
from all classes and conditions of life, 
and will pass into various Churches. 

The Lutherans claim a membership 
in the United States of 640,415, being 
an increase during the past year of 
67,276. 

It is estimated that in 1875 the British 
Isles contributed over $5,250,000 for 
foreign missions. 


The First Baptist Church in Indian- 
apolis, Ind., has given a unanimous 
call to Warren Randolph, D. D., the 
Sunday-school and missionary secreta- 
ry of the Baptist Publication Society. 

The Brick Presbyterian church, on 
Murray Hill, New York, received, or 
the 17th ult., its pastor-elect, Rev. L. 
D. Bevan. He arrived on the 16th, 
from sea, after a long and tempestuous 
voyage. 

The Congregationalist records 178 
ordinations for the year 1876 against 
190 in 1875; 102 dismissions against 
101; 69 deaths against 60; 35 mar- 
riages against 49, and 79 churches 
against 85. 

There is a Young Men’s Christian 
Association in Bombay, India, which 
has grown from a membersbip of sev- 
enty when it was started last year to 
over a hundred and eighty. 

The Reformed Episcopal Church is 
showing a remarkable vigor in its in- 
fancy, having already no less than 
fifty-six settled pastors. Five of these 
are in New York and Brooklyn, five in 
Philadelphia, three in Baltimore, and 
four in Chicago. 

The Baptists have organized in Mich- 
igan, the past year, fifty new Sunday- 





schools. They have in al] three han- 


dred and thirty schools, with $1,000 
scholars, 


The Unitarian society of Woburn, 
Mass., has, by a decision of the courts, 
received a bequest of $100,000 from 
Jonathan B, Winn. 


The Anglican Bishop of Honolulu 
wants a cathedral, and Sir A. J. Beres- 
ford Hope says that “‘ so long as we are 
content in Honolulu to go on worship- 
ing in a low, wooden structure,” there 
is no prospect of gathering a ‘‘ nation 
out of Congregationalism into the true 
fold.” 


Forty lawyers assembled at 8 a. m. 
to study the Greek Testament is a 
sight that may be seen in London on 
Sabbaths. Rev. Dr. C. J. Vaughan 
is their teacher. 


An exchange tells the following strik- 
ing story of the effect of Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey’s work : — 


** About a year ago there was a heavy 
robbery of the Adams Express Com- 
pany near Akron, O., and a telegraph 
operator named Brenizer was accused 
of the crime, He was tried and acquit- 
ted, and afterward left the place and 
settled in Chicago. During the recent 
revival there he fell under the influence 
of Moody’s preaching, experienced re- 
ligion and confessed that he was guilty 
of the crime with which he had been 
charged. He immediately returned to 
Akron, surrendered himself, and as he 
could not be again put in jeopardy for 
the crime of which he had been acquit- 
ted, he was indicted for perjury for the 
false testimony which he had given in 
his own favor on the fovmer trial, and 
was convicted and sentenced to three 
years’ imprisonment in the penitentiary. 
It is not strange that under such cir- 
cumstances the judge should have ex- 
pressed himself with great feeling in 
pronouncing the sentence, nor that he 
should have declared the case without 
a parallel in all his experience.” 











LITERARY AND EDUCATIONAL. 


The gifts made to our colleges last 
year amounted to nearly $1,000,000. 


Henry T. Terry, a Yale graduate of 
‘69, has gone to Japan, to accept a pro- 
fessorship in the Imperial University at 
Tokio. 

The Dean of the Boston University 
Law School suggests to those members 
of the class of ‘77 who contemplate 
competing for the Hillard prize, as a 
subject, ‘‘ The legal condition of mar- 
ried women,” 


President Smith, of Dartmouth, late- 
ly tendered his resignation to the trus- 
tees, on account of ill health; but they 
rightly refused to accept it, in view of 
the remarkable success of his adminis- 
tration, and urged him to take a long 
vacation instead. 


The standard of entrance examina- 
tions at Wellesley has been advanced 
the past year; but the freshman class 
has double the number that the last 
had. Many candidates were refused, 
for reason of insufficient preparation. 
Over 3,000 volumes have been adddd 
to the library during the present year. 


The London Atheneum states that 
the long promised edition of the Greek 
Testament, on which Professor West- 
cott and Mr. Hort have been engaged 
for nearly twenty years, is now really 
approaching completion, and the sheets 
of the Apocalypse are actually in the 
printer’s hands. 

The Maryville College, at Maryville, 
East Tennessee, claims to be the cheap- 
est college in the United States. In 
the college boarding hall, where the 
president and his family and other 
teachers board with the students, abun- 
dant and wholesome food is furnished 
at $80 for the college year of forty 
weeks. Then add to this $45 for tui- 
tion, room-rent, incidental tix, wash- 
ing, lights, and fuel, and you have 
$125 —the sum total. Students board- 
ing themselves in clubs diminish the 
above by $40. 


The Assyrian collections of the late 
Mr. George Smith will soon arrive in 
England. His work isto be taken up 
where he left it by Mr. Hormuzd Ras 
sam, 4 native of Turkey, who is an ori- 
ental scholar of rare culture. Mr. Ras- 
sam’s name is not unfamiliar to news- 
paper readers; he was one of the cap- 
tives of King Theodore of Abyssinia. 


The number of Chicago teachers in 
all grades is, including prircipals and 
special teachers, 746. Of these only 
83 are men. There are three special 
teachers— one each for German, mu- 
sic, and drawing. The supervision of 
schools is done by the superintendent 
and his assistant, though a considera- 
ble portion of the time of principals is 
given to the same object. 


Here are some sadly true words from 
the Saturday Review: ‘‘ The situation 
of the reviewer just before Christmas 
time is painfully like that of the con- 
vent drudge who used the charm to 
make strong beer flow, but forgot the 
spell to stop the stream. Christmas 
books and gift-books, which, in due 
number and in proper place, may yield 
a sweet intoxication of delight, over- 
whelm the wretched critic and threaten 
to drive him out of home and library. 
Tables and shelves groan under the 
mass of Christmas fare, and there is 
no one to pronounce a salutary spell, 
like the saint in the story, who cried 
‘ Vade retro, strong beerum, discede a 
lay fratre Petro,’ in such hasty Latin, 
and with such notable success. This 
being so, there is nothing for it but to 
take arms against this sea of troubles 
and give seme account of its multitudi- 
nous waves.” 


Rev. Dr. Peabody, of Harvard Uni- 
versity, thinks the public schools twen- 
ty-five years ago, with all their draw- 
backs and imperfections, did more for 
their pupils than our present costly in- 
stitutions, with all their modern im- 


provements. The latter are less prac- | 820,000 


tical than the former were. In history 





and geography they overload the child’s 


mind with useless names and dates, 
They teach words rather than things. 
He would dispense with the teaching 
of grammar in the common schools al- 
together. The doctor has either for- 
gotten the character of the schools of 
his boyhood, or has failed to visit the 
best schools within sight of his own 
door — says the N. E. Journal of Edu- 
cation, 








TEMPERANCE. 


THE SHAM OF LICENSE, 


The Annual Report of Rey. W. M. Thayer, 
Secretary of the Massachusetts Temperance 
Alliance, furnishes some facts and figures 
respecting the operation of the License law, 
worthy of the serious consideration of every 
citizen, We quote the following extracts : — 


In the Superior Court for Suffolk county 
(which includes Boston, Chelsea, Revere and 
Wintbrop) 1,250 appealed cases buve been 
entered upon the docket. In 100 of these 
the defeadants pleaded guilty. Only one 
hundred and twenty-eight of the 1,150 cases 
have been brought to trial in these sixteen 
months. In only 75 of these did the juries 
convict! Forty-two verdicts of acqui'tal 
were rendered, and in 11 cases the juries dis- 
agreed. A “low public sentiment, which 
did not support the prohibitory law,” was 
the reason given for the fuilure of Boston 
juries to convict under the statute. What 
shall be the excuse for Boston juries which 
fail to convict in 53 of the 128 cases which 
they try under the license law? By what 
standard must a liquor law be adjusted, in 
order that it may be down to the level of the 
sentiment of Boston juries ? 

Let us look at another feature of these prose- 
eutions. Deducting the cases in which pleas 
of guilty were entered, and those tried by 
juries, there are 1,022 remaining. Of these, 
seven hundred and ten were nol pros'd, or 
laid on fie, mainly on payment of costs! 
What sball be said of courts and prosecuting 
officers who bring to triul but 228, of 1,250 
cases, and drop 710 without trial? [s this the 
** vigorous enforcement” of the license law, 
which was so solemnly promised? Even 
alter convicting 175, either on their own 
pleas, or by jury trials, only sixty-seven of 
that number were compelled to puy fines! 
[he net result of the enforcement of the 
liquor jaw in Boston, for sixteen months, 
may be summed up, then, in this: EHighty- 
eight persons have been subjected to fines, 
and 15 have been sentenced to imprisonment, 
the aggregate of the fines, together with the 
costs collected from those whose cases were 
dropped, being less than $20,000! This is the 
outcome of more than 2,000 prosecutions! I) 
is said that some Boston liquor deulers have 
left the business since the license law went 
into operation. Probably; but bas the law, 
or hard times and the reform movement, 
been the cause? Why should a man leave a 
paying liquor business on account of the 
law, when he sees that out of more than 
2,000 persons arrested in sixteen months, 
less than 100 have been brought to the pay- 
ment of fines? 

{n the 13 Superior Courts, not including 
Suffolk County, of which we have alread, 
spoken, 846 cases have been entered. Of 
these, 208 pleaded guilty. Only one hun- 
dred and forty-seven have been brought to 
trial. The juries acquitted or disagreed in 
52 of these,— more than one-third of the 
whole number. ‘ Public se»timent not up 
to the law,” we suppose! Three hundred 
and ninety-five cases nol. pros’d, \aid on file 
or quashed! More * vigorous enforcement!” 
The net result of the prosecution of 846 cases, 
is that 239 persons paid fines or costs, 
amounting to $17,714.13, and 47 have heen 
sentenced to imprisonment, 

Altogether, in all the courts, about 3,000 
persons have been prosecuted during the 
past 16 months, and of these only 543 have 
paid fines. The remaining 2,500 cases have 
come to nothing, except the payment ot 
smaill bills of costs, as the cend tion on which 
prosecuting officers have allowed prosecu- 
tions to be dropped. The total cost to the 
liquor traffic has been less than $3,000 a 
month in the entire State. 


To show that crimes ascribed to drink 
have increased in Boston, in spite of the 
efforts of the city government to execute 
the License law, we have the following :— 


In the four months named of 1876, there 
were of “assault and baitery ” 1,002 this 
year against 928 lust year; “idle and dis- 
orderly,” 102 this year, against 92 last year; 
** disturbing the peace,” 184 this year, aguinst 
139 last vear; “‘intoxicated persons helped 
home,’’ 223 this year, against 211 last year. 
In addition, there is an increase of several 
other crimes that are ofien caused by strong 
drink, as follows: “Keeping disorderly 
house,” 14 this year, against 8 las! year; 
“ vagrancy,” 138 this year, aguinst 135 lust 
year; “ violation of Sunday law,” 148 this 
veur against 127 last year. There are also 
16 more “ robberies; ” 13 more for“ keeping 
heuse of ill fame; ” 25 more for * malicious 
mischief;” 8 more for “ lewdness;” and 3 
more for “ murder.” 


Also, from the report of the Directors of 
the Public Iastitutions of this city: — 
Average No. in H. of Industry, May to Sept. °75, 800 


a 2 ** 76, 805 
ny * Almshouse, ‘af vy "75 486 
oe * ' + - “ 16 638 
Increase in House of Industry, 5 
? ** almshouse, ‘ 150 
Largest No. in H. of Indus, any one time in 75, 922 
- . te ” i 76 958 
An increase of 36 
Smaliest No. in H. of Indus, any ene time in '75, 696 
pct Pg 7 7 “y “76, 748 
An increase of 52 


Largest No. in Almsbouse any one time in °75, 587 


? . “ —%6, 700 
An Increase of 163 
Smaliest No. in Almshouse any one time in °75, 490 

o ‘ ee we “976, 602 
An l.crease of 162 
Remaining in House of Industry Sept. 15, ’75, 871 

- ” oo 14, "76, 913 


The Directors say : — 


“ Atno period iu the history of the Institu- 
tions at Deer Island, has such a demand been 
mude upon the accommodations of the place 
as during the past year. The number com- 
mitted to the House of Industry alone has 
been 7,646, an increase of 280 over the pre- 
vious year; while the average number has 
exceeded by 81ibat ofthe former year. The 
increase in the other departments, especially 
in the Almshouse has been in sbout the same 
proportion. To provide accommodations 
for this greatly increased number, the Su- 
perintendent has been obliged to avail him- 
self of every possible space, appropriating 
the chapel floor, the prison corridors, 
packing and crowding the dormitories, 
and using rvom never intended to be used 
as sleeping room.” 


The Report gives the Centennial Liquor 
bill, as follows: — 


In this Centennial year of our nation’s 
birth, a glance at our National Retail Liquor 
Bill may exhibit the strengih of the liquor 
traffic, and the consequent peri! to our land: 
Gallons of spirits paying duty In 1875, 

67,58",998 at $6 retall, 

Barrels of termented liquors paying 
duty in 1875, 8,743,744 at $20 pr. bbl., 
Imported wine paying duty in 1875, 

10,700,000 at $5. retail, 

Imported spirits paying duty In 1875, 


$375,485,998 
161,874,580 


53,5° 0,000 


2,50°, 00 at $10 per gall., 25 ,000,000 

Native brandies, wines, etc., estimat- 
ed value, 31,500,900 
Total, * $650,360 ,868 


In the absence of Jater statistics, the last 
three items are given as furnished to us for 
1871 by Dr. Edward Young, chairman of the 
Bureau of Statistics. This estimate does 
not include the traffic that eludes the pay- 
ment of duty —a traffic that must swell the 
foregoing amount by $100,000,000. In round 
numbers, the retail liquor traffic of the Uni- 
ted States in this Centennial vear, must 
reach the enormous sum of $750,000,000. 
This cannot be an extravagant estimate, 
judging from another standpoint. The num- 
ber of retail — dealers in the country in 
1875 wus 163,455— nearly 30,000 less than 
were reported in 1873; this fatting off indi- 
cating to the Bureau o. Stati-tics the large 
number who escaped the vigilance of the 
Revenue officers. If each of these dealers 
sold, on the average, bat $4,000 worth of 
liquors in the ep (which is the estimate by 
Dr. Young). the aggregate would be $653,- 
. Add to this the amount sold by 
dealers who evade the revenue Juws, and 
the amount cannot be less than that named 





above. 


Commercial. 








BOSTON MARKET. 
WHOLESALE PRICES, 


Jan, 9, 1877. 

FLOUR—Superfine, $450 @ 4.75; extra,85.25@ 
5,75; Michigan, $6,50 @ 7.50; 81. Louis, $6.75@8.00; 
Southern Flour, $5.75 @ 9.00, 

CORN — Mixed and Yeliow, 64@ 8c, ® busb. 

Oats — 57 @ Hc. @ bushel. 

RYE— 9 @ 95c. ® bush, 

SHORTS — $00.00 @ 20.00 ® ton. 

FINE FEED — $21.0 @ 2.00j@ton. 

SEED—Timothy Herds’@rass,$2.50@2.75 ® bush. ; 
Red Top, $3.25 @ 3.50 per bag; R.I. Bent,$3.0@ 
0.00 ® bushel; Clover, 15 @ léc. per Ib. 

APPLES — $1.75 @ 2.50 ® bbl. 

Breer — $11.00@ 12.50 for meses and extra mess, 
and $14.50 @ 15,00 ® bbl. for family. 

PORK—$21.C0 @ 22.00; Lard, 115g @ 1234c.; Hams. 
11K @ 12c. ® Ib, 

SUGAR — Powdered, 12c,; granulated, 12@12Nc.; 
coffee crushed, 10 @ 1L4c..R B. 

BUTTER — 30 @ He. 

CHEESE — Factory,l4 @ liXc. 

EeGs —30@ 31 cents per doz. 

HAY — $20.00 @ 21.00 @®ton, 

POTATOES — 90 @ 95c. ® bush, 

BEANS— Extra Pea, $2.75 @ 3.0: median, 
$2 RY @ 2.25 ® bush. 

POULTRY — 14 @ lécents ® D. 

TURNIPS — 20c. ® peck. 

BEETS — I5c. @ 0c. ® peck. 

CARROTS — 2c. ® peck. 

CABBAGE — 4 @ 8c, each, 

MARROW SQUASH — Ic @ Bb. 

DRIED APPLES —6@ 7c. ® D. 

ONIONS — $2.50 @ bbl. 

SWEET POTATOES — $0.00 @ 4.00 P bbi. 

CRANBERRIES — $6.00 @ 9.00 ® bbl. 

REMARKS. — Choice and favorite brands of fam- 
ily Flour are held at very full prices, Prices are 
about $1@toaforHay. Nochange in the Butter 
market. Apples arein fair demand. There is ap 
abundance of Poultry in the market, but no great 
demand, Sugar is dull, and prices are nominal. 





IMMENSE REDUCTION IN 
Lace Curtains! 


Entire Stock Selling at Cost. 
Weoffer fortwoweeks our 
full line of Curtains at the 
following reductions: 
LACE CURTAINS at 
$32 reduced to $25 


$28 66 $22 
$26 ¢4 $20 
$23 66 $18 
$19 66 $15 
$16 ‘6 $12 
$13 “6 $10 


We invite attention te an 
elegant Curtain at $3.50, 
reduced from $5. 


We uresafe insaying that 
this opportunity has 
NEVER been equalled in 
this city. 


Whitney, Warner & Frost, 


143 Tremont Street. 
244 








Set Complete im Terry............ $70.00. 
Set Complete in Plush.............. 80.00. 


CHURCH AND LODGE PORNITURE 


A SPECIALTY. 


BRAMAN, SHAW & CO., 


Manufacturers and Dealers in 


PARLOR FURNITURE. 
SALESROOMS: 
27 Sudbury, 69 & 71 Portland Sts., Boston. 
244 Factory at East Cambridge. 


RYLEY& JONES, 
Merchant Tailors 


639 WASHINGTON STREET, 
Cor. Boylston, Up Stairs. 


Offer a fine Selected Stock of Fall and Wiuter 
Clothing ot Foreign and Domestic Farics for 
Gentiemen’s wear, made to order at reasonable 
prices ror cash. Gentlemen are requested to call 
— examine. For quality they cannot be excel- 
ed. 





Owing to the general depression In business, we 
willmake to order garments at the following prices 


Overcoats from $25. to $45. Suits from 
$30.to 850. Pants from §8. to $14. 


Warranted all hand made and fil guaranteed. 
254 


A. N. Hardy, Photographer, 


22 WINTER 8ST. 


Cards, Cabinets and Promenades 


Pictures for Frames of all sizes, fin- 
ishedin India Ink, Crayon, Oil 
and Water Colors. 





OLD PICTURES COPIED AND ENLARGED. 


220 Prices reasonable 





GASH'S 
CAMBRIC 
FRILLING 





BDUCATIONAL. 


Fort Edward Collegiate Institute. 


$172 per year. Rates reduced to suit the times, 
Fifteen Teachers, A Business, College -prepara- 
tory, and other Graduating Courses, or any studies 
may be chosen, Fall term Aug. 3lst, Winter term 
Dec, 7th. Admissions any time proportionably. 
Special rates to intending ministers. 
JOS. E. KING, D. D.. FortEdward, 


238 N.Y. 


Lasell Seminary for Young Women, 


AUBURNDALB, (near Boston), Mass, 


An attractive home ; the best of teachers; intel- 
ligent care of the health of growing girls; unusual 
advantages, without extra charge in spelling, 
penmanship, drawing, singing, elocution, physi- 
ology. English literature, lectures on ArT Music 
ETO. Special pains taken for social culture. Also, 
a college preparatory course, 

Number of boarders Hmited; early application 
is therefore necessary to secure places, Ad‘ress 
186 CHARLES C. BRAGDON, Principal. 


GREENWICH ACADEMY, 
FOUNDED 1802. A first class school 


for both sexes, most beautifully situated on 
Narragansett Bay. on the direct route from New 
York to Boston. res jor the best American 
colleges.— Musieai department in charge of the 
New England Conservatory of Music, Boston. 
Commercial College omnal to the best, Excellent 
instruction in the English Branches and the Fine 








term begins 


Dec. 5. For catalogue address the 
Principal, 


AGENT 


MALE AND FEMALE 
Everywhere, to handle WANTED 
the Patent Crown Self-Closing Inks Selle 
itself at sight wherever ink is used 


mense. Sample75cems. Address A. H.SINGER, 
438 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 1% 


double their money selling ** Dr. 
AG NTS sees Improved ($2) Receipt 


Book.” Address Dr. Chase’s Print- 
228 




















ing House, Ann Arbor, Mich. 





WASTED: SALESMEN at a salary of $1200. 
ear to travel and sell goods to Dealers. N& 
eEDD }- Hotel and travelin 


ess, Mositton Manuractveine Co., 
250 


GOOD P A Y and steady work for 
one or two ex terpris- 
ing menor women in each county. Particulars 


free. Do not let this opportunity pass. Send $3.00 
for outfit worth $20.00, 


Address J, LATHAM &CO., 
186 419 Washington Street, Boston 


expenses 
inclanati, hio 








per day at home, Samples worth $5. 
$5 to $20 free. STINSON £'Lo., Portland, Me . 
258 





AGENTS *..x., NEW BOOK GREAT 


CENTENNIAL 
EXHIBITION ILLUSTRATED. 


Demand equals the crowds at the Exbibition 
One gent sold 40,two 30 each in one day, Over 400 
Fine engravings, costing $20,000.00, 
show the best exhivits. Wide-awake Agents 
are quitting all the inferior books for ihis. Get 


Arts. Termsmoderate, Liberal discount tocier. | *®¢ Best. Send for circular, terms, and sample 
gymen. Students received at any time. Winter | Cheravings. P. W. ZIEGLER & CO., 518 Arch St. 


Philadeiphia, Pa. 264 





Rev. F, D. BLAKESLEE, A. M. 
East Greenwict , R.I. 








CLTY OF BUSTON iu one Year. 
erinth World. 
NO WASTE OF GAS. 


NOTICE, We have the 


ee and pe ekign 
’ ce in 

Pa ey ; TAK BH tweens 
THE ELLIS PATENT 38 sheetsof paper, 18 


envelopes. pencil pex 


(as Barner and Regulator, er golden pen. and a piece of veluable Jewel- 


lated sleeve buttons, and ladies’*fashionable fancy 
MORE THAN 200,000 SOLD IN The | Pet. pin and dro.s. post- 


ages, with assoried 
Warrented the Best GasBurn- | et Lever Watch tree to all agents. 


2 


Compiete sample package, with elegant gola- 


ost-paid, 25 cents. % pack- 
ewelry, $1. Solid Gold Pa- 


BRIDE & CO., 76Broadway, N.Y. 
246 





WARRANTED TO SAVE 15 to 


20 PEs vENT. Over Any OTHER BURNER. 
ABSOLUTE ECONOMY, 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


By leaving an order at our office, we will place 
sampies ‘and leaye them for your inspection), eitbe 
at your house: r place of bustress, and 1 snot per- 
fectly satisfactory will remove them and replace | ‘ 
your own, ALL DONE FREE OF CHARGE; and if 
satisfactory. willbe pleased to talk business, and 
make zood all statements set forth in circular. 


MONEY. 


semi-annually, wel! secured by{first mortgage. The 
profit to we in such a trausaction is not enough te 
indece me te so! it business, but I will give at- 
tention to it if desired. Ten years’ experience 
enables me to make the business as Ss fe as any Clase 


Icar. invest money, insums or 
$500 and upwards 60 as to net 
you, at home, free of expense, lt 
per cent, the interest payabie 


w investments. For details and references write 


tome, T.A. GOUDWIA, Indianapolis, Ina. 


250 





Please investigate, aad hand this to some friend, 
ELLIS & YORE, 
Proprietors and Manufacturers, 
110 Tremont Street, - - Room 35, 
(STUDIO BUILDING) BOSTON, MASS. 
Agents Wanted, 254 





NEW DEPARTURE. ziasst° 


Salary . Hotel and traveling expenses paid 
8. Aon S Te CO “ afestarers o' ENVELO?I us 
aud 


" 2,4. 6 and 6 Home St., CINCINNATI, O10. 
258 





1877 Music Books for 1877 





A CAPITAL BOOK FOR CHOIRS, 


SINGING CLASSES, AND 
MUSICAL CONVENTIONS, 


In this fine book will be found the newest and best 
sacred music by L.O, EMERSON. Good Sluging 
School Course, with abundant excellent waterial 
for practice, inelading a number of Glees, also 
Tunes tn all the Metres, and a large number of fine 
Anthems, Should be in the hands of every Choir 
member, 


$1.38, or $12.00 per Doz. 


THE ENCORE, 


By L. O. EMERSON, has the same SInging School 
Course as that tn the SALUTATION, but witha 
much larger number of Glees, rendering it a Glee 
Book. Also a fair pamber of Sacred Tunes, 

75 Cte., or $7.50 per Doz. 
Eltber book mailed, post-free, for Retail Price, 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
182 








dR. WARNER’S HEALTH CORSET, 


With Skirt Supporter and 
Self-Adjusting Pads. 
Secures Heattu and Comront of 
Body, with Gracsk and Beauty of 
Three Garments in one. 
Apgeraes by all nhysicians. 
AGENTS WANTED. 
Zi Sam ples by mail, in Couti), $2; 
Satteen, $1 75. To Agents at 
25 cents ess, Order size two 
inches smalier than waist mea- 
* sure over the dress. 


Warner Bros, 763 Broadway, li. Y, 









$66 a week in youruwa town. Terms and $5 out- 
fibivee, Mh. MALI) & Uv,, rurtiand, Me. 


253 


WELL, THAT IS CUTE! 
The new Baby Soap, made by Robinson Bros. & Co 
24 








SECOND-HAND CHURCH ORGANS. 


No. 75. Two Menuales, 32 stops, $1,500. 
No. 80, Two Manuales, 28 stops, $1,200, 
No. 8l. One Manuale, 17 stops, $1,000, 
No. 84. One Manuale, 8 stops, $400. 
No. 8. One Manuale, 8 stops, $500, 
No. 87. Two Manuales, 15 stops, $sco. 


Terms easy. For Particulars apply to 


E.&G.G.HOOK & HASTINGS, 
180 eow BOSTON 





AGENTS WANTED for the NEW 


FARMER’S BOOK 


Gives fall information on all kindsof Farm-work, 
Drainage, Fertilizers, Rotation of Cr ps, and 
Farm-Stock. Includes a most valuable and prac- 
tieal treatise on Huuse building, and book «at te- 
gal forms and Laws for tarmers. The most vaiua- 
ble farmer's book ever published. For fall descrip- 
tion and terms. address 

J.C, MOCURDY & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 


250 eow 





THOMAS W. SILLOWAY, 
CHURCH ARCHITECT 


71 Green St.. Boston. 















» OCommitteestoecrect or remodel 

church editices are informed that 
twenty-five years’ experience iu 
that work as aspecialty,enables Mr, 
. Silloway to produce buildings with 
the greatest econemy, and within the cost antici- 
pated. He has rendered architecinrai service tor 
erecting or eling over 200 Ecclesiastical 
edifices, also for the new State House at Montpelier, 
Vt., Buchtel College at Akron, Obio, many Town 
Halls, School Houses, Dwellings. ete. 

Charges moderate. Letters will receive immedi- 
ate personal attention. Drawings willbe cheer- 
fully exhibited, advice given, etc. lam 204 








Adumirably fitted to falfill its object — to teach the 
art from its Very beginning. CHICAGO TRIBUNE 





DEV OFK’S 


-Brilliant- 
OIL. 


THE OLDEST BRAND. SAFE BEYOND ALL CHANCE 


THE BEST ILLUMINATOR. 
Dealers, send for price list to THE DEVOE 
MAWN’E’GC@. ,8O Beaver St., New York. 


SPEARE, GREGORY @ CO., Ag’ts 3 Central 
Wharf, Boston. 


260 





$12 a day athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
— free, TRUE & OV., Augusta, Majne. 





Sorrento and Inlaid Work for Amateurs, 
By ARTHUR HOPE. 


A practical manual of Scroll 
Sawing, Iniaying. Silhouettes 
and ome Urnamentation. 
Contains 50 fu 'l-sized Designs, 
new anc beautiful. The a - 
signs are worth more than 
Bisse ot host. Elegantly 

nd. 8vo. For sale by book- 
sellers geaerail:. Sent by mail 
on receipt of price, $! De- 
scriptive cirenlar mailed to anv address. JOHN 
WI bt NsON, Publisher, 55 Lake st., Chicagu. 











No matter how slightly disabled 


PENSIO Tocreases now paid. advice an 


circular free. PT. MCMICHAEL, Atty., 707 Sansom 
St., Phila., Pa. ARTs 266 


Portraits,etc ,drawn by machin- 

ery. Apparatus, with Iinstrue- 

tions, by mail, only Hr. Agenis 

Wanted SMITHOGRAPH Mra. 
Co, 614 tut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








ZION’S HERALD. 


THE § ALUPATIGN The Oldest Methodist Pa- 


per in the World. 


OFFICE OF PUBLICATION, WES- 
LEYAN BUILDING, 
26 Bromfield Street, Roston, Mas». 


A. 8. WEED. Publisher, 
—— 9 
BRADFORD EK. PEIRCE, Editor 


—- Oo 





2 All stationed preachers in the Methodist 
Episcopal Chureh are authorized agents for the« 
locality. 


—_——O 





Price $2.50, Payable in Advance 


Postage 20 cents per year. 





SPECIMEN COPIES FREE. 


It shonld be read by every Methodist in New 
England. 

It contains an average of Forty-two columns « 
reading matter each week. 

The ablest pens in the Methodist Episcopal 
Cbarch, constantly contribute to its pages. 

In every number muy be found a summary of 
religious news. from our own Churches In this 
country, and also from all parts of the world. 
Carefully prepared and claberate notes on the 
Sunday-school Lessons published in each issue. 
This alone ts worth the price of the paper. 
Allother depa: tmenuts of tue paper supplied with 
original and fresb maiter. 


—--o— 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS AND 
CORRESPONDENTS. 


The name of each subscriber is printed on the 
paper sent every week, and the date following the 
name indicates the year and month, to which it le 
paid, If the date does not correspond with pay- 
ments made, the subscriber should votlly the Pub- 
Usher immediately. 

Postmasters and subscribers wishing to stop a 
paper, or change its direction, should be very par- 
ticular to give the name of the post-office to 
which it bas been sent, as well as the one to which 
they wish it sent. 

To return a paper, or refuse to take it from the 
post-office is not aproper noliceto stopit, Persons 
wi-hing to discontinue their paper should write 
to the office of publication and say so; but 
should be very careful to forward amount due, for 
a subscriber is legally holden as long as the paper 
may be sent, if the arrearage remains unpaid. 

tz Communications which we are unable to 
publish will be returned to the writer, if the re- 
quest todo se is made at the time they are sent, ana 
the requisite stamps are enclosed, It is generally 
useless to make this request at any subsequea 
time. Articles are frequently rejected which, 
condensed into half their space, we might be glad 
touse. Anonymous communications go into the 
waste -basket al once, unread. 

Articles are paid for only when this is expressig 
stipulated. 





oO 


ADVERTISING RATES. 





First Insertion (Agate matter), per line, 25 centa 


Each continued insertion,...,... “ - 9 « 

Three months, 13 insertions....“* “ 16 

BiX MONIHDS, 2W......cceeeeeeeeees o © BB & 

Twelve months, 52 se “ “ mM 

Busivess Notices,..........se0.- ra “ 3% 

MeAMIRE yoccccccccccccccccccccecce “ “ 59 « 
oO 








ew No Advertisement published tor leas 
than one dollar. 

tz No Advertisement will be taken with- 
out a personal inspection by us of the copy. 

@ Cuts will only be taken by specia) arranze- 


ALONZO 8. WEED, 


Publishing Agent, 


36 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTORm 


RARE OPPORTUNITY. 


For rent, a tenement on Court Street, Newton - 
ville, near depot, stores, Port office and schvuois 





d | Pleasantlylocated,with nine finisher rooms,ingoo@ 


order. Rent low. Enquire of L. R. THAYER, 
on the premises, Newtonville, Aug. 24, 1876, 
wt 





a week to agents crenvassing fer Vicks 
$77 ery’s & ireside Visitor. ‘Augesia, te. 
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ZIONS HERALD 


The oldest newspaper in the M. 
E. Church. Every Methodist should 
read it. 

Price $2.50 per year; 20 cts. ad- 
ditional for postage. 

Subscribers are acceptable any 
month in the year. 

We hope no preacher will fail to 


recommend it to his people. 


A. S. WEED, Publisher, 


86 Bromfield Street, 


Boston. 
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THURSDAY, January 11, 1877. 








Nearly the whole evangelical Church of 
the city seems to be preparing itself for ear- 
nest spiritual service, in hearty co-operation 
with Mr. Moody. His success is not ex- 
pected as an accident or as a miracle. Ade- 
quate human measures are being instituted. 
All the tithes are to be brought into the 
store-house of the Lord. Human wisdom 
and effort will be put forth, as if everything 
depended upon the adjustment of means to 
expected results; and then the Church falls 
upon her knees and prays as if she fully 
realized that it is not by might nor by 
power, but purely by the Spirit of God that 
the great expected work is to be wrought. 
There is every presage of a wide and de- 
lightful uniom of Christian laborers of all 
names in the great meetings, and in the in- 
cident personal work among those that are 
impressed by them. All through the vicini- 
ty of Boston, as well asin the city, prelimi- 
nary meetings, preparatory for the work, 
have been held. The adjoining towns will 
at first contribute to the great meetings, 
but soon, we hope, they will be compelled 
to devote all their services at home. 





‘** Ask the ministers to set us an example,” 
said one of our generous laymen to us dur- 
ing the missionary meetings, “‘in the mis- 
sionary contributions.” In all our Churches, 
he remarked, are many members whose 
whole income is less than $1,000. They aid 
in supporting the minister and in the ex- 
penses of the Church, and are expected to 
give liberally to the various charities. The 
minister has nearly twice the income in his 
salary; he has no subscription to make 
towards the local expenses; let him, he 
urged, set us an example of liberality in the 
charitable gifts. We cheerfully accord with 
our good layman’s request. Brethren in the 
ministry, give an example of the consecration 
of money worthy of your opportunity, equal 
to your obligation, andin the spirit of your 
Master. 


—_———S So 


Dr. Calvin E. Stowe, in his inaugural ad- 
dress at Andover upon the “ Interpretation 
of the Scriptures,’ remarked upon the in- 
tellectual acumen and industrious scholar- 
ship shown by commentators and preachers 
in discovering a meaning in the writings of 
St. Paul which the apostle himself never 
conceived of, and at which “ he would be as- 
tonished with great astonishment if he knew 
it was attributed to him.” No one would 
probably be more surprisedjthan St. Paul, to 
learn that a devoted clergyman, as in the 
case of Mr. See of New Jersey, had been 
openly reprimanded by his presbytery for 
permitting a woman, of undoubted excel- 
lence of character, and of marked gifts as a 
public speaker, to address a company of 
willing and profited hearers, from his pulpit, 
and that this discipline was based upon his 
breach of the apostle’s directions in regard 
to women; thus making the wholesome in- 
junction that both sexes should conform, in 
their public exercises, especially women, to 
the permanently established social order of 
the age and country in which they lived, a 
positive and permanent Jaw for all time and 
every condition of society. If it is wrong 
for woman to open her mouth in a public 
assembly when the other sex is present, 
then all modern civilization, which has 
been considered an inspiration of Christiani- 
ty, and which has redeemed woman from the 
slavery of superstition, false religion and ig- 
norance, and made her a companion and 
helpmeet for man, is at fault; the veil never 
should have been torn from her face. She 
should always have remained silent in the 
presence of her lord, and humbly accepted 
at home the lessons of suffering obedience 
that he might teach. We should have been 
specially glad to have heard a characteristic 
deliverance from St. Paul himself, after the 
majority of the brethren had silenced, by 
their votes, the voice of an evidently divinely 
commissioned prophetess, and placed a bri- 
dle in the mouth of a conscientious and not 
timid Barak, who was willing to wield the 
sword of the Spirit and li@ up a song of tri- 
umph with a modern Deborah. 


a oe @-+ 


Some ten or twelve years ago, the late Mr. 
Vanderbilt passed a Sabbath at one of the 
large hotels upon the Catskills. Dr. John 
Hall was also stopping at the house. At 
the request of the boarders, he preached to 
the guests and neighboring people, and the 
impression, as is often the case, was very 
profound upon the audience. Among 
others, Mr. Vanderbilt was much moved. 
At the close of the service, he came forward, 
and offering his hand to Dr. Hall, heartily 
thanked hin. for the discourse, and re- 
marked that it was the first sermon he had 





heard for many years. “I hope it is not 
your fault that you have not listenedt oa 
sermon all this time,” politely and wisely 
remarked the devoted preacher. “I have 
had so many cares and so much upon my 
mind,” responded the Commedore, “ that 
I have found no time to give attention to re- 
ligious matters.” Judicious and tender 
words of counsel were added, to deepen, if 
possible, the impression that had been made. 
Mr. Vanderbilt was a man of one business; 
all his time and talents, ease and spiritual 
life, were subordinated to the aceomplish- 
ment of this one purpose. And he received 
his reward; he died worth as many mil- 
lions as he was years old. Without doubt 
he paid too large a price for the returns; but 
when Christians are as single and irrepres- 
sible in their purpose, when every faculty 
and moment are consecrated to the establish- 
ment of Christ’s kingdom, what an amazing 
progress will be realized in the subjugation 
of the world to the Redeemer ! 





Death comes to us attended with many 
circumstances of terror. The decay of nat- 
ure, the ravages of disease, the pale horse, 
the pain, the separation from friends, the 
departure to the mysteries of the great un- 
known, are all calculated to awaken in us 
deep and awful questionings, and to fill the 
mind with profound and serious reflections. 

But among all the attendants which in- 
vest death with solemnity, the most impres- 
sive is the fact that we are to die alone; 
friends may go with us to the brink of the 
river, but there we are obliged to bid them 
adieu, and to march forth into the stream 
alone. Half the terror of death would be 
removed, if we could have partnership in 
dying. To be alone, to endure the pangs of 
dissolving nature, and to enter the gloomy 
portals of eternity witbout a friend, is fear- 
ful. At death, a thousand may be around 
us, yet we are alone. The loneliness of dy- 
ing bears an aspect of terrible sadness. 

This statement about the loneliness of 
death should be essentially qualified. There 
is One, if you ask Him, will go with you 
through the valley and shadow of death. 
With Him you need fear no evil. He is 
mighty and able to save. Multitudes by 
Him have been borne over in holy triumph. 
Will you not seek His companionship? Will 
you venture to meet death without such a 
friend? To be sure of His aid, then, you 


need to seek His favor now, in the glow of 
life. 


~ -~ 
> 





Men are not born ministers. They are 
qualified for this high vocation. These qual- 
ifications are both human and divine. Schools 
and books and experience of affairs have a 
With all these 
furnishings, however, a minister would be 
but poorly qualified to tell the story of salva- 
tion. The most important part of a minister’s 
outfit is the spiritual furnishing, the renewed 
heart, the indwelling of the Spirit, the divine 
commission. 

With only natural endowments, he is cool 

and calculating, or careless in his work. By 
the spiritual qualification alone does he feel its 
vast importance, groan under the burden, 
and cry out, Who is sufficient for these 
things ? Under this sense of the greatness 
of the work and his own need, he seeks for 
all possible helps. He cries to God. He 
leaves himself to be used by the Spirit. He 
comes into a spiritual state in which it is pos- 
sible for God to use him in leading men to 
Christ. In a high and important sense he is 
the organ of the Spirit in preaching the Gos- 
pel. « 
Natural endowments and human acquire- 
ments are valuable in a minister only when 
anointed and imbued by the Spirit. Without 
this, his light is darkness. He is a blind 
guide. He is an unsympathetic medium 
through which no gracious influences can be 
conveyed to the benighted and perishing 
souls of men. In seeking, then, a preparation 
for the ministry, do not forget the school of 
Christ. You will learn more here than any- 
where else. An hour of consecration and of 
communion with God will do more for you 
as a minister than a month of training in the 
schools. Do the one, but let not the other be 
undone. 


place in this preparation. 








General Fisk told with great effect the 
story of the colorec color-bearer, who, when 
the command of the captain of his company 
rung out the order for the men to fall back, 
thinking their exposure too serious, kept 
on alone in advance. When again person- 
ally ordered to fall back, lest the colors 
might be lost, he shouted to his captain, 
* Dese colors never fall back! You jess bring 
up the men to them, and they won’t be 
lost.” He thought this should be the policy 
ofthe Missionary Board. Thecolors should 
be kept upon the advance line, and the 
Church should be brought up to them. 





> 


We hope all our ministers will continue 
the canvass for ZION’s HERALD, that renew- 
als may be promptly secured and many new 
names added to our list. Often new sub- 
scribers are much easier obtained than 
preachers anticipate. From several we 
bave had encouraging reports. In a manu- 
facturing town in the Providence Confer- 
ence, one brother has sent a dozen new sub- 
scribers. Let others make the effort, and, 
no doubt, they will meet with like success. 


——————- oe -—__ ___ 


THE PROVIDENTIAL LESSON. 


The late year went out with a fune- 
real pall hanging over the land, and the 
congratulations of the new era were 
subdued by universal sympathy for the 
families bereaved in the great railroad 
calamity, and by the natural horror 
awakened by such an appalling event. 
The burning of the theatre in Brooklyn 
was more fatal in its immediate results, 
and it produced a wide and powerful 
shock in the community; but its most 
serious effects were confined to the vi- 
cinity of the catastrophe. The last 
casualty, however, reaches in its dread- 
ful vibrations the whole land. Every 
portion of the country seems to have 
had its representatives upon the fatal 





train. Some of the victims, like the 
devoted evangelist and singer, Mr. 
Bliss, and his wife, were well-known 
and esteemed throughout the land. 

Besides, the fire at Brooklyn seemed 
to be more the result of reckless care- 
lessness, of that thoughtless improvi- 
dence, too common among us, which 
avoids slight expense or preventive dil- 
igence, and thereby incurs the most 
fearful perils. The imperative lesson 
of that event was to teach men to look 
well to all places of public resort, and 
to thoroughly investigate their expos- 
ures to fire, and their possibilities of 
exit in case of sudden emergencies. 
This lesson in our vicinity, we are glad 
to see, has not been entirely unheeded. 
Before the memory and the grief of the 
event are entirely worn away, we trust 
every large assembly room will be ef- 
fectively defended from such exposures. 

In the case of the late railroad ca- 
lamity, human negligence and the 
lack of ordinary oversight, can hardly 
be accounted the occasion for its occur- 
rence. Ordinary care and skill were 
secured in the construction of the 
bridge. Other bridges will doubtless 
now be strengthened, and the possibil- 
ities of another such accident will be 
somewhat decreased; but the event is 
one of those liabilities from which, in 
our present imperfect condition, we 
shall never be entirely free. No human 
skill and foresight can ever shut out the 
possibility of such calamities. There 
will be hidden flaws in the best of met- 
als. The tooth of time eats on unseen 
but surely. No one can exactly calcu- 
late the hour when human work must 
be renewed to avoid ruin. There wil! 
always be a liability to sudden casual- 
ties. And, although God does not 
cause the iron to break, the pillars of 
stone to yield, the flames to burst forth, 
these terrible and fatal events are por- 
tions of His great and foreseen provi- 
dences, with which, and out of which, 
He is working divine results and teach- 
ing solemn and benign lessons. 

The Brooklyn scene was an event, 
aside from the usual path of the major- 
ity of our readers. For, although the 
sensibilities of many professed Chris- 
tians, residing in cities, especially, have 
become greatly blunted in reference to 
the necessary and related evils of the 
stage, and many of them attend, and 
permit their families to frequent, the 
theatre, still the custom among Church 
members as a whole, is very limited, 
and the effect upon the spiritual life of 
those that do attend, is so manifestly 
and seriously destructive of religious 
enthusiasm and activity, that their ex- 
ample serves rather as a warning 
against, than a defense of, the modern 
play-house. Indeed, this could not be 
otherwise; for there has been no peri- 
odin the history of the theatre in this 
country when the condition of the stage, 
as a whole, was lower morally, or its 
influence more depraviag. We heard, 
the other day, of a member of a sister 
Church saying, that his daughters came 
home from one ef our high-toned citv 
theatres, the night before, thoroughly 
disgusted with the undisguised immo- 
ralities and indecencies of the play to 
which they had devoted the evening. 
Because the burning of the theatre was 
aside from the daily path ‘of many, it 
did not produce so profound an impres- 
sion as to the general uncertainty of 
human life. The path of our readers 
does not lie through its gilded halls. In 
the estimation of many of them, a 
providentia] frown, like the clouds that 
hang over the road to the City of De- 
struction, in the illustration of Bun- 
yan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, seems to gath- 
er over these scenes of unwholesome 
excitement, and often of depraving ut- 
terances and vicious exhibitions ; but this 
latest casualty lies directly across the 
path of ordinary daily life. Human 
ingenuity will continually struggle to 
overcome such contingencies. It will 
set a double guard over these discover- 
ed weak places. For a long period a 
similar event may not occur. All rail- 
road traveling for a space will be safer 
through the care enforced by this 
tragedy. But, with all human precau- 
tion, fatal accidents will always be 
possible along the line of our daily foot- 
steps. 

He only is a wise man who rationally 
and devoutly takes this possibility into 
account. No more preparation is really 
needed to die than to live. The easiest 
act of a godly man is to yield up his 
spirit at the Master’s call. No man 
can safely permit a day to develop its 
events before him, who is not prepared 
for a sudden and fatal casualty. Sub- 
dued prayers were heard among the 
wails of the terrified ard suffering, 
amid the wrecked cars in the river on 
the memorable stormy Friday, two 
weeks since. Happy is he who, in 
such an exigency, finds himself in such 
familiar relations with his heavenly 
Father, and so conscious of the pres- 
ence of his Saviour, that he has but, in 
the calming sentences of the briefest 
prayer, to commend himself into di- 
vine hands, to receive supernatural 
support in his fearful time of trouble, 
and to have the glories of heaven open 
wide before him amid the horrors of an 
earthly catastrophe. The providential 
lesson of this last event is to be always 
ready when near our homes, or at a 
distance from them, when about our 
secular duties as well as in the hours of 
our devotions; so that, if the Master 
calls suddenly, at midday or midnight, 
He may ever find us watching. 

The editor of the fine “‘ Scholars’ Quarter- 
ly,” published by the managers of the 
Sunday-School Times, is our old Vermont 
correspondent, Rev. J. C. W. Coxe, late of 
the Vermont Conference Seminary. He 
also prepares the weekly exposition of the 
International Lessons for the Central Ad- 
vocate. It is not necessary te say to those 
acquainted with the scholarship of Brother 
Coxe, that all this work is excellently done. 








His address is still at Burlington, Iowa. 





THE FUTURE OF RUSSIA. 


The Scythian colossus irresistibly 
draws the eyes of the nations to itself, 
and compels them to study its designs 
and to forecast its probable future. 
That it intends to use every available 
opportunity, presented by the weakness 
or need of natural opponents, for self- 
aggrandizement and further extension 
of territory, will not admit of doubt. 
The plans of Peter the Great and of the 
Empress Catharine are hereditarily 
those of their successors. They con- 
stitute part of the settled policy of the 
ezar —that is, of Russia, The people 
cordially approve and sustain them. 
Shut up for eight months out of the 
twelve in their snowy plains, they long 
with inexpressible ardor for the warmth 
of the South, where the sun ever gilds 
the beautiful hills, and where nature 
rejoices in tropical luxuriance. That 
the borders of “‘ Holy Russia” may ex- 
tend to the shores of the Bosphorus, 
include the proud capital of Constan- 
tine, and the magnificent cathedral of 
Sta. Sophia, is the religious dream of 
the nation, and the object of undoubted 
expectation. ‘*I do not wish Constan- 
tinople,” said Nicholas; ‘‘ my empire 
is already too large; but I know that I 
or my successors must have it. You 
might as well arrest a stream in its de- 
scent from a mountain, as the Russians 
in their advance to the Hellespont.” 

The conquest of Constantinople nec- 
essarily implies that of European Tur- 
key, and its incorporation with the 
Russian empire. This would seem to 
be a comparatively easy undertaking — 
nothwithstanding the opposition of the 
Turks—in view of the fact that the 
majority of the inhabitants are Sclaves, 
and of the further fact that whether 
Sclaves, Greeks or Roumans, they are 
superstitiously devoted members of the 
Greek Catholic Church. All, with fow 
exceptions, are bigoted adherents of 
that communion, whose nominal head 
is the patriarch of Constantinople, but 
whose real ruler is the autocrat of all 
the Russias. Religious sympathies, 
race affinities, and common hatred of 
the Turk, combine to bring this project 
of the Muscovites within the domain of 
probabilities. 

Should the probability eventually be- 
come an actuality, it is by no means 
certain that the retreat of the Turks be- 
fore their adversary wili cease at the 
Dardanelles. Russian diplomacy aims 
to convert the Euxine into a mere Rus- 
sian lake; but this can never be ac- 
complished while Turkey controls its 
southern coasts. Difficulties will inev- 
itably spring up between the nations, 
that must necessitate further advance 
on the one hand, and further recession 
on the other. Asia Minor is yet to be 
reclaimed for Christianity, and Islam 
to be driven back to the Arabian des- 
erts which gave it birth. Persia can- 
not afford it a secure asylum, for that 
is rapidly becoming a satrapy of the 
ezar. Europe will not tolerate its 
semi-independent intolerance in Egypt, 
and Turkistan is already subdued by 
Russian arms. Thus should the pol- 
icy shaped by Peter the Great be suc- 
cessfully carried out by his successors. 
Islam may return to find a grave at the 
place of its birth. 

But Russian aims extend further 
even than that. The subjugation of 
the Tartar khanates—Bokhara, Khi- 
va, and Khokand —has brought the 
imperial standards within sight of the 
British sentinels in Northern India. Is 
their progress to be arrested there ? 
** Distances are the scourge of Russia,” 
said one of its ablest despets. But the 
construction of railroads has enabled 
it to escape that scourge; certainly 
they have mitigated the pain and pa- 
ralysis occasioned by its blows. The 
construction of a railroad from the Cas- 
pian along the course of the Oxus to 
Koondooz, would bring the Muscovite 
infantry and the Cossack cavalry within 
easy reach of the passes of the Hindoo 
Koosh mountains, and of the British 
territories.in India. Such an under- 
taking is by no means impossible to 
Russian resources. Men, subsistence, 
credit, engineering and mechanical 
skill exist in abundance, and only need 
application to ensure success. The 
iron will and lavish expenditure that 
raised one of the grandest cities of Eu- 
rope on the marshes of the Neva, are 
competent to the creation of such a 
path to India. 

Russia disclaims all ideas of conquer- 
ing India; but, judged by her past ca- 
reer, and not by her professions, there 
can be little doubt of steadfast purpose 
to wrest it ultimately from the posses- 
sion of the British. Free thought, free 
religion, and free institutions may yet 
be called to wrestle in deadly strife 
with absolutism in politics and intoler- 
ance in religion on the plains of North- 
ern Hindoostan. That autocratic Rus- 
sia has vast and far-reaching plans is 
unquestionable; that she marches re- 
lentlessly toward their realization is 
equally plain; that she aspires to the 
dominion of the Old World—as did 
Rome under the Cesars—is highly 
probable. The conjecture of the Tory 
historian may yet prove correct, and 
the autocracy of Russia and the repub- 
licanism of America share the world 
between them. We do not believe 
that such will be the issue of the po- 
litical forces that now move the na- 
tion, but that such is likely to’ be the 
result is the foreboding of many ob- 
servant thinkers. 

Nor can we deny plausibility, or 
even probabi-ity, to their fears in pres- 
ence of the reasous that modern Russia 
supplies. Its government is a pure 
autocracy. The ezar is the sole foun- 
tain of law. The Russian code is 
simply a collection of ukases, or impe- 
rial edicts. All the people have to do 
with the laws is to obey them. The 
emperor is the sole, undisputed pos- 
sessor of the lives, liberties, and prop. 


erties of his subjects. Tiberius, in the 
plenitude of his power, was not more 
arbitrary, more irresistible, more unre- 
strained, than is Alexander. The 
physical force of over seventy millions 
of human beings is at his disposal for 
the consummation of traditional de- 
signs. 

Neither is there any hindrance to 
their prosecution in the people them- 
selves. The Russians are blindly, al- 
most idolatrously, attached to the em- 
peror. They never even dream of re- 
belling against his absolute authority. 
No revolution in Russia ever had for 
its object achange of institutions. The 
soldiery and the peasantry have been 
induced to fight against the reigning 
sovereign, but only when made to be- 
lieve that he had usurped the rightful 
place of another, The czar is to them 
a semi-incarnation of the Deity, whose 
will is law, and whose power is made 
manifest by the most unexpected and 
terrible chastisement of ill-doers. The 
Charch strengthens this unreasoning, 
bigoted devotion to the national head. 
Some of its dignitaries are men of piety, 
culture, and refinement; but the ma- 
jority are ignorant and superstitious as 
their flocks. With the exception of the 
monks, the clergy are married, and from 
their sons the civil servants of the em- 
peror are mainly selected. Thus it is 
bound to the throne by the double tie of 
personal dependence and family hope. 
Self-interest is ever a powerful sup- 
porter of existing order with privileged 
classes, and a resolute opponent of 
change, The sovereigns of Russia and 
their traditional policy find enthusiastic 
advocates in the clergy and in the civil 
service. 

The peculiar organization of society 
is also eminently favorable to the fur- 
therance of imperial designs. It 
partakes of the caste system of India, 
which imparts such solidity and inca- 
pability of change to the people. Peter 
the Great divided the Russians into 
fourteen different classes, of which the 
serfs were the lowest, and the landed 
aristocracy the highest. Social rank — 
elevation or depression — is dependent 
solely on the will of the emperor. He 
is the general, and the people the army 
—encamped in peace, but readily 
movable in war. The Cossacks par- 
ticularly can be changed from one lo- 
cality to another. Life with them is 
nomadic. Ever inthe saddle, wander- 
ing at will over his boundless steppes, 
inured from infancy to hardship, fatigue, 
and danger, the Cossack is the ideal 
cavalry man of the world. In his mi- 
grations he is accompanied by wife, 
family, and possessiens,and bears trans- 
plantation without injury to his vigor, 
or change of his characteristics. War 
is with him a pastime; peace, a prep- 
aration for carnage and plunder. 

The military spirit is diffused through 
the whole body politic. Conscription 
is ati honor — a coveted privilege. One 
conviction is alleged to be common to 
all; one desire to animate all. The 
conviction is that Russia must fulfill the 
destiny imperfectly sketched; the de- 
sire is that it may be speedily realized. 
Intelligence, enthusiasta, courage, are 
all elements of military success. Money 
is another. Money goes further in Rus- 
sia than elsewhere. The rough cloth- 
ing of the soldiery is manufactured io 
its towns and cities. Arms and accou- 
trements are imported only until they 
can be equalled by native artisans. The 
commissariat is inexpensive as the quar- 
termaster’s department. A diet of black 
bread-is cheap, and—the surplus of 
pay over charges for food and clothing 
averaging only onecent per diem, or, at 
most, three cents—a small sum is 
spread over a large surface. The 
military armaments of Russia, though 
ona vastly larger scale than those of 
France or England, are relatively much 
less costly. Subsistence is ever-abun- 
dant. Where there are twelve culti- 
vators of the soil to one artisan or man- 
ufacturing operative, as in Russia, 
there can be no failure in the food sup- 
ply of armies, and especially when a 
system of railroads, designed for pure- 
ly military contingencies, connects the 
bases of operation with the arable areas 
under cultivation. 

In the light of these existent and his- 
toric facts, the growth of Russian power 
and the progress of Russian dominion 
cease to excite astonishment. They 
justify the fears of British statesmen. 
They compel patient study of the situa- 
tion in the interests of Christianity. 
They excite the inquiry, whether there 
be in Europe and in Asia antagonistic 
forces of sufficient power to resist and 
roll back the mass of thinly veneered 
barbarism which threatens to overflow 
both continents in the nineteenth cent- 
ury as did rougher waves of armed 
immigration in the centuries gone by, 
from the same regions. 





THE MISSIONARY AWAKENING. 


The expectations of the earnest brethren 
who arranged the series of missionary meet- 
ings last week, were more than realized by 
the result. Our members in this vicinity 
have experienced both a great spiritual 
quickening and a marked accession to their 
missionary zeal. The brethren from abroad 
came ‘to us full of holy enthusiasm in the 
cause they represented, and have Jeft both 
hallowed influences and grateful memories 
behind them. The incisive thought and 
sharp wit of Dr. Buckley, the incessant play 
of genial humor, the manifest piety and the 
hearty earnestness of Gen. Fisk, and the fine, 
rolling sentences, the rich descriptive pas- 
sages, and powerful eloquence of Dr. New- 
man, will always be recollected by the hear- 
ers when these honored names in the Church 
are mentioned hereafter. The true history 
of the present indebtedness of the Church; 
the comparative ease with which it can be 
met by a general and earnest movement 
throughout the whole body; our obliga- 
tion to clear it off at once; the great injury 
to the work by any retreat; the wide, open 
field of opportunity throughout the world; 
the great amount of solid and successful 
work now being accomplished by our mis- 





sionaries; the importance of immediate, 


thorough, personal and organized effort in 
all the Churches to raise the missionary 
quota, were never set forth more distinctly 
before our people, or more thoroughly ap- 
prehended. 

Friday evening proved to be one of the 
most favorable of the cold season. Every 
seat on the floor and in the galleries of Tremont 
Temple was filled. The singing of the great au- 
dieuce, led by the organ, under the direction 
of Dr. Tourjée, was of itself a powerful mis- 
sionary inspiration. Dr. W. F. Warren, 
and Rev. J. Mather of the Providence Con- 
ference, conducted the preliminary services. 
Bishop Foster presided with dignity and 
ease. In his few opening remarks he gave 
a clear view of the exact financial condition 
of the missionary treasury, and the history 
of its present embarrassments. Dr. J. M. 
Buckley, now stationed at Stamford, of the 
N. Y. East Conference, was the first speaker, 
introducing himself at once, and very happi- 
ly, to the interest of the audience. We can 
only give the barest outline of the fine ad- 
dresses; the cream and life of them escape 
in a verbal report. They were all magnetic, 
well appreciated, keeping the audience in 
lively rapport with the platform. Dr. B., 
as he entered upon his speech, said that her- 
oism was born of conviction and energy. 
He illustrated the evil of debt in a voluntary 
society, commending Vanderbilt’s reference 
to his own course to a reporter; his habit 
had been to pay for everything he bought, 
and never to sell anything he did not own. 
With abundant and apt illustrations he de- 
scribed the difference between the impulsive 
giver and the conscientious giver, and be- 
tween surplus giving and sacrifice giving. 
The important question which presented it- 
self, he said, was this: Did the missionury 
cause have an impregnable foundation to 
rest upon? He claimed that it had, inas- 
much as it rested on these four pillars: 
First, Christ’s command, ‘Go preach the 
Gospel to every creature ;” second, the im- 
pulse of the Christian heart: third, the 
Christian privilege. The two most sublime 
passages in the New Testament, to his 
mind, were: ‘* As Thou hastsent me into the 
world, even so have I sent them,” and “ We 
are laborers together with God.” Fourth, 
the missionary cause rested on the necessity 
of the case. He sketched briefly the prog- 
ress of missionary work, and its civilizing 
influence at home and in foreign lands. The 
work among the colored people was pro- 
gressing finely. They were slow to learn, 
but they were learning. The work among 
the foreigners in this country was one of 
great impertance, in which great results 
were being accomplished. The Germans 
were a glorious people, but a Christian Ger- 
man was better than an infidel German. 
Why send missionaries to the heathen? some 
people asked. They would be saved if they 
only lived up to the light they had. Of 
course they would, said the speaker; no- 
body disputed that; but with Christianity 
their condition in this life was so much im- 
proved that common humanity would de- 
mand that the Gospel be sent to them. In 
closing he urged the importance of liberal 
giving, and explained that the falling off 
from previous years in the average contri- 
butions was owing to the fact that the new 
accessions to the Church in the South were 
poor people. 

Gen. Clinton B. Fisk was received with 
hearty applause. He opened playfully by 
referring to the “ Johns” in whose bene- 
dictions New England shared, from John 
the Baptist, John Robinson, John Knox, 
Jobn Calvin, John Wesley, down to John 
Brown. He noticed with much wit and 
force, the late report of the New York 
preachers’ meeting that the M. E. Church 
had gone to wreck. He thought for a 
‘*dead thing” it exhibited remarkable life 
in Boston. Bishop Whipple, the devoted 
Episcopal Bishop, who has become such an 
apostle among the Indians, referring in his 
presenee td. the wreck of our Church, pro- 
posed to come in for a “salvage,” and re- 
ceive Gen. Fisk into the bosom of the Prot- 
estant E. Church. But the happy Method- 
ist General bad not yet learned of the ship- 
wreck, and felt no necessity of availing him- 
self of the proffered life-boat. The occa- 
sion, the General said, of the debt was the 
fact that the Church had not kept up with 
the Lord. They had been praying for Him 
to open the doors and make ready the har- 
vest, and now that their prayer was an- 
swered, they were not ready. He believed 
the appropriations ought not to have been 
reduced, but that they should have been ad- 
vanced, and the Church could have been re- 
lied upon to meet them. The law of av. 
erages could not be followed in giving, 
Some rich men congratulated themselves 
when that law was established, and laid 
down their dollar, and thought they had 
done their share; but, he said with much 
feeling, Lord bless their stingy souls, it 
would never do for them to reckon that 
way. There must be giving according to 
one’s means. 

The last speaker, Dr. J. P. Newman, was 
then introduced, and held his audience, 
with the few exceptions that lived out of 
town, and were obliged to leave early, un- 
til nearly half past nine. It would spoil his 
able and well-arranged address to present 
barely its points. He called attention to 
the fact in commercial law that a principal 
was responsible for the authorized acts of 
his agent. A great debt had been contract- 
ed by the missionary society, which was 
the agent, and the laity are the acknowledged 
principals. Whose fault was it that this 
debt had been created? There had not been 
extravagance in the conducting of the 
board, for it had cost only $14,000; the mis- 
sionaries had not been paid large salaries, 
$1,100 being the highest; the members of 
the missionary board had faithfully per 
formed their duty, and that they had made 
appropriate selections of fields of labor in 
foreign lands was proved by the success 
which had attended the efforts of the mis- 
sionaries. Christianity bad indeed been a 
greater success in India and in China than 
in New York and Boston. From what field 
could a missionary be called back, asked 
the preacher; and he answered the question by 
a glowing account of the work which was 
being done; referring to the devoted 
men now successfully at work in their great 
fields, and to the glorious opportunities 
which were opening. This was a sublime 
moment, he thought, in the Church’s his. 
tory. The contest between Russia and 
Turkey was for religious liberty; the same 
contest was going on throughout Catholic 
Europe. The question in China and all the 
East was, whether the people would become 
Christians or infidels. How important was 
it that the Church should be ready to enter 
and improve these fields! The civilizing 
influences of commerce were welcome, but 
the Gospel of Christ was needed. 

One of the best evidences of the impres- 
siveness and interest of the meeting was 
seen in the fact that the audience remained 
through the doxology and benediction, and 
then in characteristic Methodist heartiness, 
had a good time, shaking hands and con- 
gratulating each other. 


The all-day meeting announced to be held 
this week on Friday, has been postponed, 
for sufficient reasons. The new appointment 
is annouaced in another column, and adequate 
arrangements will be made to secure a gen- 








Editorial Items. 


The message of Governor Rice to the Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature, read before it last 
week, was a very able business paper. It 
was a ealm, clear exposition of the financial, 
industria}, charitable and educational inter- 
ests of the State. It was not adorned with 
unnecessary rhetoric, but was written in re- 
markably pure and forcible English. The 
Governor’s review of the present business 
aspects of the State, the shrinkage and pro- 
spective advance of real estate, his criticisms 
upon the educational problems of the hour, 
and particularly his discussion of the necessi- 
ty of a thorough reorganizution of the chari- 
table, reformatory and penal management of 
State institutions, are worthy of careful con- 
sideration and wise legislation. The ex- 
cellent sense of the Governor in not enter- 
ing upon the discussion of Federal politics 
in a State paper, after the example of some 
of his Democratic confreres, will be com- 
mended by all his intelligent constituents. 
Of course, such pronounced temperance 
men, a8 some of us, are filled with wonder, 
that so vital a subject, affecting all the inter- 
ests of the State — industrial, charitable and 
moral—should not receive a word of notice. 
Perhaps the Governor feels that where he 
has no new solution of the serious problem 
to offer, silence is the most significant. The 
great strain upon our Republican govern- 
ment is the free suffrage of our cities and 
large towns. The great occasion of igno- 
rance and demoralization here is intemper- 
ance. The only hope of the country lies in 
the moral regeneration of these centres. 
There is no financial or educational interest 
that demands so serious and immediate con- 
sideration as this of the purification of the 
ballot by the reformation of the masses of 
voters. The Legislature must redeem this 
failure of the Governor. Massachusetts 
never has occasion to be ashamed of her 
governors as men of ability and high charae 
ter, and never, for these reasons, has less 
than the present year. There are not many 
matters of large interest awaiting legislation. 
The session ought to be unusually short, and 
economy should be the distinguishing mark 
of it. 

ee ee ee 


We have often heard a mature friend in 
New York —a well-known lawyer of the 
city — say that he remembers, when a boy, 
the time when Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt 
rowed his boat, as a ferryman, from the foot 
of Broadway to Staten Island. He followed 
this laborious but honorable task until he 
was able to purchase a sailing vessel. His 
first wife, with whom he lived happily for 
more than half a century, brought him a 
small capital, with which he entered upon 
an enlarged coast-wise business. He ulti- 
mately availed himself of the then newly 
applied power of steam to shipping, and won 
his triumphs and fortune in competitive 
lines upon the Hudson and the Long Island 
Sound, and afterwards in his California 
route. Foreseeing the effect of the war 
upon commerce, he sold his steamboats and 
entered upon his railroad business, becom- 
ing here a “ king,” as he was a voluntarily 
constituted ‘* commodore ” upon the water. 
He was true to his country in the hour of 
peril, making to her the magnificent contri- 
bution of a fully equipped and splendid 
steamship. Some years since he married a 
relative of Bishop McTyeire of the M. E. 
Church, South, who bad been before her 
marriage, as she was afterwards, a parish- 
ioner of Rev. Dr. Deems of the Church of 
the Strangers, in New York —a lady of re- 
markable excellence of character, of fine 
ability, of great sweetness of temper, and a 
devoted disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This faithful wife, greatly beloved by Mr. 
Vanderbilt and the family, has been indeed 
an angel of grace in the household of which 
she became the centre; not only watching 
by the bedside of her husband in bis months 
of weakness, with the most self-denying 
constancy, but by her beautiful Christian 
life and earnest prayers drawing his 
thoughts, long supremely possessed by the 
world, towards higher and spiritual things. 

Mr. Vanderbilt bought ana gave the Church 
of which Dr. Deems is pastor, to him, in 
trust, and for the ultimate appointment of 
his successor. Early last summer,a great 
change came over the mind of Mr. Vuander- 
bilt. He still preserved his mental power, 
and held in his grasp the whole limit of his 
immense business, but the prayers of his 
wife seemed to be answered. He became 
very tender, penitent, and earnest in refer- 
ence to his eternal well-being. He sought 
continually the presence and religious coun- 
sel of Dr. Deems, and expressed a deep de- 
sire and purpose to do, with the solemn re- 
sponsibilities resting upon him, just what 
God would have him. He partook of the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, and gave 
remarkable evidence, under the circum- 
stances, of a great spiritual change in his 
affections. He had endowed the college at 
Nashville bearing his name, with nearly a 
million of dollars, and his immense property 
has doubtless been so settled that a portion 
of its income, through the Christian hands 
that will distribute it, will swe:] the streams 
of benevolence in the land. 


_—_——— : 


Hon. Henry W. Blair, of New Hampshire, 
delivered a speech in Congress, Dec. 27, on 
national prohibition, in support of his joint 
resolution, introduced by him, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, prohibiting the manufacture and sale 
of distilled liquors. This powerful speech is 
published in full in the Congressional Rec- 
ord of Dec. 30th, and fills nearly thirteen 
pages, double column, of that paper. This is 
a most elaborate, exhaustive, logical and un- 
answerable argument for prohibition. In 
some minor points he hardly comes up to 
the full standard of prohibitionists, but in 
statesmanlike research and convincing, 
powerful demonstration, he stands unri- 
valed, in our estimation, on this subject. 
We are curious to see what can be said in 
reply. Mr. Blair bas stepped at once to the 
front on this question, and shown himself a 
moral hero and a political reformer and 
leader who will have a speedy and large 
following, on this greatest question of this 
age. Let all temperance lecturers and writ- 
ers procure and use this masterly speech. 


eee 


Rev. L.D. Barrows has been elected presi- 
dent ofthe N.H. Conference Seminary and Fe- 
mele College,and also to fill the chair of mor- 
al philosophy, and social and biblical learn- 
ing, recently established, and now being en- 
dowed. For six years Dr. Barrows had 
charge of this seminary, during all of which 
time it enjoyed great prosperity. It is not 
yet known whether the Doctor will accept 
and enter upon the werk next August; but 
it will be an admirable appointment for the 
seminary if he does, and open up a wide and 
important field of usefulness in which Dr, 
Barrows has already shown his peculiar ‘il- 
ness. 





Dr. Vincent sends us the following an- 
nouncement: ‘The anniversaries of the 
Sunday-school Union and Tract Society of 
the Methodist Episcopai Church will be held 
in Chicago, Saturday, Sunday and Monday, 
January 27, 28 and 29. A tract conference 
will be held on Saturday afternoon, and the 
first Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school 





eral attendance. 


Congress will be opened on Monday morn- 
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ing at 9-80 o’clock. Distinguished speakers 
may be expected at the anniversaries. 
~~ —<—-.» —----—- 
Our brethren below must have looked up. 
on different sides of the shield. How charm- 


of temper, consistency of piety, universally 
respected in the city of Lowell, and greatly 
endeared in the inner circle of his acquaint- 
ance. O:f sincere sympathies and prayers 
are proffered to the bereaved and mourning 
family. 


ing the spirit of the first! We do not won- U 


der that he could not enjoy Zion’s HERALD. 
Both are ministers of the Church South. The 
first from Alabama writes: “ Please send me 
my account to the 1st of January, for your 
paper, and discontinue it. I would respect- 
fully request you to change the name of your 
paper. The ‘ Devils Herald’ would suit 
better. How long, oh Lord! how long, will 
Thy professed followers work and pull with 
the devil ?” 

The last is from Virginia, and offers a bap- 
py “counter-irritant »—dissimilia dissimili- 
bus curantur: * You will find enclosed pay 
for my HERALD. Times are hard, [thought I 
would have to retrench somewhere, but 
couldn’t see bow I was to do without the 
HERALD. I am delighted with the paper.” 

If this were not enough, we would add the 
following from one of the leading pastors of 
Iowa. * Blessings on the dear old HERALD! 
Primus inter pares: primus none the less in 
piety and power than in age and culture, 
No paper comes to my study to fiod warmer 
welcome. Thanks for your faithful rebuke 
of caste at Wesleyan. I share your regret 
that the lady was cowed. Shame on the 
chivalry of that minority! There yet re- 
mains oceasion for the fearless utterances of 
the HERALD on Southern issues. Fraterni- 
ty is heartily to be welcomed; but it is too 
soon to sing peans. Elijahs are needed more 
than Miriams to-day! The dear Lord guide 
us through the troublous maze!” 


The services of the visiting brethren on the 
Sabb:th—the two secretaries, Dr. J. P. 
Newman, Dr. L. R. Dunn, Rev. J. 8. Willis, 
of Seventh Street, New York, and lay breth- 
ren, Gen. Fisk and Oliver Hoyt — were thor- 
oughly appreciated. The day was one of 
the most unfavorable of the season, but good 
congregations were out, and where the col- 
lections were taken, the full measure of ex- 
pectation, and more, was reached. Rev. 
Brother Gracey, of Weymouth, and Hills, of 
Lynn, rendered particularly acceptable ser- 
vices, supplying places of expected visitors. 

The whole visitation has been a spiritual 
benediction. A hallowed influence und a 
generous inspiration have been left behind. 
Its results will be both immediate and last- 


ing. 





hs AS 2 es 
Averages are often unreliable and some- 
times provokingly deceptive. At the late 
missionary meeting one of the members of the 
committee having charge of the collections 
for the expenses of the series of services, 
remarked that two hundred dollars were 
wanted; that there were twenty-five hun- 
dred people present; that probably five 
hundred had left their pocket-books at 
home; and that ten cents apiece from the 
remainder would meet the requisition. Such 
portion of the audience as contributed took 


him at his word. One-half the amount re-| Conducted, furnishes me with all the relig- | on New Year’s eve. 


quired was raised, and twenty-seven dollars 
in bright ten-cent pieces camein! Ask for 
large sums; expect large sums; and ac- 
cording to your faith it shall be unto you. 
5 Ni te 

The informal missionary meetings held on 
Saturday, forenoon and afternoon, were 
particularly interesting and instructive. 
The morning meeting was gathered in Wes- 
leyan Hall, and the room was packed. Dr. 
Reid made an excellent practical talk, set- 
ting forth lucidly the present condition of 
the work throughout the field. General 
Fisk made a remarkably happy and devout 
address, referring to his New England par- 
entage, his conversion, the origin of his 
missionary interest, and rising to great 
fervor and earnestness as he closed. Dr. 
L. R. Dunn had vut a few moments, but he 
fervor up at once, and made a very ani- 
mated and persuasive address. The marked 
feature of the meeting was its deep relig- 
ious tone. In the afternoon, at Bromfield 
Street Church, a large audience was in at- 
tendance. Dr. Newman spoke with much 
power and at considerable length upon 
China; Dr. Reid upon India. Bishop Fos- 
ter followed with a capital practical exhor- 
tation upon the importance of having a def- 
inite and systematic plan of giving, by 
which every member of the Cburch, 
young and old, should be reached. These 
meetings served as an admirable prepara- 
tion for the missionary Sabbath. 


—_o—____ = 


The late Judge Richard Fletchey, of Bos- 
ton, left a fund in the care of Dartmouth 
College, the avails of which, amounting to 
$500, every two years, should be offered as 
a prize for the best essay setting forth the 
necessity of Christian consecration, offering 
the wisest considerations for counteracting 
worldly influences, and impressing Christian 
disciples with a solemn sense of their duty 
to exhibit the effects of religion in their 
lives and conversation. Two essays have 
already received the prize: that of Dr. 
Danl. W. Faunce, upon the Christian in the 
World, and the second, recently given, by 
Rev. W. W. Faris, of Clinton, Ill, on 
Children of the Light. The trustees of the 
college now renew the offer. The eompet- 
ing essays must be sent to the president be- 
fore December, 1877, with a nom de plume, 
and with the real name and address in a 
separate sealed letter. 
award are Dr. E. B. Webb, Dr. A. J. Gor- 
don, and Dr. J. E. Cookman. 





The Traveller says: “‘ A very interesting 
family reunion eccurred Monday afternoon 
and evening at the house of Joshua Merrill, 
36 East Chesier Park, Boston. There were 
present the descendants of Rev. Abraham 
D. Merrill, to the number of forty-two. Pa- 
rents, children, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren enjoyed pleasant converse 
for a few hours, and, after partaking of a 
bountiful supper, gathered in the parlors for 
an old-fashioned sing, after which Fat her 
Merrill made a few touching remarks and 
offered up a fervent prayer to God, for His 
blessing to rest upon each and all present. 

‘*The united ages of Father Merrill and his 
aix sons (all of whom were present) amount 
to three hundred and eighty-one years. 
Father Merrill’s eighty-first birthday will 
be in March next, and all present, from 
him to the youngest great-grandchild (« 
babe of ten weeks old), thoroughly enjoyed 
the occasion. 
scendants were absent, fifteen having al- 
ready passed over the river. It is given to 


few men to have their declining years solaced 
by the love and care of so large a family of 
descendants, and the many friends of Fa- 
ther Merrill, both in and out of the Method- 
ist denomination, will rejoice to learn that 
he has still health and strength to meet his 


affectionate family.” 
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Among the many Christian and family 


circles deeply afflicted by the late terrible 
railroad calamity in Ohio, is St. Paul’s M. E 


Church, Lowell, and the distressed house- 
His 
coat alone, like the garment of Joseph, is 
all thatcould be obtained to be returned, 
for his identification, to his family. Brother 
tice was president of the board of trus- 
tees, a brother of Mr. E. B. Rice, superin- 
tendent of Faneuil Hall Market, a man of 
remarkable probity of character, evenness 


hold of the late Mr. Jonathan Rice. 


The committee of 


Only three of the living de- 





At the Preachers’ Meeting, on Monday, 
regular business was suspended to hear 
from Drs. Reid and Dunn. The former ad- 
dressed the meeting, congratulating Boston 
on the success of the missionary effort of 
last week and the Sabbath. Dr. Dunn ex- 
pressed himself with like satisfaction as to 
his visit, and hoped to be able to come to 
Boston again. He exhorted all to put their 
hearts in the great missionary work, 

Dr. Dashiell, being called upon, said he 
liked to come to Boston. He took a very 
hopeful view of the future out-look of Meth- 
odism in general, and of the missionary so- 
ciety in particular; assuring us that the so- 
ciety had something to show for the debt, 
and that he had no doubt it would speedily 
be wiped out. He paid a most vigorous 
compliment to the Methodist preachers, 
claiming tbat the success of the Church and 
missions depended ultimately upon them. 

Several brethren then reported their Sab- 
bath missionary collections, which, though 
unfinished, showed a most gratifying in- 
crease. 

Oliver Hoyt, esq., was introduced, and ina 
pungent address urged the preachers to take a 
deeper interest, and to lay the facts of the 
cause more faithfully before the Church. 
He knew the Church would abundantly re- 
spond, 

Bishop Foster closed the speaking with a 
wonderfully inspiring exhortation. He 
urged the pastors to supplement the work 
of the last few days by a faithful pushing of 
the collections. He paid a most eloquent 
tribute to the efficient organization of the 
Methodist Church, which was heartily re- 
sponded to by the meeting. Cc. 


—_———_—- 


Rev. Dr. Coggeshall writes us from Po- 
easset, January 3d,as follows: ‘<I send 
you a happy New Year’s greeting. Awhile 
ago I commenced an article—an appeal in 
behalf of the HERALD, addressed to the 
Methodists of New Engiand; but as I have 
not been very well since my visit to the Cen- 
tennial, I know not when I shall finish it, 
according to plan. There are certain things 
in its history, which no living men can now 
tell, except myself and Dr. James Porter. 
But I will merely say, that it is now forty- 
seven years that I have been an agent,a 
reader, and a contributor to the HERALD. 
I have known all its editors from A. Lum- 
mus to yourself; and I wish to say, that it 
was never so well and so ably conducted, 
nor so worthy the patronage of our growing 
people, as at present. I once took the 
** Christian Advocate,” the “ Atlanta Advo- 
cate,” the ‘* Northwestern,” and the ** Meth- 
odist,” but I have dropped them all. They 
are of surpassing ability and loyal, but the 


ious news that I want, and for which I have 


ticle on the Plymouth brethren.” 


-s 
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The Christian Advocate appears in its 
new fourm. It is one of the largest of the 
sixteen-page papers, but its type being 
large, it does not contain any more matter, 
if as much as heretofore. Its open and 


quality of the paper, however, detracts 


the Book Concern. As the official organ of 
the Church, its success is a matter of pride 
and rejoicing for us all. 

The January number of the National Re- 
pository has been greatly delayed on its 
way from Cincinnati to Boston, so that the 
New England subscribers have not been 
supplied as early as they should have been. 
All will be right now, and there is reason to 
believe that delay will not occur again. 








The Contributor, published monthly by 
James H. Earle, 20 Hawley Street, Boston, 
grows in vigor and interest. It is one of the 
freshest and best of the purely religious ex- 
changes that comes to our office. 


: 





Book COMMITTEE NOTICE. — The annu- 
al meeting of the Book Committee will be 
held on Wednesday, Feb. 14, i877, at 805 
Broadway, New York city, commencing at 
9a.M. The members of the committee are 
required to be present on the day previous, 
so that the proceedings of local sub-com- 
mittees may be submitted to the Eastern 
and Western sections, as provided for in 
the Discipline 1 319 § 2. 

J. L. SMITH, Chairman. 

L. C. MATLACK, Sec’y. 

ALL Day MEETING.—The meeting an- 
nounced for January 12, will be deferred 
till Friday, January 19th. There will bea 
relay meeting in the Bromfield Street Church 
from 10 4. M.,to 4P.M. We earnestly in- 
vite all Methodist Churches in New En- 
gland to unite in this service of fasting and 
prayer. 








D. SHERMAN, 
D. DORCHESTER. 





ERRATA.— Some errors crept into our 
Sunday-school exposition on the 6th page: 
For “ Libni” read Tibni in the first column; 
and in the second column, for “ Syrian 
king,” read Tyrian king; and for ‘‘ Sejab” 
read Sejub. 








Notes from theChurehes. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Worcester. — The committee appointed 
by the recent preachers’ meeting, on the 
domestic missionary necessities of Worcester 
district reported the following: — 

That we regret that embarrassed condi- 
tion of the treasury of the parent Missionary 
Society of the M. E. Church, which necessi- 
tated a withdrawal from the N. E. Confer- 
ence of the usual annual appropriation. 

That in view of the now existing and 
prospective needs of many weak and strug- 
gling societies within the bounds of the Con- 
ference, and in view of the probability that 
unless something can be done to meet these 
needs these societies must either abandon 
their work and disorganize, or go on under 
great depression and difficulty, and believ- 
ing that the muss of our people throughout 
the bounds of the Conference would, if called 
upon, respond liberally to some organized 
effort to give these societies aid, we do here- 
by recommend the organization of a Home 
Missionary Society within the N. E. Confer- 
ence. 

That in order to the furtherance of this or 
some other like project, a committee of five 
be appointed, who with the Presiding Elder 
shall thoroughly examine the whole matter, 


ciation. 

The preachers of Worcester were ap- 
pointed that committee with Jefferson Has- 
call, D. D., Presiding Elder. 


next six months: 





and report at the next meeting of the asso- 


The following officers were elected for the 
President, Rev. F. G. 
Morris of Brookfield; vice presidents, Rev. 
G. 8. Chadbourne of Worcester and Rev. C. 
T. Johnson of Fitchburg; secretary and 


treasurer, Rev. V. M. Simons of Clinton 
The preachers of Worcester, with the sec- 
retary, were appointed committee on pro- 
gramme, 





Maiden. — Rev. Wm. H. Cook gave an en- 
tertainment to the Sabbath-school, Dec, 28, 
with the stereopticon, which was most high- 
ly relished by all, and universally regarded 
as deserving special mention. Judging 
from the success of Brother Cook on that 
evening, we can most heartily recommend 
his exhibitions as worthy of the largest pat- 
ronage. Some of the views were simply su- 
perb, and all were beautiful and finely fin- 
ished. K. 





Butlerville.—There is a handful of de- 
voted Methodists in this little hamlet of the 
town of Wilbraham, with a history deserv- 
ing record. Driven from a Union Church 
which they had helped to erect, they wor- 
shiped for a time in a school-house in the 
neighborhood. The same hostile influence 
soon closed this to them. Houseless but un- 
duunted still, they pitched a camp-meeting 
tent, and held service therein, until the ad- 
vance of the season warned them of ap- 
proaching winter, and they began to cast 
about for some adequate shelter. Poor in 
everything but faith and pluck, they essayed 
to build, encouraged and aided by our inde- 
fatigable Presiding Elder Whitaker, who 
often ministered to them. Their work was 
at length crowned with success, and on the 
27th ult., they for the first time, occu- 
pied a plain but neat and comely edifice of 
their own. Rev. Merritt Hulburd, of Spring- 
field, preached and managed the collection; 
and afterward, assisted by Rev. Bros. 
Adams, N. J. and A. B. Merrill, and Burby, 
dedicated it to the worship and service of 
Almighty God, according to the usages of 
the M. E, Church. 


and elegant churches good, to see how mucb 
enjoyment can be found in the building 
which a few hundreds of dollars has fur- 
nished this community. 





Hyde Park.— Our Church greatly en- 
joyed the discourse of Rev. Dr. Dashiell 
last Sunday night and increased the mis- 
sionary collection to 300 per cent. of the 
amount raised last year. The Church is 
struggling courageously under its heavy 
debt, and is in a good spiritual condition. 
Its pastor, Rev. J. S. Whedon, has a fine 
reputation in the community, and is proving 
himself to be an excellent pastor and an 
able preacher. * 





West Dennis. — This flourishing society 
has just completed and furnished a fine par- 
sonage at an expense of about $3,400, giving 
them one of the best on the district. Under 
the leadership of that indefatigable worker, 
Brother A. E. Hall, this Church is marching 
steadily forward in all its departments. P. 





the pastor, W. L. Phillips, was presented 


time, And if, in any instance, more is| with a beautiful family Bible valued at $35. | have purchased a place of worship in Bun- 
wanted, it always tells me where I can find | the gift of the society. The Church is in an | ker’s new building at an expense of $2,500. 
it, as in the late reference to Dr. Steele’s ar- | unusually prosperous condition, and who-| They have a comfortable room 65 by 50 feet, 


ever may be sent to them next year will ffnd | furnished with settees and other convenien- 
a pleasant home among a kind and aitentive | ces. 


people. P. 
[See also on page 7.) 
tiie 


MAINE. 





ago, and for forty years has worshiped in a 


ership of Rev. I. Lord, who had served this 
Church three years, the society decided to 
move the church edifice to Berwick village, 
opposite Great Falls, where a flourishing 
manufacturing village is rapidly springing 
up. Soon after Conference the old building 
was torn down and removed to its new site, 
and, under the direction of a most efficient 
building committee, was enlarged and remod- 
eled into a very beautiful and commodious 


trimmed with black walnut. The floors are 
carpeted throughout, and the furnishing is 
in keeping with the building. Ample ac- 
commodation for the orchestra is provided, 
back of the pulpit. The auditorium will 
comfortably seat about 400 persons. 

Bishop R.S. Foster dedicated this church 
January 4th. Notwithstanding the storm 
and severe cold of that day, the church was 
well filled at 2P.M. The Bishop preached 
a simple, eloquent, masterly sermon on Ro- 
mans viii, 18: ‘‘Glory which shall be re- 


worshiper,” in which the Bishop in the 
most convincing manner enforced the doc- 
trine of man’s spiritual nature, and its su- 
perior dignity and claims over the material 
body. The Bishop most happily introduced 
the matter of raising the indebtedness, and 
in a few minutes, by the most cheerful giv- 
ing, $600 was raised, and the church was 
dedicated free of debt. Several preachers 
of the Maine and New Hampshire Confer- 
ences were present, and assisted in the dedi- 
eatory services; and despite the unfavora- 
ble day the occasion was delightful. 

Much credit is due Brother I. Lord, the 
former pastor, Rev. C. A. Wilson, pastor, 
Mr. Alvin B. Spencer, Charles H. Horn, 
John Gowell, and the ladies’ circle, for the 
successful issue of the enterprise. And, by 
the blessing of God, there is a bright future 
for this Church. 





On Friday evening of last week the Mer- 
cantile Library Association formally opened 
its new apartmerts in Farrington block. 
The association have now a library of 5,000 
volumes. 

The city council of Portland passed a res- 
olution at a late meeting, requesting the 
legislature to repeal the law exempting re- 
ligious institutions from taxation. 


Luther H. Tucker, a young man acting as 
agent for the AmericanjTract Society, can- 
vassing in Bartlett, N. H., was instantly 
killed by a train on the Ogdensburgh rail- 
road last Thursday, 4th inst. 

The county jail workshop, which has 
been in operation about one year, has netted 
the county $1,346. 


The Hyer sisters rendered “Out of 
Bondage,” in the Army and Navy course, 
January 4b. 

The emancipation proclamation was cele- 
brated in the colored Methodist Zion 
Chureh, New Year’s night. Several ad- 
dresses were made. 

The new coffee-house under the auspices 
of the temperance women of Portland, sit- 
uated on Temple Street under the Adams 
House, will be the place for temperance 
people to lunch hereafter. The energetic 
and enterprising ladies who, in the love of 
humanity, have inaugurated this movement, 
should have the fullest sympathy and co- 
operation. 

A council of Congregational churches 
convened at Gorbam, January 2, and voted 
to dismiss Rev. L. Z. Ferris from the pas- 
torate of the Congregational Church at that 





tor of the Congregational Church at West 


Corliss Street Free Baptist Chureb, Bath. 
The Methodist Church at Beacon Street, 


Dedication at Berwick. — Methodism | Rev. Mr. Ladd, pastor, are enjoying pros- 
fresh type is inviting in appearance; the | Was planted in Berwick about seventy years | perity. 


place. Mr. Ferris has been greatly beloved 
by his people, and his removal is much re- 
gretted. 

Rey. Geo. R. Merrill was installed pastor 
of the Second Congregational Church, Bid- 
deford, Tuesday, 2d inst. 


Watch-night services were held in Chest- 
nut Street and Pine Street churches, Port- 
land, and were fully attended till the close. 

Le 


Items. — Mark Knight, esq., one of the 
oldest and most highly respected citizens of 
Otisfield, died Dec. 26th, aged 76 years. 

The Eduéational Association of Maine 
met at Bath, Wednesday, Dec. 27th. The 
following interesting papers were. read be- 
fore the associatien ; ‘‘ Educational Reform,” 
Charles Fish, A. M., of Oldtown; ‘‘ Gram- 
mar School Work,” Arthur B. Morrill, of 
Portland; ‘“ Elementary Science in the Pub- 
lie Schools,” by Horatio O. Ladd, of the 
New Hampshire Normal School; *‘ The Lan- 
guage,” by Mr. D. A. Robiason, of Bangor; 
** The Teacher a Student,” by Albert C. Per- 
kins, of Phillips (Exeter) Academy ; “ Teach- 
ing Geography,” by G. T. Fietcher of the 
Castine Normal School; ‘ English Litera- 
ture,” by Prof. Chapman of Bowdoin Col- 
lege. Earnest discussion followed the pre- 
sentation of these papers. The second day 
of the session papers were presented on the 
following topics: ** Arithmetic,” by Rev. Dr. 


Keyes of Biddeford High School. 


thell of Augusta, C, Fish of Oldtown, Miss 
A. M. Tate of Lewiston. 


gusta, State editor of N. E. Journal of 
Education, and N. A. Luce of Augusta. 


Several resolutions were adopted, among 
which was the following : — 


libraries throughout the State. 
supplying the Baptist Church at Lamoine. 


in a few days. , 
Rey. J. S. Cogswell has been elected pas- 


Auburn. 
Rev. Orrin A. Smith of Richford, Vt. 


Rev. G. R. Reed has resigned the pastor- 


ate of the Baptist Church at Lisbon Falls, on | health for a few weeks past, has so far re- 


account of ill health, He intends going to | eovered as to resume his pulpit labors. 
California to try the effects of a milder cli- 


South Yarmouth. —Interesting watch-| mate. The prayers of the Church and of his i 
HERALD in its present form, and as now | night services were held in the M. E. Cbureh | D¥merous friends in Maine will follow 
At the close of which | bim. 


The Free Baptist Society of North Anson 


There is a good religious interest in the 


Rev. Mr. Bean, pastor, and Wesley Church, 


Madrid is having a tobacco reform which 


somewhat from its favorable look. It ean| church building located at what has been| ph». been long needed. The prisoners in the 
but be interesting and valuable with its able |@enominated Cranberry Meadow, about) 4 yousta jail since May last have made 180 
editorial corps, its wide list of correspond- | three miles from Great Falls, N. H. About| cases of boots, 200 pairs of slippers, and 
ents, and all the large resources behind it of | one year since, under the counsel and lead-| 1 509 pairs of heels. 


Dr. T. F. Turner, an eminent physician of 
Leeds, died Wednesday, Dec. 27th, after a 
protracted and painful illness. His death is 
much Jamented by all who knew him. c. 
(See also on page 7.] 





EAST MAINE. 


Dexter.—Dec. 17, twenty-one persons 


sented themselves before God and the 
Church for prayer. 

Dec. 26, the citizens of this good village, 
led on by the brethren of the Church, as- 
sembled at our vestry, and left us the 
handsome sum of $175 as atoken of their 
love for, and sympathy with, us in our late 
sickness and trouble: For this, as well as 
their constant -care for us, we feel grateful 
indeed. L. L. Hanscom. 





In one of the recent storms a vessel went 


Island, and all on board were lost. Nothing 
is known of the vessel but her official num- 
ber, which is 66,891, and tonnage, which is 
111 45-100. She was entirely broken up and 
name gone when first seen. Three bodies 
have been found, but have nothing on them 
which reveal who they were, or where they 
belonged. 

A pinky schooner, name unknown, was 
seen to capsize on the bar of Petit Menan 
Island, and drifted out to sea. Her sails were 
set at the time she went on the bar, but the 
distance from the shore was so great that no 
person could be seen on her deck. Undoubt- 
edly the crew were all lost. 


Prof. Foster, of Frederickton, N. B., lect- 
ured on temperance in Hancock hall, Ells- 
worth, Wednesday evening, Dec. 27, under 
the auspices of the Woman’s Aid Society. 
He came with the reputation of a scholarly 
writer, a philosophical reasoner, and a very 
interesting speaker. He fully sustained the 
reputation which preceded him. With such 
champions in the temperance reform, a 
brighter day dawns for the province of New 
Brunswick. 

Effort is put forth to induce Rev. L. P. 
Pendleton, recently a pastor in Philadelphia 
to supply the pulpit of the Baptist Church in 
Blue Hill. 

Five persons were admitted to full mem- 
bership in the Methodist Church in Harring- 
ton village, Dee. 24th. 

Twenty-six have lately been baptized, 
twenty-four received on probation, and two 
admitted to Church membership in the Cas- 
tine charge; alarge number of whom were 
converted at the North Castine camp-meet- 
ing. 

Union religious meetings are in progress 
in Cherryfield, conducted by the Methodist 
and Baptist Churches, with increasing inter- 
est. 

Calais is enjoying a temperance revival. 

Christmas was duly observed in many of 
the Churches. Santa Claus must be omni- 
present, or an old gentleman of very quick 
step. The children of smaller and larger 
growth are rejoicing in the results of his an- 
nual visit. Some of his gifts show him to 
possess a mine of fun, and others that he is 
an old joker. 

Brother Whitney, pastor of the Methodist 
Church in Eastport, East Maine Conference, 
is afflicted in the death of his wife. She died 
of congestion of the lungs, after an illness of 
ten days. 





Hill of Portland; ‘‘ Metric System,” by W. | Crosses. 
F. Bradbury of Cambridge High School, tary from the organ, followed with singing | International Lessons which appear in any Lessou 
Mass.; and “Rhetorical Drill,’ by Mr.| bythe school. Prof. Barbour then offered a 


lowing officers fur the ensuing year were | Sive readings. From the report of the sec- 
elected: President, Albro E. Chase, Port- | retary, Mr. A. E. Gilman, it appeared that 
land; vice president, H. L. Chapman, Bow- | the total number of scholars for the past year 
doin College; secretary, W. O. Fletcher, | is 186, and that the average attendance has 
Rockland; executive committee, W. J. Cor- | been 100. 


Resolved, That we recommend to the next | ® : 
Legislature the enactment of a law provid-| Church, Newport, and one more society 


ing for the establishment of city and town | may be added to the honored and happy | pupils. It will also contain an adaptation of the 

Mr. T d lessons for average pupils, maps, a 
: ‘ aft r. Lownsend, | ary, review exercises, “Bible drill.” and many 
Mr. Herbert Tilden of Colby University is | not satisfied with giving a thousand dollars | Charming features. Per year.............. 0 25 


towards paying for their chapel], added the 
Rev. M. Yeoman s o pe smstalled pastor |S@merous gift of a hundred dollars for the 
of the Free Baptist Church in Farmington poor of the Church, when he ascertained | ter. and wil! be precisely what the lovers of a wise 
he brethren had raised enough to cancel | 
the debt. All honor to this noble man, and 
to this courageous, prosperous Church! Its 
history is remarkable. 


ones that are out of debt. 


visit to Providence. 
t 


t 
in the Providence Conference. 
could do better service in this direction. 


Rey. Herbert Tilden, of Colby University, 
Waterville, is spending his vacation in La- 
moine, supplying ‘the pulpit of the Baptist 
Church. Already the harvest time has 
come to the sower. 

Rey. C. E. Harden, State missionary of 
the Baptist Church, and Rey. N. Hunt, are 
holding meetings in the Baptist Churches 
in Hancock county with gracious success. 
At East Trenton a good work is sdvancing. 
At West Trenton there have been a number 
of conversions, and others have risen for 
prayers. 


The Piscataquis County Sunday-school 
Association met in convention in the Meth- 
odist church in Dover, Dec. 26-27. If these 
Sunday-school gatherings can devise some 
way to put sufficient life into two or three 
Sunday-school workers in very many sparse- 
ly settled communities, so that the Sunday- 
school work shall be pressed during the win- 
ter months, one great mistake inherited from 


Church will be largely increased. In many 
sparsely settled communities the Sunday- 
school never adjourns. May it not be thus 
in all such communities ? 


The sixty-third anniversary of the first 
parish Sunday-school of Bangor was held in 
the evening of Dec. 24th. The church was 
abundantly decorated with wreaths and 
The service opened with a volun- 





RHODE ISLAND. 


evering brethren of the Thames Street 


Perhaps no other 


Rev. 8S. O. Benton, who has been in ill 


Rey. Dr. Patten has lately made a brief 
Having served two of 


No man 


L. 
[See also on page 7.) 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE, 


“The meetings in this vicinity increase in in- 
terest. The snow is so deep that some of the 
people cannot come except with ox-teams. 
Two weeks ago a young man drove his oxen 
nearly three miles to bring his mother and 


neighbors to the meeting. As might be ex- 
pected, he rose for prayers that same night. 


ead The goud Lord blesses all who help them- 


selves.” 





Milton Mills. — We are holding union 


house of worship —a monument of the en-| Were received into the Church from proba-| meetings, and God is blessing His people. 
terprise of the brethren, and an ornament| tion, and two by letter. Watch-night ser-| several have already come to Christ. Some 
to the village. The interior of the chureh is | Vices were held New Year’s eve, consisting of | haye found Him, and many more are deeply 
very pretty. The pews are of the latest and | 898%, Prayers and exhortations, with great | convicted. It is none other than the work 
most comfortable style, made of brown ash | Pleasure and profit, Four penitents pre-| of God, 


A. B. CARTER. 





Gleanings.— The Dover M. E. Church 
cleared over $225 on a course of five lect- 
ures this season. 

A circularis out calling for a convention 
to open at Fisherville, Jan. 16th, for ‘ the 
revival of piety in the Churches, and the 
spread of scriptural holiness throughout our 
work.” The subjects announced for dis- 
cussion, and the speakers, promise an occa- 
sion of interest and profit. 

The Christmas gift of Rev. E. R. Wilkins 


vealed in us.” His subject was “ Man, the! sshore on Marshall’s Island, near Swan’s | to the Church at Claremont, of which he is 


pastor, which we mentioned last week, was 
formally and gratefully received, Dec. 28th, 
at a social gathering, and a roll of green- 
backs containing seventy-six dollars, was 
tendered Mr. Wilkins. 


The two Churches at Plymouth have ex- 
tended an invitation to the evangelist, Rev. 
Charles Fowler, to hold a series of meet- 
ings there, which he has accepted. The 
meetings commenced Sundays, Jan. 7. 

Rev. W. F. Bacon, pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church at Laconia, has tendered 
his resignation, to take effect immediately. 
Mr. Bacon has been pastor here five years, 
and is highly esteemed. 

Deacon J. B. Flanders, of Concord, was 
the recipient of a handsome New Year’s 
present from his Sunday-school class. 

The Congregational Church of West Leb- 
anon received $1,500 from the will of the 
late Jacob S. Prescott. 

The Methodists of Winchester cleared 
$60 ata recent festival. 

Miss Clara Cushman, daughter of the 
pastor of the Chestnut Street Church, Nash- 
ua, @ very successful teacher, both in day 
and Sunday-schools, was surprised with a 


»| New Year’s visit from ber Sunday-school 


class, who left a substantial token of their 
regard. H. 
[See also on page 7.) 
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Whittaker’s Almanac gives for the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, 59 Bishops, 2 
Bishops elect, 3,171 priests and deacons, 
268,534 communicants, 26,429 Sunday-school 
teachers, 245,397 Sunday-school scholars, 
$6,539,927 of benevolent contributions. 














DEAFNESS CURED. 


Even in cases of longstanding and apparently 
hopeless. 


DISCHARGES FROM THE EAR, 
From whatever cause, permanently healed. 
CATARRH, OFFENSIVEJBREATH, 


Throat Affeetions, Asthma, Bronchitis, ete., radi- 
cally cured, and all diseases of the 


EYE, 


Whether requiring medical or surgical aid, suc 
cessfully attended by 


DR. A. P. LIGHTHILL, 
5S Tremont Place, rear of Tremont House 
Hours from 9 till 2 268 











tors in making it beiter than ever. 
cents per copy. 


cultivated and critical taste. 
for use by the intermediate as by the primary 
Success has crowned the efforts of the per- WOSTNTs UP FON inden ec cosvedsctcsccetionse oe 26 


oO 
D. Steele, D. D. 





MORTGAGES NEGOTIATED, 


Large Estates taken charge of, and R \» 
the fathers will be corrected, and the harvest | tected on reasonable terms, sans 2 


of souls from the Sunday-schools into the | ii oyri'es for sale im Boston,and all suburban 


Office, 7 Exchange Place, 


248 BOSTON. 


INTERNATIONAL BIBLELE SSONS, 


BEREAN HELPS FOR 1877. 


1. THE SUNDAYV-SCHOOL JOURNAL 





will continue to wublish the richest notes on the 


Help. It is the purpose of the editor to make the 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL for 1877 the richest, 

The fol-| fervent prayer. The school united in respon- | strongest, best, and most attractive Lesson Help 
published in the world, 


Single copies per year............esee00s 0 65 
To clubs of six or more, each............. 0 55 


2. THE BEREAN LEAF for 1877 will 


be slightly modified, and the moaifications will be 
decided improvements. 
low figure ot five dollars and fifty cents per hundred 
copies as heretofore. The unparalled success ot the 
Several conversions have lately occurred | Berean Leaf has justified the publishers and edi- 
Committee on | in the Congregationalist Church at East ‘Or- 
It would do the occupants of expensive | teachers and places: W. J. Corthell of Au- | rington. C.A.P. 


It will be publisned at the 


Per year, 5} 


3.'THE PICTURE LESSON PAPER 


e for 1877 wil be edited by an accomplished lady. 


The Picture Lesson Paper, wil\ fully satisfy the most 
It is as well adapted 


4.THE BEREAN QUARTERLY. — 


The Qaarterly will contain condensed potes on the 
lessons, and questions especially adapted to older 


ible dietion- 


5. THE BEREAN QUESTION BOOK 


for 1877 will appear in « new. evlarged, and greauy 
improved fourm, (t will contain much more mat- 


uestion book willapprove. Per copy....0 20 
Interleaved Edition..,............0 50 
6. THE LEAF CLUSTER for Primary 


Classes will be provided as usual each quarier. It 
will be edited by Rev. Dr. J. M. F 
society in the Conference has received so | every lesson will be printed in bold, beautiful type, 
» bas! much voluntary help from people outside 
been called to the pastorate of the Baptist 


Church in Turner. 


REEMAN, and 


on sheet 24 x 38 inches, and have an original black- 
board sketch by FRANK BEARD, Esq 


Methodism; among other things a parson- somely colored. Per quarter, $1. Per yeur @4 oo 
age from a Congregational lady. 


band- 


7. THE NORMAL CLASS, — which has 


been published monthly for the past two years, will 
hereaiter be published as a QUARTERLY MAGa- 
ZINE, devoted to two special objects: First, It will 
coutain private hirts to superintendents in con- 
nection with the International Lessons, Necondly, 
It will contain Normal Class Lesson pa 
The Church at Westerly has lately real- directions for the management of Normal Chasses. 


rs and 


Sach number of this magazine will contaia thirty- 


zed two hundred dollars from a fair. six pages. Per year.......... sdiakinnnskball 80 50 


8. COMMENTARY.—Whedon’s Com- 


op etl on Sym ty! and Mark. 12mo. Price,$1.75. 
On Luke and John. 
he Churches of this city as pastor, he is al- | Romans 


ways a most welcome visitor. 


Dr. Steele’s suggestion that a member of | !2mo $2.50. Kings to Esther. 
the New England Conference, who feels 
drawn to the work of an evangelist, be pro- 
vided with the means of support, meets A Se and other kinds of Sunday School Iliustra- 
with warm response from the hearts, if not | stories for the Intervational Lessons of 1877. Pmo 
he pockets, of his old associates and friends | PET COPV----+++++-e+eeeeeereeeeeeeeeneeens $150 


mo. $1.75. On Acts and 
12mo. $1.75, On 1 Corinthians to2 Tim- 
thy. 19mo. $175. Joshua 1o 2 Samuel. By 
and M. S&S. Terry, A. M. 
By M.S. Terry. A. 
o2, MM epemscorqcncepmntnedéneceses coteces $2.50 


®. THRSUGH THE EYE TO 


THE 
HEART gives tull directions for Biackboard 


Blackboard Exercise, Object Lessons, and 


10. THE LESSON COMPEND tor 1877, 
by Rev. JESSE LYMAN HURLBUOUT, A. M., consists 
of the very best selections fom standard and valu- 
able commentaries, sermons,etc. Per copy. O 


NELSON & PHILLIPS. Publish’s 
805 Broadway, New York, 


JAMES P. MAGEE, Agent, tor N. E 
Enfield. — Rev. G. C. Noyes writes:—| 262 38 Bromfield St.. Boston. 








ECCLESIASTICAL, 
CHURCH 
and LODGE 


FURNITURE, 


This set complete in solid Black 
Walnut, Ash or Chestnut, elegant 
polished panels. 
Upholstered in Terry, $75; Plush, $85. 
25 Patterns of Church Sets in stock 
$45 to $800. 
Medal awarded by the U. S. Centennial 
Commission at Philadelphia. 
Altars, Lecterns, Fonts, Commun- 
ion=-Tables, Collection-Boxes, Set- 
tees. Pew-=Cushions on hand or 
made to order at short notice. 
We also have one of the largest 
and finest stocks of Household FPurni- 
ture to be found in America. 
Photographs and Price Lists sent 
on application. 


PAINE’S MANUFACTORY, 


48 CANAL STREET, BOSTON. 
254 





| ath ay Joy forever? 





Fer Beauty of Polish, Saving of Labor, 
Freeness from Dust, Durability and 
Cheapvess, itis truly Unrivalied. 
MORSHEBROS Prop’s Canton. M’ss 
202 





HALLETT & CUMSTON 


Pianos. 


517 Washington Street, 
BOSTON. 


Pianos Sold on Easy Ine 


stalments. Pianosto Let. 
216 


CHICKERING & SONS, 
PIANO FORTES, 


156 Tremont. St., 130 Fifth Avenue 
{ReeTten. NEW YORK. 








ALLET. DAVIS& CO 


Ee TT ON ET NL Ul deren: 


UPRIGHTS BEST IN THE WORLD. 


Only Upright exhibited at the Centennial receive 
ing SPECIAL MENTION, 


Every vasiery of Grand and Square 
Pianos, 


484 WASHINGTON S&T. 


Nearly Opposite Temple Place, BOSTON, 
@™ Send for lilustrated Catalogue, Free. at 
234 eow 


HAMILL'S 
Giant Organs. 


A New Vlassof Pipe Church Organs 


No.1. Price $550, equal to any $1,000 organ, 
No.2. Price $700, equal to any $1,500 organ 

No. 3, (rice $850, equal toany $2,000organ. 
Calland see them. Sendforcircular. Made only by 
S.8S. HAMILL, Chureh Organ Builder 
228 «6101 Gore St., East Cambridge ,Mase. 


HOME SAVINGS 
BANK, 


Masonic Temple, Tremont Street, 


Sree TN MAM ULL Ld ee 








CORNER ot BOYLSTON. 


DEPOSITS go on Interest the frst day of next 
month, 

DIVIDENDS paid in April and October, on 
money that has remained inthe bank three months 
or more, 


Bank Hours — From ® A. M.to 3 P. M. (On 


@ | SA CURDAYS till 8 o’clock (n the evening. 


192 


BEACH & COOK, 


Merchant Tailors. 


503 NEW NO. 
Washington Street. 


NEW FALLGOODS, 


A Splendid Assortment 
OF ALL THE NEWEST STYLES, 
for Suitings, Overcoats and 
Trowsers. 





CHAMBERS 





YOUR CHILDREN 


WANT THESE TWO MAGAZINES. 
Wide Awake, $2 perannum. 


The Popular Pictorial Magazine. 
3 months for 50cts. Try it! 
BABYLAND. 5 cts.perannum. Large print. 


Heavy paper. Fullof Pictures. For the smallest 
children, Six months for cts, Try it. Address 


D. LOTHROP & CO., 
on Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 





A Set of 3 8. 8. Papers. 


Our three papers constitute a com=- 
plete set for all ages in the Sunday 
Scheol. Having been previously pro= 
nounce’a THE BEST, they are now 
BETTEK THAN EVER. Send tor Spe 
cimens. 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKES & CO., 
PUBLISHERS FOR 


The American Tract Society, Bostott. 
| 66 








FOR 
For only $3. 


AC 


LAPILINUM 


JAMBS P. 








A COMPLETE BLACKBOARD OUTFIT 


1877, 
50 Post-paid. 


> §; ————_} F_ es — 


WITH BLACKBOARD EXERCISES 


1877 
4 v \ =A 5 


SENT WITH 12 SQUARE FEET 3x4 


BLACKBOARD 


$5.50 
FOR De). DU FREE 


BY MAIL. 


12 square feet of this b'ackboard cloth, ** the best kind of 
blackboard,” with Grafts’ “Thkovun tHe Eye TO THE 
HEART.” new edition (3% new) containing the whole theory of 
blackboard work and blackboard exercises, object les- 
sons, stortes, etc., onall the International lessons 
for 1877, sent tg mail on receipt of $3.50. 


268 38 Bromfield St.. Boston. 
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THE SUNDAY SOHOOL. 
First Quarter. 
Sunday, January 21. 
Lesson III, 1 Kings xvi, 33-34. 





BY REV. W. E. HUNTINGTON, 





OMRI AND AHAB. 


Afier the disastrous and degenerating 
reign of Jeroboam, who occupied the 
throne of Israel for twenty-two years, 
fullowed, as kings of Israe), Nadab, two 
years; Baasha, twenty-four years; 
Elab, two years; Zimri, seven days; 
Oari, twelve years; and Ahab, twenty- 
two years. These successive reigns 
cover a period of fifty-seven years, 
from 975 B. C. to 918 B.C. Jeroboam 
broke the second commandment of the 
moral law,and its accompanying penalty 
for violation consequently fell upon the 
generations that followed bim. “ I 
will visit the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the chiidren, unte the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me.” 
It is the terrible nature of sin to seek 
lower and lower depths of depravity. 
If a man, or a family, or a nation be- 
gins to fall from an eminent place, the 
natural course is, swifter and deeper 
plunges downward towards ruin. Like 
a rock that is broken from the ledge 
upon the crest of a mountain, and be- 
gins to roll down its deep side, gather- 
ing momentum at every leap it makes, 
so the higher the starting point of the 
transgressor, the deeper and swifter the 
Japse towards moral ruin. The power 
of example, the power of hereditary 
taint, the decay of moral vitality whicb 
invites moral disease, make it a fearfully 
sinful thing for parents to sin, If the 
generations are not growing be'ter as 
they come and go in swiit succession, 
they are just as surely growing vastly 
worse, as that the rock falls swifter at 
every foot of its plunge down the 
mountain side. 

Omri. - called to rule over Israel in 
the thirty-first year of the reign of Asa, 
king of Judab. He was evidently a 
man of strength, having given the name 
to the monarchy for a Jong, subsequent 
period. He had been “‘ captain of the 
host,” and was summoned by the peo- 
ple to depose the usurper, Zimri, and 
take the sceptre himself. A civil war 
followed immediately after his ac- 
cession to power, conducted by two 
brothers, Libni and Joram, on one 
side, and Omri onthe other; Omri con- 
quering aftera four years’ struggle. 

Sia years reigned he in Tirzah — the 
first half of his reign. Tirzah was an 
ancient Canaanitish town pleasantly 
situated, and thus spoken of in Solo- 
mon’s Song. Some have thought it to 
have been also called Sbechem ; others, 
that it was sitaated near the latter. 

He bought the hill Samaria, ete. For 
about $3,000, Omri purchased this site 
for his palace, and the seat of his gov- 
ernment; for about two bundred years 
it continued to be Israel’s capital. “It 
was as though Versailles had taken the 
place of Pariv, or Windsor of London.” 
In the centre of a circle of mountains 
that rose amphitheatre-like against the 
horizon lay this oblong hill, a ‘‘ vast, 
luxurious couch, in which its nobles 
rested securely.” 

It combined in a union not elsewhere 
found in Palestine, strength, beauty and fer- 
tility. It commanded a full view of the sea 
and the plain of Sharon on the one hand, 
and of the vale of Shechem on the other. 
The town sloped down from the summit of 
the hill; a broad wall with a terraced top 
ran around it. The inferior houses were 
built of white brick, the rafiers of sycamore ; 
the grander of hewn stone and cedar. It 
was the only great city of Palestine created 
by the sovereigns, All the others had been 
already consecrated by patriarchal tradition 
Or previous possession (Sianley). 


Omri wrought evil. He not only 
practiced the idolatrous customs that 
Jeroboam bad instituted, but legalized 
this heathenism. He ‘‘ did worse than 
all that were before him.” The “ stat- 
utes of Omri” were alterwards spoken 
of as a cause of the ‘desolation of 
Israel” (Mic. vi, 16). The first step in 
wickedness is to break away from the 
restraints of righteous law. After iniq- 
uity bas grown rank and Juxurious, it 
seeks to intrench ilself by law. The 
slave-holder wanted the fugitive slave 
law. The rum-sciler is measurably 
satisfied with a license law, as a fenve 
against prohibition, Tse powers of 
darkness seem totry to manipulate the 
Jaw-power so as to Shield human wick- 
edness. 

He walked in all the ways of Jeroboam, 
etc. He was allowed to follow a bad 
example; Jehovah seems to have been 
grieved away, and idols are Israel’s 
gods. 

To provoke the Lord God of Israel to 
anger with their vanilies. Idolatry 
among the unenlightened heathen can- 
not be such a source of grief to the 
divine mind, as was this lapse into false 
worship by the Israelites, from a better 
faith. Backsliding is a flagrant crime 
against the goodness of God, as well as 
against the conscience that has once 
been enlightened. 

The rest of the acis of Omri, etc. The 
chronicles to which reference is: made 
here, are not extant. We only know 
that Omri was brave in his acts; but 
that he was also bad, destroys the 
nature of his heroism. No bad man 
can be a real hero. Mere physical 
bravery without moral integrity behind 
it, is little above the courage of the 
brute. Nothing else in a man’s char- 
acter can compensate for moral weak- 
ness. 

Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 
Omri passed away and was buried in 
Samaria; but one of his own blood 
came into power. Some outward pros- 
perity seemed to be inaugurated for the 
Israelitish power with this reign, 
which continued for twenty-two. years. 

And Ahab... did evil . . above 
all, ete. Notice the increase ef wicked- 


ness with the successive sovereigns. 
Jehovah has let go of His people ap- 
parently. True worship has been lost 
out of their religion for nearly half a 
century. The lesser sins of Jeroboam 
have grown into stalwart upas-trees, 
that are overgrowing and poisoning the 
national life. 

As if t& had been a light thing, ete. 
His conscience was callous. He did 
not look upon the things which Jero- 
boam had done as sins at all. Idolatry 
was now a popular custom. Constant 
repetition of an unlawfal act will make 
the actor morally insensible to bis guilt 
at last. This is one of the most fearful 
consequences of sin, that it hardens and 
sears the most delicate faculties of the 
soul. What power can save a soul that 
is “‘ past feeling?” This insensibility 
of conscience is one of the. strongest 
arguments for the everlastingness of the 
condition of the unsaved. 

He took to wife Jezebel. Ahab was 
an idolater, a polygamist, and married 
**a woman, in whom, with the reck- 
less and licentious habits of an oriental 
queen, were united the fiercest and 
sternest qualities inherent in the old 
Semitic race. His marriage with this 
princess was one of those turning 
points in the history of families, where 
a new influencerunslike poison through 
all its branches and transforms it into 
another being.” 

And went and served Baal and wor- 
shiped him. Etbbaal, the father of 
Jezebel, was now the Syrian king who, 
according to Phoenician history, had 
come to the throne by the murder of his 
brother. He was also the high-priest 
of Ashteroth. Coming from such stock, 
and possessed of a strong, reckless 
nature, it is easy to see that Jezebel was 
to become, as Ahab’s queen, a power- 
ful, degenerating influence in the comt 
of Israel. Baal was the name of the 
chief male divinity of the Pheenicians, 
whose worship was principally at Tyre. 
According to biblical description of the 
worship of this god, there was incense 
offered to him, also the sacrifice of bul- 
locks, and even of childrens as in the 
worship of Moloch. Priests during the 
sacrifice danced about the altar, and 
when their prayers were not answered, 
cut themselves with knives until the 
blood flowed. 

He reared up an allar for Baal in the 
house of Baal. Ahab bad given him- 
self up to the influence of an idolatrous 
woman. She was the ruling spirit. 
Idolatry was now upon tke throne of 
Israel. The king built a temple and 
altar to this strange divinity. Jero- 
toam began by worshiping God through 
symbols. Ahab worships the images, 
and builds for them altars. 

This sanctuary consecrated to Baal was of 
a size sufficient to contain all the worshipers 
of Bual that the northern kingdom could 
furnish. Four hundred and fifty prophets 
frequented it. In the centre wus Baal, the 
sun-god; around him were the inferior di- 
vinities. In front of the temple, stood ona 
stone pillar the figure of Baal alone (Stan- 
ley). 

Ahab made a grove. This may also 
be translated, instead of ‘ grove,” 
an image of Askteroth or Astarte, the 
female divinity corresponding to Baal, 
in the Pheenician worship. 

Ashteroth was the “‘ queen of heaven,” 
representing the moon. The rites of her 
worship were exceedingly impure. The 
sanctuary of Astarte was under the especial 
patronage of Jezebel. Four bundred priests 
ministered at this unholy altar, and were sup- 
ported at the queen’s table. 

In his days did Hiel .... build 
Jericho. Joshua had pronounced a 
curse upon this city which fell into his 
hands after a seven days’ siege. In 
the face of this curse, however, Hie] 
undertook to rebuild upon its ruins. 

Cursed be the man before the Lord, that 
riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho; he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in his first- 
born, and in his youngest son shall he set 
up the gates of it (Josh. vi, 26). 

The unfortunate and reckless builder 
found a literal fulfillment of this threat. 
Abiram and Sejab perished in this im- 
pious work. God’s law and threaten- 
ings were all set aside by the back- 
slidden nation. There was nothing for 
them now but the retributions which 
are sure to follow idolatry and disobe- 
dience. 


ZION’S HERALD QUESTIONS, 
From the Notes. 
Berean Lesson Series,January 21. 
1 Who was Omri, and when did he 
begin to reign ? 
2 Describe the site of his new capi- 
al. 
3 Why should Omri naturally do 
worse than his predecessors ? 
4 Who was Ahab, and when did he 
begin to reign ? 
5 Describe the chief divinities of the 
Zidonians. 
6 What was the character of Jeze- 
bel ? 
7 What evidence is there of her 
powerful influence at court ? 
8 What lesson is taught by this his- 
tory as to the nature of sin ? 


- 








CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE. 





BY MRS. 8. J. WHEELER. 





No people were ever permitted to 
enjoy a more remarkable manifestation 
of this kind of influence, than the peo- 
ple of Chicago at this time. Mr. 
Moody’s ministerings have been the di- 
vine means toward producing this most 
desirable end. His power over the 
masses is unbounded. He folds them 
in his sympathetic arms, and seems to 
have an antidote for every buman ail- 
ment. Their sorrows become his. 
Their wants are present with him. He 
mourns over their failures. He stimu- 
lates them to right endeavor, while he 
earnestly persuades them to follow hard 
after the Master, in whose presence 





abiding peace can alone be found. 


* 


It is really wonderful, the amount of 
work he assumes and discharges. No 
grade of humanity is overlooked. At 
one time he confirms the wavering, 
and those just starting in a religious 
life. At another he appeals to the par- 
ents, entreating them to so live that 
the young souls God has committed to 
their keeping may be strengthened in 
habits of morality and religious excel- 
lence. Still another evening is devot- 
ed to the instruction of young men. 
And, as yeu look over the crowded au- 
diences at the tabernacle, into the faces 
of thousands of this class who gladly 
gather for his forceful teachings, you 
cannot but believe that the Spirit of the 
Most High is present. Again, his call 
is to business men, that greater honesty 
and uprightness may characterize their 
several transactions in mercantile life. 
The intemperate have been peculiarly 
benefited by the influence of his preach- 
ing. There is now held a meeting of 
one hundred and fifty reformed men, 
and this number is largely increasing. 
Exch one of these men exerts a reclaim- 
ing influence upon others similarly af- 
flicted, while they voluntarily assume 
a guardianship over each other. 

It is very evident that one element 
of Mr. Moody’s suceess is largely ow- 
ing to his earnest, cordial manner. He 
is ready to proffer his help at all times. 
You can refuse it, but, not in the least 
annoyed, he cowes again and repeat- 
edly urges upon you the unspeakable 
richness of God’s love. His persua- 
sions are overpowering; his entreat- 
ies irresistible. While he draws 
around him the avowedly Christian 
women of this city, and teaches them of 
Christ's love for humanity, with the 
other hand he is reaching down for 
their less favored sisters, who, clothed 
in sin and defilement, frequent the 
streets of this metropolis. Through his 
suggestion, systematic effort has been 
organized to reach these poor creat- 
ures, and Christian women are cor- 
dially co-operating in every effort for 
their reclamation. 

The religious zeal and enthusiasm 
here is marvelous. Business men de- 
vote two hours out of the middle of the 
day to the noon prayer-meeting —a 
course of conduct never known before, 
where the greed for gain and the hurry 
of business life are always so impera- 
tive. All feel that such golden oppor- 
tunities must not be unimproved. 
Charity and love for their brother are 
being peculiarly developed, and, while 
they seek to save their own souls, they 
do not forget to persuade and encour- 
age others. Public benefactions are 
being established, and, prominent 
among them, is the inauguration of a 
Young Women’s Christian Association. 
Up to this time Chicago has scrupu 
lously provided for the necessities of 
young men, while the young women 
have been left to care for themselves. 

The ladies of all the Churches are ex- 
ceedingly interested in the project, and 
efficient means are being put forth for 
its rapid accomplishment. In the 
sweet religious influence which is so 
abundant here, all trifling social dis- 
tinctions are apparently overlooked. 
They who have the leisure and ability 
to toil, and conceive these large-hearted 
benefits, cheerfully assume al] respon- 
sibility. It is but natural to attribute 
these beneficial results, primarily, to 
the increased religious interest that 
now exists. God, in His divine wis- 
dom, mercifully employs Mr. Moody 
as the human agency through which so 
much good istransmitted. His entire 
simplicity and unaffectedness of man- 
ner immediately divests your mind of 
any idea of arrogance or assumption 
of power on his part. Itis the Lord's 
work; he is only the laborer. His 
meetings are conducted with peculiar 
impressivenes:. Very affecting is the 
custom of silent prayer, when the ten 
thousand heads are bowed and a holy 
silence reigns supreme, followed by 
the earnest petition of Mr. Moody 
simply telling the human wants to the 
All Father. When the prayer is end- 
ed, the sweet songs of Mr. Sankey 
soothe the troubled heart, or patheti- 
cally arouse it to a mindfalness of its 
moral necessities. His ‘* Ninety and 
Nine” is wonderful, stirring many a 
poor, warped life to its very depths. 

The season of these meetings is rap- 
idly drawing toaclose. They will be 
followed by a series of daily revival 
services. {tis then expected that each 
Church and pastor will advance the 
spiritual work so gloriously begun. 
In bidding Mr. Moody farewell many 
hearts will be grievously saddened. 
It is not always possible to separate 
the means of our blessedness from the 
blessing received. It is but human to 
cling to tangible forms, and many be- 
lieve him to be their spiritual father. 
He will come to your city, rich with 
the heartfelt gratitude of an apprecia- 
tive people. He will come marvel- 
ously imbued with the presence of the 
Master. He will come fully equipped 
with mantle, scrip and staff, for his 
labors, and may your hearts be as 


filled with plenteousness as ours have 
been. 





SERVIAN NATIONAL HYMN. 

The following is a translation of the National 
Hywn of Servia, which is now being sung through- 
out the country: — 

O God, the Just, whose powerful hand 
Has never ceased to save our land 
From ruin and decay! 
Deign still our humble voice te heed ; 
Deign still to be our help in need, 
Our Saviour and our stay; 
Stretch forth Thine arm and guide our bark 
Through troubled sea and tempest dark, 
To victory’s peaceful bay. 


May all our hearts together blend 

In one great wish —in one great end — 
The native soil to free! 

May Servia’s young and old unite 

To put an end to her long night 
Of wrong and misery! 

Then happier days will be in store, 

Then shall we see the bright aurore 
Of right and liberty. 








The Family. 


LEAVES. 


BY BEATRICE M. THAYNE. 





Leaves, leaves, naught but leaves! 
And my weary spirit grieves 
That the years have sped away — 
God-given years, but gone for aye, 
Now returned to God. Oh years, 
What the harvest ye have borne? 
Now, with bitter, bitter tears, 
My past fruitiessness I mourn. 


As ye gained your blest abode 
In the paradise of God, 
This, in lieu of golden sheaves, 
But a wreath of withered leaves 
Ye have laid at Jesus’ feet! 
Not the fully ripened grain, 
E’en no blossoms fair and sweet; 
And my heart is full of pain. 


Yet to-day is not the end; 

Some time still my God doth lend. 
Heavenly Gardener, in my heart 
Plant Thy seed — divine Thine art; 

Help me daily watch and guard; 

Do .hou make it germ and shoot; 

Then, at last — my rich reward — 

I will bring to Thee the fruit. 











SEED SOWN BY THE WAY. 





BY MRS. ANNIE A. PRESTON. 





‘*T would’nt ride from here to North- 
field Street to go to ‘meeting,’ if Moody 
and Sankey and all their kin of co- 
workers were congregated there to 
overwhelm the multitude with their 
preacLing, prayers and songs,” said 
young Mrs. Davenport, who was spend- 
ing a Sunday at her grandfather’s farm 
on the pleasant hill-side, within easy 
driving distance of the home of the 
great evangelist, as one of her cousins 
called and invited her to ride in his 
carriage to one of the Moody meetings 
held that summer. 

‘*You are all freeto go,” she continued, 
‘*and I will keep house and have tea 
ready for you on your return.” Aud so 
they all went, from grandpa and grand- 
ma to five-year-old Lizzie who could 
sing sweetly, ‘‘I am so glad that Jesus 
loves me,” with the rest of the house- 
hold. 

The family came back all enthusias- 
tic over Mr. Moody’s sermon and Mr. 
Sankey’s singing; and especially was 
mentioned, ‘* Jesus of Nazereth passeth 
by.” 

‘*There was never anything like it,” 
said John. 

‘‘And ever so many rose for prayers,” 
said Mary. 

‘And the Spirit was at work, and 
great good was done,” said grandpa 
and grandma. 

‘*I shall go home to-morrow,” spoke 
up Mrs. Davenport, with some asperi- 
ty, half in funand half in earnest. ‘I 
“m completely disgusted, and shall be 
fairly driven away by this Moody and 
Sankey fever. Monday is the day 
George carries his vegetables to the 
village, and a ride to the railway sta- 
tion in a market wagon will be prefera- 
ble to staying here, rnd hearing how 
the Lord has left the rest of the uni- 
verse,and established Himself in North- 
field Street for the season, because 
Moody is there —for that is what his 
and your talk amount to. I don’t 
want to hear any more about the Crea- 
tor of all things following around af- 
ter Moody and Sankey. I think the 
Lord is in the trees, and in the flowers, 
and in the buds, and with all men 
wherever they are; and I don’t believe 
in this being ‘ converted.’ ” 

**What do you make of the account 
of St. Paul’s conversion in the New 
Testament?” asked grandpa. 

**Oh, [ believe, as my minister says, 
and as all we liberal Christians believe, 
that ¢f there was ever any Saul of Tar- 
sus, he had a sun-stroke, and was de- 
lirious in consequence; and his mind 
being wrougbt up on the matter of ex- 
terminating the little sect at Damascus, 
he thought he bad a vision.” 

‘*I have been converted,” said grand- 
ma, with a pleasant smile, ‘‘ and, after 
you have been, granddaughter, you will 
look upon these things differently.” 
The young lady laughed carelessly, 
and ran away to her room to avoid the 
family prayers, as she saw her grand- 
father put on his spectacles and reach 
for the Bible. 

The next morning Mrs. Davenport 
started for home, declaring to the last, 
in her laughing way, that she was 
driven out of town by Moody and 
Sankey. Whileshe was sitting in the 
car, at the South Vernon station, which 
was in waiting to be annexed to the 
Northern train when it should arrive at 
that point, two gentlemen entered, and 
presently fellto talking about the re- 
vival work which was going on in the 
vicinity. ; 

‘* It isn’t alone those who come to the 
meetings who are converted,” said one 
of the men, who was thick set, square 
shouldered and heavily bearded, and 
who had ‘‘a look of determination 
about him as if he might carry all 
things before him.” Mrs. Davenport 
said to herself. ‘* But,” he went on, 
**the people are all aroused; the crust 
of indifference, that obtained about 
here, is broken ; and the good seed that 
is constantly falling by the wayside, 
takes root, and is springing up in un- 
expected places. 

**For instance: Mr. Sankey’s 
hymn, ‘Jesus of Nazareth passeth 
by,’ as he sang it from the church steps 
the other night to the multitude that 
could not get within, went out into all 
the country round about, borne on the 
still evening air, surprising people in 
their houses along the ‘street,’ and 
ringing out so asto be distinctly heard 
across the river, more than a mile 
away. It came upon the people as if it 
were a voice from heaven. I dare not 
undertake to tell bow many conver- 
sions may be traced back to the singing 
of that hymn.” 

“Good morning, Mr. Moody,” said 


a lady who had just then come in; and 
Mrs. Davenport knew that she had list- 
ened to alittle sermon from the evan- 
gelist, whether she would or not. 

** I wish I could hear that wonderful 
hymn sung, just once,” she thought, 
and the monotonous clatter of the 
car wheels seemed to arrange itself to 
the metre of the refrain, ‘‘ Jesus of 
Nazareth passeth by.” 

When she reached Northampton, 
‘which was the point where she was to 
leave the cars, she ran into a book-store 
and bought acopy of the Gospel Hymns, 
and read the beautiful words of that 
bymn over and over again by herself, 
and then read them aloud to her bus- 
band as they were driving along in 
their carriage to their home, far out 
into the Hadley meadows. 

Arriving at her home she could not 
wait to remove her wraps before she 
sat down to her piano, just to see 
whether she could play the tune which 
accompanied the strangely fascinating 
words. Before tea-time the whole 
household were singing them, and be- 
fore the end of the week, ‘‘ Jesus of 
Nazareth passeth by,” had won two 
more souls to Christ; and they were 
the two heads of that household. 

The next Saturday afternoon Mr. and 
Mrs. Davenport repaired to the old 
farm-house in southern Vermont to 
gladden the hearts of grandpa and 
grandma Bradbury with the glorious 
news. On the following Sunday they 
gladly joined the throng that was on 
its way to Northfield to attend one of 
those once detested ‘* Moody meet- 
ings.” 





CASSIE’S TROUBLE. 


BY REY. W. W. MARSH. 





(Continued. | 

A little way on, and Cassie saw that 
the spring of her old ‘*nest” was fed 
from a stream which welled over the 
brim of a lake, which lay before her like 
a mirror, in its frame of green. They 
gathered on its shore, and the white 
sand yielded like a carpet to their feet, 
and the ripples rolled like pearls along 
its level to where they stood. Before 
them, a tiny fleet was rocking on the 
swell, its sails full spread, like a flock 
of sea-gulls along the shore. And, as 
she looked and wondered, she noticed 
what she did not see before — an island, 
lifting itself like a bower in the midst 
of the lake. The clear water lapped up 
to its grassy edge; rich masses of green 
rolled down toits beach ; here and there, 
through the trees, gleamed white walls 
and marble domes. 

As if they read her wonder in her 
face, the grcup about her smiled and 
sang again: — 

Where away? O, where away. 
Shall our glad fleet sail to-day ? 
To the palace of our queen, 

With its shady groves and green, 
We wil: bear thee, if thou wilt. 
Ere the day’s new wine is spilt; 
They are waiting there for thee, 
And all fairy-land lies free. 


And, while they sang, as if moved by 
their thought, the fleet swung up to the 
shore till every keel was resting on the 
sand. So light, so frail, they seemed; 
vet, as Cassie stepped carefully in, she 
felt no motion but the tide; she was 
borne light!y up; and, as gently as it 
had swung up to shore, it now glided 
away, and, unsteered, was borne 
toward the island bower. The sails 
seemed full without a wind, and a long, 
shining wake lay behind them as they 
passed. Leaning over the side, she 
looked and listened, as the prow flung 
off the spray before it. It was gems 
and rainbows to her eye; and to her 
ear, each drop tinkled as it fell, like low 
harps far away, Deep down, she could 
see every pebble on the sand, and, 
whether it was that they trembled and 
shook in the dancing of the waves, or 
that they were rarer than the pebbles 
she had known, they flashed as if each 
one was a gem. 

But as they neared the shore, she was 
alleyeand ear, fur what was waiting 
there? That which was lovely afar wae 
lovelier still as it came near. Through 
the clustering trees she saw long breaks 
of soft, green turf, with flecks of color, 
where the red lilies and columbines 
swung. And glimpses of dim, cool 
walks, and fountaias in the sun; glints 
of white domes and airy arches opened 
as they drew near. Fairy forms were 
glancing through these glades and wait- 
ing on the shore; for stir and life were 
everywhere. Almost before she knew, 
their boats were stranded on the beach, 
and she was standing in the realm of 
the Queen of the Fairies. She had not 
time to notice how new and strange was 
all she saw, for she found herself led at 
once into the presence of one whom she 
knew must be the queen. She heard 
the songs of welcome, and the ringing 
of silver bells everywhere, asin a dream, 
but she had eyes only for her. 

Sosmall,and yetso queenly! Soslight 
and yet with such a power to command! 
Her brown hair fell away from her 
white forehead in ripples of sunshine; 
her eyes were as blue as the bells where 
she stood; tbe sea shells’ delicate pink 
was on her cheek, and her ripe mouth 
was perfect. All about her, her robes 
floated as if they were air, only clasped 
with a girdle of green at the waist, and 
caught with a single pearl. Flowers 
were in her hair, and a single water lily 
in her hand. 

All was so simple, yet in such perfect 
taste. And one thing Cassie noticed at 
once — the half-sad, quiet grace which 
was so marked in her, and which was 
so unlike her idea of fairy life. Not a 
trace of rollicking mirth was hers, and, 
as she looked into her blue eyes, she 
felt a sadness which she could not see; 
even as she smiled, she saw a lurking 
weariness in the curve of her sensitive 
mouth. But all this was taken in at a 
glance; there was no time for question- 





ing, for, with a frank, sweet smile, she 
held out her hand : — 

** Welcome, Cassie, we have waited 
for you,” she said; and Cassie was 
walking, hand in hand, with the queen, 
up the grassy slope, through the gate- 
way, into the palace. 

We cannot tell you of all the wonders 
which she met here; that were too long 
a story, even had we the power to doit. 
But, if you could crowd together all the 
rare, sweet things you ever saw, all that 
you ever read of, and all that you ever 
imagined, and blend them in the most 
tasteful forms, you could not build a 
thing so splendid as this palace. 

‘Let us rest, and talk awhile,” she 
said; and, seating Cassie upon a mossy 
cushion, by a fountain’s edge, she light- 
ly threw herself at her feet. 

They were in the palace, yet nothing 
seemed to have been shaped by art. The 
fountain before them fell upon a bed of 
moss and pebbles; the arches about 
them sprung from slender tree-trunks ; 
the dome above them bad the green- 
ness and the stir of leaves; and the 
couches in the halls had the smell of the 
woodlands in their greenness. The 
smell of flowers and the rustle of leaves 
came from the courts outside, and al) 
was as fresh as a May morning. 

At a word from the queen, they 
brought refreshments — dainty glasses 
of dew, witb honey of the wild flowers, 
and fruits from the wood; and as they 
sipped, the queen hegan ; — 

** You wonder that we waited for you, 
and that you can understand me as I 
talk. I will tell you all. You have al- 
ready learned that your ‘‘ nest” by the 
sp:ing is our gate-way to your world. 
We have often watched you there ; have 
often seen that you were troubled. But 
it is only now and then that we can 
speak, or appear to you children of 
earth, in the day time, and you are ney- 
er there by moonlight. To-day is one 
of those perfect days, in your world, in 
which we can come to you. I read your 
thoughts as you lay thinking by the 
spriny, for that is my magic mirror. 
And there are some things, too, that I 
would learn of you; so you are here. 
Cassie, do you wish to join us fairies, do 
you think ?” 

** Indeed, I do; ” and the warm blood 
leaped to her face, in her earnestness. 

‘* Very well,” said the queen; ‘but 
you must have a brief trial first, for, the 
decision once made, I cannot change it, 
however much you may desire it. A 
few hours only remain before midnight. 
If you pass beyond that, no change can 
be made fora year. But in that time, 
if you yield yourself to me, I can put 
away the knowledge of days. Will you 
trust me?” 

Cassie did not hesitate. Looking into 
those clear eyes, she felt that she might 
trust her fully. 

‘**T will, my lady,” she said. 

A wave of the hand, and two came 
near, beckoning Cassie to follow them. 
She rose and followed. Passing along 
a winding way, through many a bower 
and hall, they entered a low doorway, 
and were in the twilight of a dainty 
chamber. Disrobing her, they laved 
her in perfumed waters; then laid her 
in a couch, as soft as mist, yet warm as 
down. And Cassie felt a change was 
being wrought in hex; a languid de- 
light; a drowsy joy; so sweet, that she 
neither knew nor cared what it might 
be. They fanned her with slow, drowsy 
beats, and she felt the air was full of 
strange sights and sounds. These grew 
faint, and fainter still, and she was fold- 
ed close in the sweetest of slumbers. 

She awoke at a touch, and the early 
morning was shining into her chamber. 
She started up, remembering what the 
queen had said of the midnight, and a 
pang of pain and fear shot through her. 

‘** The queen invites you to a pleasure 
trip to-day,” they suid. 

The queen greeted her with a smile, 
and, after their simple meal, Cassie 
found herself ready for the day. And 
that was a day of rare delight! Such ex- 
periences are only to be known in fairy- 
land. 

Lightly asa thistle’s down they drove 
whither they would; dippiag into the 
deepest secrets of the shadiest dell, or 
sailing down from the dizziest crag. 


above them. Through their tall stems 
the moonlight fell upon the sward, as 
through a temple's columns. The dance 
began; and such a dance! Such wild 
frolics, such swift dashes, and yet such 
measured movement, Cassie had never 
dreamed. Still, there were pauses in 
which she saw that look of weariness on 
many a face, and the queen moved ev- 
erywhere, as one who was not well at 
ease. 

Hours passed ; the glee toned down ; 
the dance grew less excited, and,. at 
length, at the nod of the queen, was 
broken up. Home they flew, slower 
than at their coming, and Cassie was 
laid to rest in the wonder-chamber 
again, 

Morning broke again, and yesterday 
was lived over, with slight changes. 
So, day after day passed, and a week of 
days was gone. And, by this time, this 
sort of life began to pall upon Cassie. 
It no longer seemed the “ nicest thing 
in the world.” Shesaw more and more 
ciearly that weariness upon the faces 
about her. But, as yet, she asked ne 
questions. 

[To be concluded.] 








CHURCH MUSIC. 
Soft, through the rich illumined panes, 


All down the aisle the sunlight rains, 
And sets in red and purple stains. 


And ’mid this glory from the skies 
We hear the organ-voice arise, 
Its wings the waking spirit tries; 


It flutters, but it cannot soar. 
Ob, beavenly musie, let us pour 
Our woes, our joys, in thee once more! 


All wilt thou take. Thou mak’st no choice. 
Hearts that complain, hearts that rejoice, 
Find thee their all-revealiag voice. 


All, all the soul’s unuttered things 
Thou bearest on thy mighty wings 
Up, up, until the arched roof rings; 


Now soft — as when, for Israel’s king, 
Young David swept his sweet-harp-string ; 
Now loud — as angels antheming. 


Oh, tell what myriad heads are bent! 
Oh, tell what myriad hearts repent! 
He will look down; He will relent. 


It dies! The last low strain departs ; 
With deep “* Amen” the warm tear starts. 
The peace of Eden fills our hearts. 

— Good Words. 





TO YOUNG BRIDES. 

The following from Harper's is very 
near the truth : — 

“‘The pastor of a Church in one of 
our large cities said to me not long ago: 
‘I have officiated at forty weddings 
since I came here, and in every case, 
save one, I felt that the bride was run- 
ning an awful risk. Young men of 
bad habits and fast tendencies never 
marry girls of their own sort, but de- 
mand a wife above suspicion. So pure, 
sweet women, kept from the touch of 
evil through the years of their girlhood, 
give themselves, with all their costly 
dower of womanhood, into the keeping 
of men who, in base associations, have 
learned to undervalue all that belongs 
to them, and then find no time for re- 
pentance in the sad after years. There 
is but one way out of this that I can 
see, and that is for you —the young 
women of the country —to require in 
association and marriage, purity for 
purity, sobriety for sobriety, and honor 
forhonor. There is no reason why the 
young men of this Christian land 
should not be just as virtnous as its 
young women, and if the loss of your 
society and love be the price they are 
forced to pay fur vice, they will not pay 
it. T admit with sadness that notall our 
young women are capable of this high 
standard for themselves or others, but 
I believe there sre enough earnest, 
thougbtfuf girls in the society of ou 
country to work wonders if faithfully 
aroused, Dear girls, will you help us; 
in the name of Christ? Will you, first 
of all, be true to yourselves and God; 
so pure in your inner and outer life that 
you shall have a right to ask that the 
young men with whom you associate, 
and especially those you marry, shal! 
bethe same? The awful gulf of dis- 
honor is close beside your feet, and in 
it fathers, brothers, lovers and sons are 
going down. Will you not help us in 
our great work ?” 











Now they poised on a honeysuckle to 
rest; now were dashing through a} 
waterfall’s mist; now were chasing a 
honey bee to his cell, or peering into the 
ground-mole’s lair; now, in the cool of 
the long brakes’ aisles; and now under 
the dark fir boughs. They were every- 
where and nowhere in particular. Now, 
they were dashing after the squirrels in 
the pine trees; and now, counting the 
eggs in the ground-sparrow’s nest. It 
was a mad, merry duy. There was 
such fun.to a roguish girl, in floating 
free as air, without a fear, or a worry, 
or a thought of being tired. 

As the sun was iow, they gathered 
home to the palace, as the birds fly 
home at night. And, asthe moon came 
up, so broad and bright, they were 
called to the palace court, for a moon- 
light dance. If the palace grounds were 
beautiful by day, they were simply be- 
witching by night. So pure, so bright 
they seemed, that Cassie wondered if 
heaven could be so sweet. And then 
she found herself wondering that she 
thought of heaven at all, it seemed so 
far away now. 

Years must have passed since she 
left home. Home! Oh, what were they 
doing there? and what were they think- 
ing of her? And a twinge of homesick- 
ness came over the little heart. 

The palace grounds seemed too 
cramped for their whirl, and so they 
rose like leaves on the wind, to seek a 
larger place. Away, away they flew; 
how fast, how far, or whither, she could 
not tell, or whether the ring where they 
paused was of earth, or of fairy-land. 
Soft as velvet was the grass, and the 


Daily trials, little troubles, 

1n our lives must bear a part; 

Struggle through them strongly, bravely, 
With a steadfast, hopefal heart. 

Blessed voice of God within us, 

Guide us ever day by day, 

As we journey onward, upward. 

By the sure and narrow wav! 








PLEASANTRIES. 

A very precise person, remarking 

upon Shakespeare's line — 
“ The good men do is oft interred with their bones,’ 
carefully observed that this interment 
can generally take place without crowd- 
ing the bones. 

By the way, that’s a good charade — 
“My first (syllable) is company; my 
second shuns company; my third calls 
company; and my whole entertains 
company.” Give it up? Why, eco- 
nun-drum, of course. 

A promising youth of only seven 
summers, who bad been accused of not 
always telling the truth, cross-exam- 
ined his father: ‘* Father, did you use 
to lie when you wasa boy?” ‘No, 
my son,” said the paternal, who evi- 
dently did not recall the past with any 
distinctness. ‘Nor mother either?” 
persisted the young lawyer. ‘ No; 
but why?” ‘Oh, because I don’t see 
how two people who never told a lie 
could have a boy that tells as many as | 
do.” 

In an infant class, not far away, 2 
teacher was telling her children that 
God is everywhere, and congratulating 
berself on their look of comprehension, 
when one mild little fellow exclaimed, 
clapping his hand on kis pocket, 





pines which circled it were so tall that 





they saw only the tops, far and dark, 


«« Then be’s in my pottit, and I’ve doi 
him! I’ve dot him!” 
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NOTES FROM THE CHURCHES. 
Continued from 5th page.j 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Lynn. — Lynn, though suffering severely 
from the continued financial depression, has 
been and is now enjoying considerable spir- 
itual prosperity. Dr. Steele recently closed 
a six weeks’ series of meetings, with encour- 
aging resulis. The Church was greatly ben- 
efited, and forty or more professed conver- 
sion. He was most efficiently aided by Mrs. 
Clark, the “ singing evangelist.” Brother 
Rogers, of Boston Street Church, has also 
held daily meetings for several weeks, as- 
sisted by Mrs. Clark, resulting in about 
twenty conversions. At Maple Street 
Church, Brother Beekman’s, a good work of 
grace has been in progress fur some weeks. 
Several youbg men and women have entered 
into fellowship with Christ, and backsliders 
have been reclaimed. The praying band of 
the theological seminary, Boston Universi- 
ty, assisted. Last week a fair was held by 
this society witb the most gratifying results. 
With no guess cakes, fish ponds, grab bags, 
ete., even without voting, the nice little sum 
of $500 was cleared. 

Brother Eaton, of the South Street Church, 
has also held a series of meetings, assisted 
by Miss Shaw of the university, and Mrs. 
Riehardson, with good results. 

Brother Sanderson, of Trinity, is as busy 
and as successful as ever. If the itinerant 
wheel should turn him out ef Lynn in the 
spring he will be missed almost as much as 
General Grant out of Washivgton. Brother 
Hills, of Common Street Church, is enjoying 
his charge, and it him. He commences a 
series of special meetings this week. Zz. 





East Gloucester. — The East Gloucester 
reform club, having noticed in the papers 
that one prohibitory vote only was cast, in 
the town of Hull, at the hate election, took 
means to ascertain who was the voter, that 
dared to stand alone to cast his ballot for 
the temperance reform. They found that it 
was the minister of the place, Rev. 8. Beedle, 
late of the New Hampshire Conference; 
and, as a token of approval, they sent him a 
complimentary letter, and a very handsome 
cane, on which he may Jean for support, 
whenever, in future elections, he may cast 


a free man’s ballot for the temperance cause. 
* 





Mansfield. —The dedication services of 
Bmanuel M. E. Church were held on Wed- 
nesday, December 20th (us stated in our last 
paper by our Rhode Island correspondent). 
The people are very much rejoiced at the 
successful eempletion of their enterprise, 
and the thanks of the society are tendered to 
all those who have so freely helped them. 
While most of the subscriptions are from 
members of our own Church and congrega- 
tion, the following from those not of our 
Church are gratefully acknowledged: Gard- 
iner Chilson kindly gave $250,and J. W. 
togers $100; the Catholic population of the 
town, also heiped according to their ability. 
The church uilding is in the Gothic style 
of architecture, 40x60 feet in dimensions, 
with a spire on the west corner, 100 feet 
high. The inside is finished in oil and shel- 
fac, and has two double tiers of pews in an- 
gular form. The pulpit and altar furniture 
are of solid black walnut, upholstered in 
plush. The pews are of white wood, with 
black walnut trimmings. The windows 
are of stained glass, of neat pattern and deli- 
icate tints; and, altogether, the church is a 
model of neatness, and reflects great credit 
upon all concerned in its erection, 

J, 0. 


MAENE. 

Freeport. —The people of this place are 
enjoying an able course of lectures. Rey. 
G. W. Bicknell, of Portland, gave the open- 
ing one on Enthusiasm, and was followed by 
Rev. Dr. M’Cabe who depicted the Bright 
Side in Libby prison, The “‘Batile of Gettys- 
burg ” by General Chamberlain, ex-govern- 
or of Maine and now president of Bowdoin 
College, was the next in the course, and was 
listened to by a large and appreciative audi- 
eace who had gathered both to hear and greet 
ene of Maine’s bravest generals and one of 
her most honored citizens. Rev. Mr. Ladd 
of Bath, and Rev. C. P. Pitbludo of Man- 
chester, N. H., will also lecture. 

Let me here say we are under obligations 
to Rev. W. J. Murphy, pastor of the M. E. 
Church, for originating and carrying out these 
lectures. Mr. M. is a very popular preach- 
er, highly esteemed both by his own and also 
the people of sister denominations. We 
were pleased to see him remembered on 
Thankegiving day with the present of a fine 
overcoat. We were also glad that some of 
the Congregational society felt to express 
their kindly wishes for him with the present 
of a nice studenvs dressing gown on Christ- 
mas eve, which was doubtless gratefully re- 
ceived. Ss. 

Dec. 30, 1876. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Tilton. —By arrangement with most of 
the presidents of Methodist seminaries in 
New England, we exchange lectures, and 
thereby secure with them and some other 
speakers, a very select course, at small ex- 
pense, for the students and citizens here. 

The first lecture, by Rev. J. Benson Ham- 
ilton, on ** Everyday Heroism,” was a fine 
entertainment, popular, practical and satis- 
fying to all. The second, by Rev. D. Ste- 
venson, D. D., on ** Ideas,” was instructive, 
masterly and thoroughly enjoyed. These 
lectures were quite equal to those delivered 
by imported talent, which would cost from 
a hundred to two hundred dollars. 

The winter term in the seminary has near- 
ly 150 students. The pastor, Rey. J. W. 
Adams, is the right man in culture and abili- 
ty for a charge where students attend. 

J. B. ROBINSON. 





RHODE ISLAND, 


Little Compton. — Your excellent corre- 
spondent of this State has referred to my 
sickness several times with kindly sympathy. 
During ten lopg, weary weeks I have been 
confined to the house by typhoid fever. 
But God, in His infinite mercy, bas seen fit 
to raise me up again, and bless me with a 
little strength, which, I trust, is a pledge of 
full restoration to health in the near future. 
Last Sabbath, assivted by one of my breth- 
ren, I conducted the services and preached 
a short sermon. 

My brethren in the ministry have been 
very thoughtful and kind in supplying my 
pulpit. Rev. W. V. Morrison, Presiding 
Elder, did me much good. ‘The Lord re- 
ward him according to his works.” 

I desire here to acknowledge the liberality 
of my people in the generous donations 
with which we have recently been favored. 
Our table has been bountifully laden with 
the good things of this life, while our purse 
positively refused to bear the burden of sil- 
ver offered for itsreception. May God bless 
this people! 

Rev. Mrs. H. D. Walker has been with us, 
doing the work of an evangelist. Under 
her labors several young persons were hap- 
pily converted, and the Church was blessed 
und quickened. 

During this time we have also suffered 
loss. Brother Joseph Sisson, known wide- 
ly to the ministry of our Zion, has gone 
hence. His health had been failing nearly 
two years, to such an extent as to detain 


him from the means of grace, most of the 
time. His last illness was brief and painful, 
yet he testitied in the midst of if all that the 
God in whom he trusted sustained him, and 
that to the last. He was one of our oldest 
members, and efien had made his house the 
comfortable temporary home for many of 
our preachers. His widow, daughter of the 
late Rev. Daniel Webb, of precious memo- 
ry, has the prayers and sympathy of her nu- 
merous friends in these days of her affliction. 
W. J. SMITH. 
Dec. 29, 1876. 








Che Farm and Garden. 


HINTS ABOUT WORK. 


(Culled from the American Agriculturist.) 


Flower Garden and Lawn, — The 
principal thing to be done is to prevent 
injury to the trees and shrubs. Some 
thoughtless people, when snow affords 
sleighing, will drive anywhere across 
the grounds, often to the injury of 
choice shrubs, Have the drive-way, if 
need be, defined by stakes and stretch 
a fence-wire to keep off such persons. 
Evergreens are often loaded with snow, 
which should be shaken off before it 
becomes hard and icy; if the lower 
braaches are covered in a deep snow, 
this should be shoveled away, to pre- 
vent brea. 1g the limbs, as the snow 
settles afcer it bas frozen to them. 


Preparatory and other work, — Keep 
the manure pile increasing. Overhaul 
and repair bot-bed sashes or make new 
ones. Make a supply of straw mats 
for early spring use. See that the 
leaves or litter are not blown away 
from spinach or other covered crops. 
Roots and celery in trenches will need 
more covering as the cold increases. 
Repair implements, and make markers 
and all other conveniences likely to be 
needed. Overhaul the seeds on hand, 
and throw away all doubtful ones. 

Labels. — Renew all that are defaced, 
but do not depend upon them; they 
are convenient, but a permanent rec- 
ord or plan should always be made. 


Care of Young Orchards. — Keep out 
all stray animals by strong fences and 
closed gates. Tramp the snow hard 
around the trees, to prevent the mice 
from working. Sprinkle blood on the 
trunks to keep off rabbits. Trap or 
shoot rabbits. Where there are but 
a few trees, they may be protected 
from mice and rabbits by putting 
heavy roofing paper, or a shield of 
laths or corn-stalks, or old roofing tin, 
around the base of the trunks. 


Stables and Sheds should be kept 
dry and clean where frost is not severe, 
and where it is, the droppings should 
be removed daily, lest they be frozen 
into a mass and become difficult to 
handle. If dry sand or sawdust be 
scattered over a clean stall or shed, 
beneath the bedding, frozen manure 
can be taken up without trouble. It is 
preferable to have the stables so tight 
and warm that the manure will not 
freeze in them during the night. An 
animal cannot rest easily upon a bed of 
frozen dung, nor in a mass of filth. A 
cold stable may be much improved by 
lining it with rough boards, and filling 
the space between the two boardings 
with rough litter, buckwheat-straw, or 
leaves. 


Greenhouse and Window Planls.—The 
treatment of plants in windows is not 
essentially different from that for those 
in greenhouses, but in the latter case 
the conditions being more under con- 
trol, the matter is much easier. Bring 
bulbs and other plants that have been 
potted for forcing, into the greenhouse, 
or dwelling room; starting afew ata 
time for a succession of bloom. Water 
only as the plants need it; more plants 
are killed by keeping the seil soaked 
and soggy, than by the other extreme. 
Give air on mild days, but avoid cold 
drafts. On very cold nights remove 
house-plants back from the window, 
and cover with a sheet or newspapers. 
Cover the plants when the room is 
swept; occasionally wash smooth 
leaves with warm water applied by a 
sponge; shower the plants with rough 
or downy leaves. Insects are not diffi- 
cult to keep down, if taken as soon as 
they appear. Smoke in the green- 
house, and tobacco water for window 
plants, kills lice or ‘* green fly.” Fre- 
quent showering and washing removes 
the red spider; mealy bugs can be 
picked off with a pointed stick, and 
scale removed by the use of a brush 
and warm soap suds. Sow seed of 
sweet alyssum, mignonette, and other 
annuals for blooming later. 





DOMESTIC RECIPES. 
(Selected. J 

Breakfast Cakes. — One pint of sweet 
milk; two tablespoonfuls of butter; 
one heaping teaspoonful of baking 
powder, worked thoroughly through 
flour enough to make a batter not very 
stiff, Bake in gem pans in a quick 
oven. 

Sauce for Pudding.—One half cup 
of butter, one half cup of sugar; beat 
these together with one heaping table- 
spoonful of flour. Pour into it (a little 
at a time, stirring all the while) one 
pint of boiling water, and let it simmer 
on the stove a few minutes. Add one 
teaspoonful of lemon extract, and the 
juice of one lemon or teaspoonful of 
lemon sugar. 

Shorts Pudding. — Take four eggs 
well beaten, a pint of milk, and make 
a thin batter with the shorts. When 
boiling corned beef, dip in your pud- 
ding-bag and fill with the above. Have 
plenty of room in the kettle with the 
beef, and be sure the water is boiling ; 
put in the pudding and let it boil two 
hours without letting it stop. Eat with 
sweetened cream or any other pudding 
sauce. 

To Cook Dried Beef. —When it is 
very dry and bard boil it in water two 





or three Lours, or until it is perfectly 


tender, then chop it up into small bits 
and make hash of it, seasoning it very 
highly with red and black pepper, 
onions, etc. ANOTHER war. — Cut 
the beef in thin slices, place it in the 
spider and pour hot water on it, thicken 
with a little flour and water, stirred 
smoothly, season with butter, salt and 
pepper, boil about five minutes, and 
while boiling break in one or two eggs 
and stir all together. Halve and but- 
ter some warm biscuit, place in a deep 
dish and pour the mixture upon them. 

Mince-meat Fritters. — With half a 
pound of mince-meat mix two ounces 
of fine bread crumbs (or a tablespoon- 
ful of flour), two eggs well beaten, and 
the strained juice of half a small lemon. 
Mix these well, and drop the fritters 
with a dessertspoon into plenty of pure 
lard; fry them from seven to eight 
minutes, drain them in a napkin, and 
send them to the table. They should 
be quite small. 

Apple Puffs. — Make a light, tender 
crust, as for finest pastry. Prepare fine 
flavored apples, stew soft, sweeten, 
season and strain. Roll out two 
large sheets of pastry on separate 
boards. Put on a spoonful of apple in 
little spots all over one sheet; spread 
over this the other sheet, which should 
be a trifle larger than the under one; 
then cut with a biscuit cutter wherever 
there #s a bunch of sauce —only cut 
them large enough to have a good rim. 
If too much sauce is put on, it will stew 
over and make the puffs look untidy. 
Press down the edges with some pretty 
stamp, or with a fork, if that is most 
convenient, to keep the juice in. 

If the pastry is light and tender these 
are very nice. 





SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL. 


There are about 70,000 bee-keepers 
in the United States, and these send to 
market about 15,000,000 Ibs. of honey 
and wax yearly, representing in value 
$3,676,763 for the former, and $189,- 
388 for the latter. 

The formation of nickle-ore found 
near Lancaster, Penn., is said to be the 
purest and heaviest ever discovered in 
any part of the world. The ore is so 
hard that it can only be mined by blast- 
ing. 

An English journal says that there are 
no fewer than 1,756 patents for railway- 
car couplers, and yet directors are net 
satisfied with anything that has been 
laid before them. 

A patent has been taken out in En- 
gland for brown paper blankets as bed 
coverings. They compensate for their 
lightness by their density, and add ma- 
terially toitswarmth. They are per- 
forated at distances of about four in- 
ches, in order to promote ventilation, 
and the small sizes, 48 by 31 inches, 
sell at about nine cents each. Several 
contracts have been made for hospitals 
and schools, 

Messrs. Dent & Co., of London, the 
makers of the famous clock on the 
Houses of Parliament, have just fin. 
ished another monster time-keeper for 
the Crystal Palace at Sydenham. It is 
almost a counterpart of the great West- 
minster clock, with the exception of the 
striking and chiming apparatus, and 
the dial is the largest ever yet con- 
structed, being 40 ft.in diameter, or 
nearly 1,300 square ft.in area. The 
diameter of the Westminster dial is only 
23 feet. The hands, with their coun- 
terpoises, weigh nearly a quarter of a 
ton; the minute hand measures 19 ft. in 
length, and moves half an inch at every 
beat of the pendulum. The distance 
traveled by the point of the minute- 
hand is nearly four miles a week. Dar- 
ing seventeen days of observation, the 
variation was eight seconds only, 





| “Gribaation, 


Died, at his residence in Welchvi'le, 
Oct. 3, 1876, Mr. Geo. W. KING, father 
of Rev. Cyrus King, formerly of the 
Maine Conference. 

Brother King was born in Falmouth, 
Feb. 14, 1803. He was converted at the 
age of twenty-one years, while engaged 
in teaching in his native town. He 
joined the Chestnut St. M. E. Charch 
in Portland in 1826, where be remained 
an active and honored member till the 
autumn of 1836, when he removed with 
his family to Bloomfield (now Skowhe- 
gan), where, for many years, he was 
one of the most prominent official mem- 
bers of the Church, always foremost in 
every good work, sustaining with lib- 
eral hand all Church enterprises. He 
removed to Oxford in 1852, thence to 
Portland in 1854, returning to Oxford 
in 1861, where he remained till his 
death. Though always actively engaged 
in business, with large interests at stake, 
he never forgot his obligations to his 
God,whose steward he felt he was. His 
long, consistent life, and unwavering 
fidelity to the Church of bis choice, have 
left a precious memory to a large circle 
of relatives. His loss, as a husband, 
father, friend and citizen, as well as to 
the Church, will be seriously felt and 
long deplored. G. R. WILKINS. 


Saran P. Dewotr, wife of Rev. 
Daniel Dewolf, of Halifax, Vt., fell 
asleep in Jesus, Nov. 8, very snddenly, 
aged 60 years. 

She was all ready to go, baving been 
converted more than forty years ago at 
a camp-meeting. She joined the M. E. 
Chureh soon after, of which she has 
ever been a worthy member. She 
was an earnest Christian woman, dee 
ly mourned as a faithful wife and moth- 
er, and endeared to the hearts of very 
-many who knew her. God’s Word was 
indeed ‘‘a lamp unto her feet and a 
light unto her path,” as the well-worn 
copy of it, which was her constant com- 
panion, will testify. Surely none could 
know her without feeling, in the midst 
of the sorrow of the earthly parting, 
that she had exchanged the prayer and 
cross of earth for the crown and song 
of heaven. May the affliction work 
out for each bereaved one “‘ a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glury!” 

W.H. A. 


Died, in No. 7, near East Sullivan. 
Aug. 6, 1876, Isaac BunKER, aged 76 





years and 9 months, 





On that holy Sabbath, after ten days’ 
keen suffering, his happy spirit took its 
upward fight to dwell with his Saviour 
whom he delighted to serve for thirty- 
seven years. L. B. 

East Sullivan, Me. 


Mrs, Cornewia P. CrLarKk died in 
East Windsor, Sept. 3, 1876. 

Nearly ber last words were a fervent 
prayer for herself and loved ones whom 
she was leaving. We cannot doubt 
that she has gone to abide with her 
Lord. For a number of weeks just pre- 
vious to her death one had but to tarry 
a little time in her room to realize the 
sweetness of God's wondrous grace, 
and the preciousness of Jesus’ pres- 
ence. The gloom of the grave anda 
dread of being numbered with the dead 
did not there appear; for, lo! her life 
was ‘bid with Christ in God.” 

Sister Clark was forty-five years of 
age, and a member of the M. E. Church 
in Windsorville, Conn. 

Otis E. THAYER. 


PAMELIA HEALD died in Norridge- 
wock, Me., Sept. 2, 1876, aged 82 years 
and 8 months, 

Sister H. had long been a member of 
the M. E. Church and a consistent 
Christian. Next to Christ, she loved 
the Church of her choice. For many 
years she has been a careful reader of 
the HERALD, which has ever afforded 
her comfort. Children mourn the loss 
of a mother, the Church a worthy 
member, but all feel that she has 
gained her eternal home. 


C. W. A. 


Witziam C. Tuvurston, the oldest 
member of the First M. E. Church, 
Newport, R. I., as well as the oldest 
citizen of the city, died Nov. 2, 1876, 
in the 94th year of his age. 

Converted to God in middle life, 
Father Thurston united with the M. 
E. Church, of which he remained a 
consistent member till his death. He 
beld various positions of trust and use- 
fulness in the Church and in the city, 
enjoying the respect and confidence of 
all. He was emphatically a good man. 
He held himself in readiness for his 
Master’s call, and was not, for God 
took him. Ww 


Lucy J. Huu died in Biddeford, 
Me., Nov. 10, 1876, aged 28 years and 
11 months. 

Sister H. was confined to her house 
nearly sixteen years. Some three yeais 
ago she gave her heart to God, and, 
since that time, became perfectly rec- 
onciled to suffer the will of the Lord. 
She would often say that she wished 
to depart and be with Christ, whieh is 
far better. She died in the triumphs of 
faith. ‘* Blessed are the dead that die 
in the Lord.” A. TURNER. 

Goodwin’s Mills, Me. 


AsBiE T, PATCHIN passed to her 
eternal rest, in Castine, Me., Dec. 4, 
aged 48 years and 9 months. 

About one year since Sister P. was 
greatly quickened in her religious ex- 
perience, and soon after was baptized 
and received upon probation. Although 
her faith was severely tried by the fatal 
disease which buffled the physician’s 
skill, she remained ‘‘faithfal unto 
death.” We miss her presence in our 
Sabbath-school, to which, for years, 
she sustained the relation of teacher. 
A large family circle feel her loss 
more keenly still, but sorrow is tem- 
pered by the assurance that for her to 
die was gain. M. 


J2uHN RANDALL died in Epworth, 
lowa, of jaundice, Dec. 1, 1876, in the 
70th year ef his age. 

Since leaving the East Maine Con- 
ference, in 1866, be has been officially 
related to the Church here, growing 
more devoted to her interests, and 
mere abundant in the labors and en- 
joyments of faith and love. ‘* Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the up- 
right; for the end of that man is peace.” 

Epworth, Iowa. F. 


Mary A. Harmonp, of Alfred, Me., 
departed this lite for the life of heaver, 
Dec. 15, 1876. 

Sister H. was sixty-six years of age; 
was converted in early life, at her home 
in Buxton. During all these years her 
Christian life had a saving influence on 
others, On the night of her death she 
retired in her usual health, but in the 
morning was not, for God had taken 
her. ‘‘ Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord.” J. HAWKS. 

Alfred, Me. 


TRENE Harvey, wife of Geo. Harvey, 
died in Wilmington, Vt., Dec. 12, 1876, 
aged 33 years. 

During a revival season, less than 
one Ped ago, Sister H. sought and 
found the Saviour; but, like early fruit, 
she has been so soon gathered for the 
garner of heaven. She had but few 
opportunities after her conversion 'o 
confess Christ publicly, yet these she 
improved, and ever gave clear evidence 
of a genuine work of grace in her 
heart. Her health soon began to de- 
cline. Her sickness was protracted, 
and at times her sufferings were severe. 
Yet God’s grace sustained her in it all, 
and enabled her so to triumph that 
from her sick room there came convine- 
ing and continued testimony of the 
power of Christ tosave. As her end 
drew near, she committed her husband 
and four children into the hands of God, 
and after exhorting her friends to meet 
her in heaven, she quietly fell asleep in 
Jesus. Geo, F. BUCKLEY, 

WILLIAM Ray died in Wilmington, 
Vt., Dec. 22, 1876, aged 67 years. 

Brother Ray was one of the oldest 
members of our Church, having been 
connected with it nearly forty-five 
years, a part of which time he has 
served acceptably as steward and 
class-leader, Those who knew Brother 
R. when he was in the prime of life 
speak of him as being remarkably gifted 
in prayer and fervent in spirit. 

For several years Brother Ray has 
been afflicted with deafness, which has 
rendered him incapable of enjoying, as 
formerly, the ordinary means of grace ; 
yet he prized the privilege of prayer, 
and while others were blessed iu listen- 
ing to Christian testimony and the 
preached Word, the Lord so adapt d 
grace to his physical condition that his 
soul was greatly refreshed, and from a 
full heart he spake the praises of God. 
He was suddenly called to exchange 
worlds, but the summons found him 
longing to go. He leaves a Christian 
companion and one son to mourn his 
loss. When the summons shall come 
to them, may they be prepared to meet 
those gone before, and enter into rest! 

Geo. F. BUCKLEY. 

Wilmington. Vt. 


Mrs. ABIGAIL P. SARGENT, born in 
Windham, N. H., in 1804, and con- 
verted at the age of eighteen, at which 
time she became a member of the M. 
E. Church, and with which she con- 
tinued in connection during the re- 
mainder of her life, died in Lawrence, 
Mass., Dec. 28, 1876, in fall faith, and 
in hope of the glory of God. 


SCHENCK’s PULMONIC Syrup, SEA WEED 
TONIC, AND MANDRAKE PILLS.—These deservedly 
celebrated and popular medicines have effected a 
revolution in the healing art, and prove the fallacy 
of several maxims which hyve for many years ob- 


structed the progress of medical science, The false 
supposition that * Con: umptiou is incurable” de- 
terred physicians from aitempting to find remedies 
for that disease, and patients afflicted with it recon- 
ci'ed themselves to death without making av effort 
to escape from a doom which they supposed to be 
unavoidable. It is now proved, however, that 
Consumption can be cured, and that it hasbeen cured 
in a very great number of cases (some of them ap- 
parently desperate ones) by Schen«k’s Pulmunic 
Syrup atone; and in other cases by the same wedi- 
cine in connection with Schenck's Sea Weed Tonic 
and Mandrake Pills, one or both, according to the 
requirements of the case, 

Dr. Schenck himself, who enjoyed uninterrupted 
good health for more than forty years, was sup- 
posed, at one time to be at the very gate of death; 
his physicians baying pronounced his case hope- 
less, and abandoned him to his fate. He was cured 
by the aforesaid medicines, and, since bis recovery. 
many thousands similarly afflicted have used Dr 
Schenck’s preparations with the same remarkable 
success, 

Fall directions accompany eac:, making it not 

bsolutely y to personally see Dr. Scheuck 
unless patients wish their lungs examined, and 
for this purpose he is professionally at his principal 
office, Corner Sixth and Arch Sts., Philadelphia, 
every Monday. where all letters for advice must 
be addressd. Schenck’s medicines are sold by all 
druggists, 190 











This standard article is compounded with the 
greatest care. 
Its effects are as wonderful and satisfactory as 


ever. 
a restores gray or faded hair to its youthful 
color. 


It removes all eruptions, itching and daniruff: 
and the scalp vy its use becomes white and clean. 

By its tonie properties it restores the capillary 
glands to their normal vigor, preventing baldness, 
and making the hair grow thick and strong. 

As adressiug notbing has been found so effectual, 
or desirable, 

Dr.A.A. Hayes, State Assaver of Massachusetts 
says of it: “I consider it the best preparation for 
its intended purpuses.” 


BUCKINGHAM’'S DYE, 
For the Whiskers. 


This elegant preparation may be relied on to 
change the color of the beard from gray or any 
other uadesirable shad~, to brown or black, at dis- 
cretion. It is easily applies, being in oneprepara- 
tion, and quickly and effectually produce a per- 
manent color which will neither rub nor Wash off. 


MANUFACTURED BY 
R. P. HALL & CO., Nashua, N. H. 


DR. BIRMINGHAM, 


Native Botanical Blood Physician, and all diseases 
that nature is heir to. 

Correct examinations without cost, and the re- 
sult of the medicine can be seen at the office, 

63 Cambridge St., cor. Chambers, Bos- 
tom. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursday. 

Office hoursfrom 9 A. M.to2 P. M, 264 








PROF, RAINBOW’S 
1 Ruplure Cure Truss 


i No Steel Springs! 
4 Yo Woot Pads! No 
1 Ratchets or De- 
composing LMiastics! 
It fits like a glove and 
an be worn with as lit*le dis- 
4 omfort. Call on, or address 
* withstamp, M. LINCOLN. 
7 Ho. (Hamilton Piace. (Beem 
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ACO | cures Pimples, Blackheads 
CUTAY * Ringworm, Baldness, Scall- 
Head, Barber’s Itch, and all Shin Diseases. New 
Specific! $1. a bottle, Circular Free. = 


Dr. E, C. ABBEY, Buffalo, N.Y. 





FOWLE’S 
PILE AND HUMOR CURE 


WARRENTED a perfect curein all the worst 
forms of PitEx, LEPROSY, SCROFULA, KRHEUMA- 
TIsM, SALT RakvuM. CATARRH, KIDNEY Dis- 
EASES, and all diseaxes of tne SKIN, and the greut- 
est BLOOD PURIFIER ever discovered, Entirely 
Vegetable. Luterna! and external use. Money re- 
turned in case of failure. H. D. FOWLE & CO.. 
Montreal and Boston. Sold everywhere. $1 a 
bottle. Send for Pamphlets. 240 eow 





POPHAM’S Beston Earth! Trial Package FREE 

Address with 3ct.stamp. C. A. BRA- 

ASTHMA MAN, Agent, 415 Washington St. 
SPECIFIC Boston, Mass. 202 eow 


SCROFULA 


A sure cure discovered! 

Eradicates the cause from 
the blood. Pamphbletfree. Address R. GREENE, 
M. D., 34 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. 266 








AMILY SCHOOL, Berlin, Ct., Miss C. R. 
Churchill, for thirteen years in New Haven. 
Healthful Jocation. Thorough instruction and kind 
Christian care. Winter term Jan. 25. Refers to 
Rey. Dr, Leonard Bacon and other patrons, 
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Economy and Health 


Doctor Johnsou’s Health Lifts only cost $30 
They are on exhibition and for sale at the Congre- 
gational House, Beacon Street, Boston, The Lift 
isa neat, portable parlor ornament; alittle beauty 
and a complete Gymnasium in itself. 


JOHIN SULLY, AGENT, 
216 Cor. Beacon and Somerset Sts. Boston 


One Third Your Life 


Is spent on your 
bed how impor- 
tant to obtain the 
bed tnat will give 
the most rest, 


The Metallic 
SPRING BED, 


{s the best, softest 
and strongest in use, 
rolis up in a small 
parcel, weighs 
about 35 lbs. needs 
only one mattress, 
bas no bug harbors, 
is conve nitntly 
moved and cleaned, 
is aoisele’s. A fa- 
vorite with invalids 
Discount to clergymen. Send for circular, 


THEO. CARSTEIN, Manufacturer, 


36 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 
Room 12, (Agents Wanted.) ‘ 258 


ANNON’S WHOLESALE CARD 


HOUSE 712 Washington Street. 
Visiting Cards printed from Nickel Silver 
Type. 35 White Bristol, or 25 Tinted, or 12 

Snow Flake. Marble, Repp or Damask, ur 6 Glass, 
or 6 Floral, 10cents, and 1-cent stamp, by mail. or 
furnished youin 5 minutes, or the whole 120 cards, 
in all,60 cents and two3-cent stamps. Allother kinds 
correspondingly low. 60high-pr cards, no two 
alike, 50 cents; three packs $1. Iam supplying 
the trade in al! directions, and with new machines 
shall soon ve able to print six millions per month. 
The cards shall be perfect and satisfactory inevery 
respect. 240 styles. Illustrated Circular, Price 
T ist, etc.. to agents, 10 cents. 


206 W.C. CANNON, Boston, Mass, 

















OATMEAL GLYCERINE. 


The only genuine Oatmeal Soap is ROBINSON’S 
OATMEAL GLYCERINE, Itis the cheapest fine 
Toilet Soap in the world, and a perfect winter soap. 
Made only by ROBINSON BROS, & CO., Boston. 
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Cc. B. MASON & CO, 
May still be found at their old stand 21 & 22 
Dock Square, where they will be happy to see 
all in want of Hats, Caps, Trunks, Umbrellas and 





Gloves at the very Lowest Piices. 342 





A Cluster of Golden Opinions 


BRADBURY PIANG 


Have Manufactured and in use over 14,000 Instruments. 


The peculiar charm of this Piano is its adapta- 
tion to the human voice as an accompaniment, 
Gwing to its sympathetic, mellow, yet rich and 
powerful singing tones, 

$2” From personal acquaintance with this frm, 
we can endorse them as worthy of the fullest con- 
fidence of the public, Weare using the Bradbury 
Pianos in our families, and they give entire satise 
faction, 

Persons at a distance need feel no hesitation ia 
sending for theirillustrated price listand order. 
ing trom it, or to order, second-hand Piancs or Or . 
fans. They are reliable. 

Mrs. U. 8. Grant, Wash. St. Nicholas Hotel, N. Y.)Ry.R.M.Hatéeld. 0. A.J. 

Gen 0. E.Babcock, Wash.’ Gen.O.0. Howard Wash.|RV.L, Beene ce >. Rev. Dasiertures’ Dp: 

Gen W.H.Belkna -W. Bishop .E 8. Janes, N. Y./Dr.J. M, Reid, N. Y, Rev. W.H. DePuy, D D. 

Ch. Justice 8. P. Chase, , Revy.Dr.JdohnMcClintock.| Dr. C, N. Sims, Balt., Md|Rev.Thomus Guard, 

Adm. D. D. Porter, Wash.| Dr. Jas. Cummins, Conn | Dr. H. B. Riogawav, N.Y | Dr. Dun. Wise, N. Y. 

C, Delano, Sec. Int. v. W. M.Punsbon,Lond.! Philip Philips.N. Y. N. | Sands-st. Chnreb B’klyn 

P. M.G. Creswell, Wash./T. 8. Arthur, Phila. Rev. Alf. Cookman, N.Y.| Bishop Merrill, St. Paul 

Rev.O. A. Tiffany. Wash.|/D.J, Chambers, Phila. |Rey. J. E. Cookman,N.Y. Bishop I. W. Wile 

poner Bepmer, Bs a ¥ ita ween Conn: Emeher, Fula. Pa.| Rey. J. 8. Inskip, N Y. 
rand Cent. Ho . Y.|Rv.J.M.Walden. jcago.)Chap. Jabe. Chicago, (Rey. L. inn, 

. Gen, Alvord, U.S. Army. Rev. E. O. Haven,B’klyn. inte non Lee 

Rev. Bradford K. Peirce says: We have had for more than three years in our h 
“Bradbury Pianos,” advertised in our paper by Mr. Freeborn Surresies Smith, ts , AS 
Its tone and touch are admirable, the former being full and sweet, and the latter grateful to the p r- 
former, It preserves its pitch and tune im a remarkable manner, and altogether is one of the st 
instruments that we have seen, It has “nore than fulfilled the promise of Mr. Smith when be sold it 
to us, at his office in New York. We heartily commend bis announcements to such of our readers as 
are proposing to purchase a piano. 


Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage: ‘Friend Smith is a Methodist, but his pia: 3 
ER tale Fn yO Pianos are all orthodox; you ought 


Bishop Ames says: “My Bradbury Piano 1s found after severe test and trial to be equal to all you 
promised, and is in all respects, in richness of tone and singing qualities. everything that could be de- 
sired Yours, truly Baltimore, Md., Jan., 1874, E.R. AMEs.” 

Dr. E.O. Haven says: ** My Bradbury Piano continues to gr bett 
family more and more in love with it.” atid sed SEN SUS ont 

Bishop Simpson says: ** After atrial in his family for years, for beauty ef finish and 
and for splendid quality of tone, our Bradbury Piano cannot be cee” os Pe, 


Dr. J. H. Vincent: “For family worship, social gatherings, the Sabbath-schools and all kipds of 
musical entertainments, g\ve me, in preference to all others. the sweet-toned Bradbury Piao. It 
excels in singing qualities.’ 


Dr. Jas. McCanizy, Carlisle, Pa.: **My Bradbury ts splendid.” 


The best manufactured; warrented for six years. Pianos to let. and rent applied if purchased, 
moathiy installments received for the same, Wid pianos taken in exchange; cash paid tor the same. 
Second: hand pianos at great bargains, from $50 to $200, Pianos tuned and repaired. 


Organs and Melodeons to Clergymen, Sabbath-schools and Church ° 
Send for illustrated price list. Sa 


FREEBORN GARRETSON SMITH, 


Late Supt. for and successor to WM. B. BRADBURY. No. 14 E, Mth Street, bet. Broadway and 5th Ave. 
nue, N. Y. Factory, corner Raymond & Willoughby Sts., Brooklyn. 


| SONG HERALD! 
SONG HERALD 


Newest and best for Singing Schools, etc. By H. 


OF 
R. Palmer, author of Song King. Price, $7.50 per 
rs (ee e a mer dozen; 75 cents each by mail. 
. L] 
BY 








JUST PUBLISHED 


ccmemesintoens: (iene Silas 


LIFE AND LETTERS 


The ** Moody and Sankey Son 
GOSPEL HYMNS Book.” containing all the 


A 

Songs (and m. vth 
SACRED SONGS! by these celcuraied revivals 
ists. Price, board . $30 per hundred; 35 cents each 


REV. R. WHEATLEY. 
by wail. Words only, $5 per hundred; 6 cente 


WITH AN INTROBUCTION BY 
} each by mail. 


BISHOP SIMPSON. | 





AN OCTAVO VOLUME OF OVER 600 PAGES, PALMER’S — The Vade Mecum of Must- 
- Cove 
THEORY OF MUSIC! Wicie «round. Every 


ELEGANTLY BOUND. r 
teacher and student should have it. Bound In clot 


BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY PRESENT," ““""""" — 


< Any book sent post-paid upon receipt of ret 
Sent by Mailon Receiptof Price, $2.50. | prices Trublished by 7 "PON Fecetpt of retaet 


W. C. PALMER, Jr., Publisher. JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


11 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK. CINCINNATI, oO. 
264 
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Get the Best Magazines; Wesleyan Building, 


THE NATIONAL REPOSITORY, Edit- 
36 BROMFIELD STREET. 


ed by Rev. Dr. CURRY. 
The January number is now ready and is ore of 
the most beautiful Magazines of the day in lis me- ROOMS TO LET. One large room, 
chanical department, Each number will contain G a 
as, water an 


ove or more articles illustrated with the very best two smaller rooms. 
ood engravings. 96 pages royal &vo. Its literary 
a No extra charges, and 
rent reasonable. Inquire of 
Miss H. V. OSBORNE — fall of just the right kind of 
reading for the yourg folks, Only $1.60 per year. 
ACCOUNT BOOKS 
OUT—SELLING IMMENSELY—THE | or any desired Pattern Made to Order 
i . . Treats of the 
wee ST tole eal cadens . ssondentel exhibits 
tieutars address quic.ly, HUBBARD BROTHERS, 
Pubs., Springfield, Mass. 
U 7 Nos. 1102 & 1104 Sansom St., Phila, 
premature ear A as- 252 


character will be well sustained by many of the best steam heat. 
JAMES P. MAGEE, 
Mailed free. 

130 State Street. 
curiosities, great days, etc. The best chance of A NEW, NATURAL, and EASY SYS<~ 
suming to be “ official,” ete. 

AGENTS WANTED 




















writers. Price $3.00 per year, mailed free, 
THE GOLDEN HOURS; for Boys and 
Girls. This is a first-class month'y —edited by 
38 Bromfield Street. 
JAMES P. MAGEE, Agent, AARON R. GAY & co 
New England Mc tbodist Depository, 8 ad Le . 
268 38 Bromfield St., Boston. | Stationers and Blank Book Manufacturers, 
CENTENMIAL EXPOSITION | 
DESCRIBED AND ILLUSTRATED. 
lete, richly illustrated, low price 
ori, $80 pases, oly 82:00. Tre TO MUSIC TEACHERS. 
100 years to coin money fast, a% everybody TEM, far superior to any ever before published. 
. 000 asents appointed first M . 
yon cams, I ae eed ee call per: Pamphiet oo this system mailed free, 
MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


Be not deceived by 








HOLIDAY GIFTS. 


We are well supplied with books for the Holf- 
days. Allour own publications in their various 


5.000 } for the STORY of 


CHARLEY ROSS, 


Written by bis Father. A complete account bindings. Also a good variety from other houses, 
of this most Mysterious Abduction and / Bibies in great variety fromthe smallest to the 
Exciting Search. With fac-simile letters and 
illustrations. Out-ells all other weeks. largest: from 35 cts. up to $50. 
oe ay aveeee ig . saniri. Also Chromo Pictures, Chromo Cards, Chrome 
ing HTL BIBLES. aes mina ottoes etc., ete, in great variety, from Prang| 
ings. Address, JOHN &, PUTTER, & ans, ne Taber and others, Call and see what we have. 


lishers, Philade!pnia. JAMES P MAGER, Agent, 


TEMPLE HARP. 260 38 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


A choice selection of Sacred Music for Choirs. 
Siaging-sSchools, etc.. in Aikin’s Seven-Char- 
acter Notes by which anv one can learn to sing in 

















one fourth the time required by other methods, P 5: 5 
B42 ey 
CRYSTAL GEMS. fa ai be 
abies 2G Netheacese Wateweeln's| se yeed i 
rare selection of tunes, the most beautiful and a 3735 bee 
popular ever published, Specimen pages of both the en 23? e? $s 
above mailed free. ei ssees Mm 
THE BEST YET. essed te | 
Our POPULAR FAMILY BIBLE with os Pe #2 
Dilustrated Dictionary, |Concordance. EBs == = 
and other valuable extra matter Spien- Byers i | 
did Illu trations and Engravings. Ele- z =F3° HA = 4 tel 
gant Bindings. Extraordinary induce- Z 283 Z TEES | 
ments to good b 4 oaaes rH a 
; TECTI Be E 2 
AGENTS. Semczar Ruormenron m| = Og FSH ieiem 
MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, o P23 ciltesdstaeeae 
Nos. 1102 & 1104 Sansom St., Phila. & ier Z8c8eaeae.eees? 
oe 240 
WIL LIAM TUFTS 9 | ForROCKLAND, CAMDEN, BELFAST 


SEARSPORT, BUCKSPORT, WINTERPORT, 
HAMPDEN AND BANGOR. 


CATERER, 
The steamer Cambridge, J.P. Johnson, master, 


Odd- Fellows Hall, 513 Tremont Street, | til! further notice, will lave Foster’s wharf, as 

. above. every TUESDAY and FRIDAY EVENING, 

248 at 5 o’clock; and the steamer KATAHDIN, W. R. 

Roix, master, every MONDAY and THUR-DAY 
EVENING, at 5 o’cloek. 


Steamers leaving Boston on Mondays, Tuesdays 

Methodist Almanac, 1877, ee. at Rockland with steamers 
or . sert, 
This very important annual is now ready. Every | ~ rrient Teaeurt tan os - ot Foster's wharf, 
Methodist should have acopy. Send i) cents and | Boston. Aug.3, 1876, 240 
getone, $1.00 per dozen by mail, paid. 
TEMPERANCE ALMANAC, pnobished ow 
Ww DFE in ten b 

by National Temperance Society, 10 cents, tingle; VINEGA . ph liggggy <b F. sacks 
$1.00 per dozen by mail. Springfield, Mass. 362 


James P. Magee, Agent, 38 Bromficld 8t., 
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rs om Is IS KEPT ON FILE | 
SALEM LEAD COMPANY. I" aia OFFICE OF, 


Warranted PURE WHITE LEAD, well- 
known throughout New England as the WHITES! : ; 
FINEST and BEST. 
LEAD TAPE, %-in, wide,on reels, tor Cur- 
tain Sticks. 
LEAD RIBBON, from 2 to 8inches wide : N 
on reels for Builders. 
LEAD PIPE, of any size or thickness. 3 ’ G J 
sare icesfor goods of equalqaalit«. , 


is BROWN, Treseurer, Solem! Mase, 733 SANSOM ST. 
“- PHILADELPHIA, PA._ 
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25 Cents per Box, 5 Boxes for $1.00 
Pike’s Centennial Salt Rheum Salve,is worth ten 
times its cost, to those who suffer with Salt Rheum, 
Chapped Hands, Sore Lips, Burns, Chilblaias 
Corns, etc. Agents Wanted to sell it whole- 
sale and retail Cireulars free (name HERALD). 
J.J. PIKE & CO., Chelsea, Mass. 256 


ZIONS HERALD, 


Free to All New Subscribers 
the balance of the Year. 
EVERY METHODIST SHOULD BEAD 


ins WORCESTER DISTRICT APPORTION WESTS. 

Its columns are constantly filled with Miss’ns. Pr's Aid. igs 

es ter, Trinity Ch , $270 $100 
original matter from the Ablest Pens of | Worerster Laur el St mts i 

ee race Cb., 
the Church. Webster Sa. is) fH a0 
i a St. 

Itisathoroughly Evan gelical Journal, knees . a. ae ¥ 
not afraid to speak against the wrong, North, “ 2 9 
and always ready in the defense of the | Fitebnurg, Ist Chareh, 170 io ‘ 

i Leominster 190 ; 
right. : : Clinton, 120 50 17 
Some of our most intelligent readers Gakdale, % 30 ul 
. . rewsbury 
send us the following endorsements : New kenglaud Village, ~ 0 : 
ary. 

* T value the HERALD above all other Methodist | pase Traseten, 70 8 9 

papers in the werla.” Whitinsville, 90 38 13 
From England: Uxbridge, = = s 
“The HERALD has been the most welcome vis- Webster, 140 4 3 
tor, and its pages read with much pleasure. Dudley, rn is 1s is 
Southbridge, 
From Maine: Charlton, ™ 60 96 
“The HERALD'ranks equal and even above the | Cherry Valley and Leieester, 30 10 5 
ers in the country.” Spencer, 90 38 8 
the very best papers in the y. Warren. 80 36 12 
From East Maine : Wales, = » i: 

“ Z10ON’s HERALD Is one of the ablest Metbedist raga i. = i 

papers in the country.” Rarre ani Hardwick, 50 3 7 
From New Hampshire: Hubbardston, 90 33 13 
Princeton, 42 16 

“The OLD HERALD was never better managed | athol, 13) 52 17 

than now. I am delighted with it.” 8. Rovalston and Philtipston, 30 10 3 
o inche D, 
From Vermont: East Weaseteten, 6 30 10 

“ k Zion’s HERALD for many years. | Ashburnham, ; 

It RD ann yer ably edited, but at no time bet- a ll %0 * 13 
” uu ’ , 

ter than at present. er = = . 

From Massachusetts: East Pepperell, 70 30 10 

Ayer, 30 14 5 


“It is a splendid paper, and when I say that, I in- 
tend to cover the whole ground.” 


From Rhode Island: 


“Itis a grand paper and has always been a bold 
defender of the truth.” 


From Connecticut : 


“The HERALD is the best religious paper on the 
globe.” 


JOHN DELANO, Sec. Dis’t Stewards. 








Money Letters from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1. 

TJ Abbott, J H Allen, SC Adams, A P Adams, S 
T Alling. 

A Bryant, J F Blunt, L E Bixby, W Batchelder, 
P Barnes, L 8 Bolton, G W Bryant, L W Blood. 

M A Chipman, W Cook, A Chase, A Cutler, I N 
Clements, E F Clark, AJ Clifford, W A Clapp, D 
Chureh, H Cardozo, E H Clark, W H Crogman, H 
Chase, J R Clifford, W Carpenter, B Close, 

M Dustin, D T Denny, 

E Edson, W B Eldridge. 

B Foster, F W Fagan, C Fisher, J Fogg, SW 
Foskett. 

K Geham, L B Green, H B Grayes. F Grovenor, 
O L Gillott, A Griffin, G N Goodspeed. 

G Hane ck, WC Hartshorn, F A Heath, M L 
Haley, M Harding, $ Horwell. 

D A Jones, J 8. Jones, 

AJ Kenyon, 

M E Long, C K Lunt, N Lathrop. 

C A Merrill, J R Mills, C C Mason, T C Morse, J 
Martin, E Maynard, J MeFadden, C W Morse. 

E A Newell, D Nash, J H Nutting, J Noon. 

J O Peck, F M Pavey, B H Piper, E C Phipps, M 
Patterson, M Pattee, 

JO Raymond, P Rowell, R D Russell. 

IC Sweatt, W N Sharp, 8 B Smith, E Smith, W 
F Smith, E Spencer, T Stephenson, J Sanford, H A 
Shalles, J B Sanborn. 

E A Toby, L Turner, J H Trow, D H Taylor, ER 
Thorndike. 

E R Walden, M M Webster, F Waterman, N 
Webb, L Ward, J Wagg, G F Wells, L S Winch, W 
P Wrizht. 


One from Wisconsin writes: 


“TI find Zion’s HERALD one of my best helps 
in pulpit preparation. It is so full of suggestive 
thoughts on all leading questions that it compels 
the mind to work.” 

Another from Illinois writes: 

“Z10N’Ss HERALD js the banner journal of our 
Church.” 

From Nebraska 
* I like it the best of all the Church journals.” 
From New York: 


“*IT repeat what I said once before, that ZION’s 
ERALD is one of the best papers that I know, 
ou seem determined that your readers shall not 
need another paper, either secular or religious.” 


From Michigan: 
“ T prize it so highly I feel that Icannot do with- 
@utit. Itisagrand paper.” 
From Indiana: 


**Z10N’S HERALD has been to me a spiritual 
eomforter and counselor, It has responded toa 
longing of my soul. It has been to me what I im- 
agine a faithful pastor is to his peonie.” 


From Mississippi: 


“T am better satisfied with ZION’s HERALD than 
any paper I ever saw.” 


From Iowa: 


“I consider it the best paper published in the 
interest of Methodism.” 


From Missouri 


“The editorals and articles I pronounce of a 
high order and not excelled by any in the Church.” 


From Alabama: 


** ZION’3 HERALD, the Prince of Methodist 
papers.” 








Church Register, 








HERALD CALENDAR. 
Union Fast Day service,in Bromfield St, 


From Maryland: Church, Jan. 19 
. i * Orient Min. Asso., at Columbia Falls, Jan. 22-24 

The list of comp|iments might be ex-| Portland Dis. Conference, at Chestnut St. 
tended almost indefinitely, but enough| Church, Portland, Feb. 19-21 


Rockland Dis. Min. Asso.. at Waldoboro’, Feb, 27, 28 
District Conf., New Bedford, Fourth St., March 5-7 
Norwich Dis. Pieachers’ Meeting, at 
Colchester, March 5-7 
Fall River Dis. Conference, at Brockton, 
Centre Church, March 12-14 | 


has been given to demonstrate that the 
HERALD has appreciative readers in all 
parts of the country. 

We want every minister to take it, 
and recommend it to his people. 


PRICH OF PAPER. 


EASTERN CONFERENCES, 





CONFERENCES. DATE. PLACE. BISHOP. 
Itinerant ministers $1.00 20 cts, additional New England, April 4 Foster, 
Local preachers 2.00 ae en 
All other persons 2.50 for pustage. Providence, 1l, New London, Scott. 
New Hampshire, * 18, Dover, Peck, 
According to the new postage law, publishers| waine, “ 25, Gardiner, Scott. 
are obliged to collect postage, Subscribers are Ve t “ 25. B 
relieved of the trouvle of paying postage at the | ¥<rmont, 5, Barre, Foster. 
office where the paper is delivered, as formerly,| East Maine, May 2, Thomaston, Scott. 


but it is to be seut to the publisher in advance, 

We wish most earnestly to appeal to 
every Methodist minister to see that 
his society is canvassed in the interest 
of Zion's HERALD. 

There is not probably a Church where 
some new subscribers could not be ob- 
tained by a little special effort. 

And let every reader of this paper 
recommend it to his neighbor who may 
not be a subscriber. 


ALONZO S. WEED, Publisher, 
86 Bromfield St., Boston. 





QUARTERLY MEETINGS, 


NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT — FOURTH QUARTER. 

Jan. — 15, W. Dennis; 16, 8. Yarmouth; 19, Barn- 
stable and Yarmouth Port; 20, 21, Osterville; 2', 
Pp. m., Marston’s Mills; 25, Falmouth; 26, East Fal- 
mouth; 27, 28, Sandwich; 28, p. m., W. Sandwich, 

Feb.—2, P cassett; 3,4, Chilmark; 4, eve., North 
Tisbury; 5, Vineyard Haven; 6, W. Falmouth; 9, 
Middleboro’; 10,11, Edgartowa; 11, eve., Vineyard 
Grove; 12, Monument; 18, Wareham; 17, 18, South 
Middleboro’; 18, eve., 8. Carver; 23, Marlon; 24, 25, 
Chatham; 25, eve., E. Harwich; .6, 8, Harwich. 

March —1, Fairhaven; 2, Acushnet; 3, 4, Fourth 
Street; 5-7, District Conference; 7, County St.; 8, 
Pleasant St.; 9, Allen St.; 16, 18, Nantucket; 21, 
Orleans; 22, Eastham; 23, Wellfleet; 24, 25, South 
Truro and Truro; 26, Provincetown,Centre Church; 
27, do., Centenary Ch, 

The District Conference will be held at the 
Fourth Street Church, New Bedford, March 5-7 
(for programme see ZION’S HERALD). It is hoped 
that the pastors will call the attention of all con- 
cerned to this announcement, and that we shall 
have a full attendance, Brethren who have parts 
assigned them, will give interest to the gathering 
by belag present, and prepared. J, MATHER, 

Plymouth, Dec, 28, 1876, 

LYNN DISTRICT — FOURTH QUARTER, 

Jan, —°%, Somerville, Union Square; 10. Lynn, 
Boston Street; 11, Stoneham; 12, Wakefield; 13, 14, 
Reading; 14, p. m., Melrose; b, East Somerville; 
18, Broadway; 2°, 2',{ Lynn, St. Paul’s; 21, p. m., 
Maple St.; eve., Trinity; 22, Cambridge, Cottage 
St.; 23, Lynp, South St.: 24. Charlestown, Monu- 
ment Square; 28, p. m., Kast Saugus; eve., Clif- 
tondale; 30, Cambridge, North Avenue; 31, Cam- 
bridge, East. 

Feb.— 1, Medford; 3, 4. Gloucester, Elm St.; 4, 
p. m., Riverdale; eve., Bay View; 5, Rockport; 6, 
Sulem, Lafayette Street; 7,do., Wesley Ohapel; 9, 
Beverly; 10,11, Woburn; Ll, p. m., Winchester; 
eve., West Medford; 13, Weston; 14, Waltham; 15, 
Watertown; 17, 18, West Chelmsford; 18, p. m., 
Graniteville: 20, West Somerville; 23, Groveland; 
2%, 25, Lowell, St. Paul’s; 25, p. m., Worthen St.; 

Address WEED BROTHERS, eve., Central Church; 26, Highlands; 28, Charles- 
New Haven, Ct. Wee Tere: 

250 . March — 1, Cambridge, Harvard St.; 3, 4, New- 
. buryport, Purchase St.; 4, p.m., Washington St.; 
eve., Byfield; 5, Malden; 10, 11, Lynn, Common St., 
ll, p. m., Swampscott; eve., Marblehead; 14, Ma- 
plewood; 17, 18, Ipswich; 18, p.m., Essex; 24, 25, 
Topsfield ; 25, p. w., Tapleyville; eve., Peabody; 31, 

April 1, North Andover. 

April —1, p.m., Sou.b Lawrence; eve., Ballard- 
vale. D. DORCHESTER. 





Business Motices. 








SARATOGA SPRINGS 
In Winter. 


Reasons fer going to Drs. Strong’s Remedial In- 
stitute in vinter with a description of its Turk- 
ish, Russian, Electrical, Sulphur Air, 
and Mydropathic., Baths, Galvanic and 
Faradaic Electricity, the Equalizer or 
Vacuum Treatment, the Inhalation of 
Compressed and Rarified Air, Oxygen 
Gas, Laryngoscope, Health Lift, Gym- 
mastics, etc.. for the treatment of Nervous, 
Lung, Female, and Chronic Diseases, will be sent 
on application. 

The Institute is unsurpassed in the variety, effi- 
ciency, and completeness of its remedial, appli- 
ances, each of which is approved by the medical 
profession. 

The pubiic rooms and halls are thoroughly ven- 
tilated and warmed by steam. y 





Bed Clothes Fastener Patented. 


Parents can sleep. Children cannot kick off bed 
clothes. Puir sent, post-paid, 50 cents. 





WHAT NEXT? 


A CONSOMPTIVE CURED— When death was 
hourly expected, all remedies having failed, and 
Dr. H. JAMES was experimenting, he accidentally 
made a preparation of [NOIAN HEMP, which cured 
his only child of consumption. He now gives this 
recipe free on receipt Of two stamps to pay ex- 
penses, Hemp also cures night-sweat, nausea at 
the stomach, and will break afresh cold in twenty- 
fourhours AddressCRADDOCK &CoO., 1,032 Race 
Street, Philadelphia, naming this paper. 240 





NORWICH DistRicT — FOURTH QUARTER. 

Jan, —New London, 3; Sachem St., 6, 7, a. m.; 
Norwich North, 7, p. m.; Hopeville, 9; Voluntown, 
1(; Griswold, 11; Jewett City, 12; Willington, 14; 
N. Manchester, 17; 8S. Man., 18; Lebanon, 20, 21; 
Haddam Neck, 27, 28; Portland, 29. 

CATARRH, unless checked in the early stages,| ed. — 8. Glastenbury, 2 and 4, p.m.; E. G.,3 and 
leads to dangerous diseases of the Throat and | 4, a.m; Greeneville,7; Willimantic, 8; Attawau- 
Lungs, and is the ‘orerunner of Consumption e| Zan, 10, 11, a. m.; Danielsonyille, M1, eve; W. Pt., 
Taken when the sy mptowis first appear, SANFORD’s | 15; Thomp., 16; Hazardville,17; Somers, 18; Wap- 
RavIcaL CurRE FOR CATARRH is Instantly ef- | ping, 20-1; Toland Depot, 22 and 23; Gurieyville, 
fective. 242 21-5; Eagleville, 25, eve.; Tolland, 27; Sq. Pond, 28, 

March — Moodus, 2; E. Hamptor, 3 and 4, eve.;: 
Marlboro’, 4; Preachers’ Meeting at Colchester, 5- 
7:8 Springs, 1], a. m.; Staff rdville, ll, eve.; 8, 
Cov., 13; Vernon Depot, 17, 18; Rockville, 18; Burn- 
side, 23 5; Hockanum, 24-5; Quarryville, 26; Wind- 
sorville, 31, April Ll. 

Will the pastors please be careful to report their 
statistics FULLY aud CORRECTLY ? 

W. H. STETSON, 








Do not wear and tear your clotbing by hard rub- 
Ding, with Soaps filled with sand or other adultera- 
tions, but always use “* Beach’s Washing Soap.” 
It needs n° rubbiny, isa perfectly pure soap, and 
will pot i: jure tne finest fabrics. 

208 Beach Soap Co., Lawrence, Mass. 





A penny saved here and there counts up at the 
end of the year. Buy only SILVER TIPPED 
Shoes and you will save do liars instead, 


Also try Wire Quilied Soles, 
252 


ConcorD DISTRICT — FOURTH QUARTER. 

Jan,, 1877 — Suncook, 13 and 14, a. m.: Hooksett 
14, p. m.; Tabernacle Church, 15; St. Paul’s, 16; 
Colebrook, 19 and 21; Pittsburg (D. J. 8.) 20 and 21; 
Columbia, 21, eve., 22; Stark, 23; Milan, 24; Lancas- 
ter, 26 and 28, p. m.; Jefferson, 27 and 28, a. m. 

Feb.—Whitefield, 3 and 4, a. m.; Carrol, 4, p. m.; 
Sandwich, 6; Moultonboro’, 7; Littleton, 8; Grove- 
ton, 9 and 11, p.w.; Stratford, 10 and 11, a. m.; 
Bethlehem, 12; Chichester, 17 and§i8, a. m.; Lou- 
don, 18, p. m.: Lisbon, 24 and 25, a, m,.; Lyman. 
25, p.m.; Landaff. 26; Ramney, 28, 

March — Viymouth, 1; Haverhill, 2 and 4, p. m.; 
E. Haverhill, 3 and 4, a. m.; Piermont, 4, eve.; La- 
conia, 5; Guilfori, 6: Lake Vislage,7; East Tilton, 
8; No. Haverbill, 10 and 11, a.m.; Swittwater, 11, 
p.m.; Warren, 17 and 18: Tilton, 19; Franklia, 21; 
Fisherville, 22; Gilmanton, 24 and 25, 

April — Baker Memorial (Concord), 1; Concord, 
Ist Church, 2; Bow, 4; Manchester, Ist Ch., 7 and 8 

§. Newmarket, N. H., Dec. 26. J. PIKE. 





Consumption Cured. 


An old puysician, retired from active practice, 
having had placed in his hands by an East India 
missionary the formula of a simple vegetable 
remedy tor the speedy and permanentcure 0 con- 
sumptien, bronchitis, catarrh, asthma, and all 
throat and lung affections, a!so a postive and radi- 
eal cure for nervous cemplaints, after having 
thoroughly tested its wonderful curative powers 
in thousands of cases, feels it his duty to maie it 
known te his suffering fellows. Actuated by this 
motive, and a conscievtions desire to relieve hu- 
mah suffering, he will send, free of change, to al) 
who desire it, this recipe, with full directions for 
preparing and success‘ully usiig., Sent by return 
mail by addressing with stamp, naming this paper. 
Dr. W, C. Stevens, 126 Powers, Block, Kochester, 





ALL DAY MEETING.—By vote of the Preachers 
of Boston and vicinity, it has been decided to hold 
an All Day Meeting,in Beomfeld Street Church, 
on Friday, Jan. 19, 1877, beginning at 10 o’clock 
a. ., and continuing witbout intermission through 
the day. All the Churches are inviied. 

D, SHERMAN, 

D. DoRCHESTER. 





CHAPLAIN SPEARE will repeat his Lecture 
upon LIFE SEEN THROUGH PRISON Bags, during 
the coming season, with new incidents, 

Address Charlestown, Mass. 252 





THE WHITE MOUNTAIN MINISTERIAL AS- 
SOCIATION will hold its next meeting at White- 
field, Feb. 18, 14. 

Preaching Tuesday evening, Dockrill; alt., Berry. 
Preaching Wednesday evening, Woods; ailt., 
Beebe. 

The Ancient Burnt Offering and its Teachings, 
Wiusor; The Vead Line, Beebe; How to Conduct 
Prayer and Class-meetings, Brown; Romanism. 
Bailey; Review of the Proceedings of Conference 
Convention at Fisberville, Ruland; American and 
Canadian Methodism Compared, Dockril!; Resur- 
rection, Russel!, Hooper, Robinson; The Interme- 
diate State, Smith, Cushman; The Immortality of 
the Soul, Berry; Is the Second Advent of Christ 
Near or Remote? Davis, Crowley; Holiness, For- 
rest; The Best Method of Promoting Revivals» 
Langford; Statement of the Object and Workings 
of the Benevolent Enterprises of our Church, Pre- 
siding Elder. 

The brethren have selected their own subjects; it 
is to be hoped they will be present to disenss them, 
Wa. EAKINS. 








DOVER DISTRICT PREACHERS’ MEETING 
willne held on Wednesday and Thursday, Feb. i4th 
and 15th,in the M. E. Church, Methuen, Mass., 
commencing at 10 o’clock a. m. ‘ 


PROGRAMME. 


What are the Doctrinal Pre-requisites to Salva- 
tlon? R. Dearborn, C. M. Dinsmore, R. Tilton; 
What is, and what is not a Minister's work? A. 
E Drew, C. H, Chase, A. C. Coult; A Pastor's 
Duty to His Successor, D. Stevenson, 8. G. Kellogg, 
J. Thurston; Best Methods for Raising Church 
Finances, H. Montgomery, N. P. Philbrook, A 
L. Kendall; The preparation of a Sermon‘ 
L. D. Barrows; Answerable and Uuanswer: 
able Prayer, J. F. Spalding, W. C. Tansom, 
L. H. Winslow; The Model Prayer-meeting, J. A, 
Haines, 8. P. Heath, C, W. Taylor; N. T Doctrine 
of Hell,J. Noyes, J W. Walker, A. W. Busker; 
Proper Amusements for Christians, O. W. Scott. 
H Woodward,G. C, Powell; The Nature and Ne- 
cessity of Scriptural Holiness, G. J. Judkins, J, 
H. Knott, W. H. Jones; Relation of a Pastor's 
Wite to the People of His Charge, Mrs. G. J- 
Judkins, Mrs. C. U. Dunning, Mrs. C. A. Cressy; 
One Se’ mon on the Sabbath.or Two—Which? A 
B. Carter, Essay to be followed by free discussion, 
Bible reading. C, A. Cressy. Experiences in City 
Missiorary Work, C. 
Matt. xvi, 16, 18,19, Wm. Hewes. Exegesis: I Peter 
iii, 18, 19,20, W. E. Bennett, N. M. D. Granger, 
Sketches of Sermons, J. P. Frye, J. Higgins, I 

G. Price, J. Cairns 

Sermon Wednesday Evening, C. W. Millen; al- 
ternate, 8. C. Farnbam. 

C, A. Cressy, 
A. C. CoULT, 


} Committee. 
A. W. BUNKER, 





Acknowledgments. 


To the Church and friends in this vicinity who 
have been mindful of our interests, accept my 
warmest thanks for money received sufficient to 
pay expenses to the Centennial Exhibition, and 
also for money and other presents received from 
the Christmas tree. J. W. FULLER. 


Rey. W. 8. Jones and family, of Brunswick, Me., 
were made the subjects of a very pleasant surprise 
on the evening of Dec, 26. At 8 o'clock a large 
number of his parishioners unceremoniously en- 
tered his house with purposes of an apparently 
suspicious character. Being called to order by 
one of their number, the pastor and his family 
were arraigned, and surprised by words of com- 
mendationand encouragement, accompanied with 
gifts ofa varied and beautiful nature. Afcer an hour 
or two of social enjoyment, the company left the 
family to their own reflections upon the value and 
beauty of their presents; and to find, we are as- 
sured, a deeper satisfaction in the courtesy and 
good will which led to such a demonstration. 

Ww. 8. JONES. 








fHarriages. 








Tn this city, Jan. 1, by Rev. R.W. Harlow, of East 
Templeton, Almarin T -owbridge, jr., to Katie Dar- 
ling, both of Boston, 

At the residence of the bride’s parents in Oak- 
dale, Mass., by Rev. N. D. George, assisted by Rey. 
F. T. George, Samuel W Sawyer, of San Francis- 
co, Cal., to Miss Anna M. George, youngest daugh- 
ter of the officiating clergyman. 

In Melrose, Dec. 24, by Kev. S. 8. Sweetser, Dr. 
E. 0, Phinney, of Boston, to Eunice B. Dyer, of B. 

In Florence, Mass., Mov. 15, by Rev. R. F. Hol- 
way, Marsball D. Strong to Lizzie M. McCandless; 
Dec, 28. Htram L. Holcomb to Hattie A. Aiken, 

In New Bedford, Nov 8, at the residence of the 
bride’s father, by Rey, W. F. Crafis. Wm. H. Alien 
to Miss Fila F. Jordan, both of N. B. 

In the M. E. Church, Wellfleet, Dee. 14, by Rev. 
A, ’. Palmer, Horace B. Swett to Nellie R. Baker, 
all of W. 

In Templeton, Dec. 26, by Rev. R. W. Harlow, 
Eecwin Mullett, of Barre, to Miss Althea E. Gibson, 


eT. 

In the M. E, Parsonage at Bridgton, Me., by Rev. 
C. W. Bradlee, Astley L. Burnham to Miss Alice F. 
Seavey. both of B. 

In Eofi Id, Me., Dec. 19, at the residence of the 
bride’s father, by Kev. Walter Farr, of Lincoln, 
Me., Alvert P., oldest son of the late Joho B. Whit 
tier, of E., to Miss Liazie B., third daughter of B. 
Soule, of E. 

In Richmond, Me., Dec. 17, by Rev. F. Grovenor, 
George M. Bean to Miss Hattie F. Hinkley, ail of 


R. 

In Bowdoinham, Me., Dec. 25, by the same, James 
L. Morse to Miss Augusta H. Litile, al! of B. 

In Portland, Sept. 13, by Rev J, R. Day, A. A. 
Poor to Miss Addie A. Fuller: Sept. 27, Eugene O. 
Allen, of Biddeford, to Miss Mattie A. Paul, of 
Saco: Dec. 24, Adin A. B. Arnold, of Everett, Mass., 
to Miss Martha H. Congdin, of Cape Elizabeth; 
Dec, 25, by the same. assisted by Rev. W. H. Ster- 
ling, Preble Davis to Miss Cora H. Stevens, both of 

> 


In South Paris, Me., Dee. 2, by Rev. J. B. Lap- 
haw, Waiton Anderson to Miss Mattie E. Robbics, 
both of Norway. 

In Woolwich, Me,, Nov. 29, by Rev. BE. H. Tunni- 
cliff, at the M. E. Parsonage, Charles L. Wright to 
Miss Delia FP. Hall, both of W.: Dec. 3, at the 
house of the bride’s father (Gardiner H. Brook- 
ings), Edward A. Gray to Miss Ella J. Brookings, 
both of W.; Dec. 17, at the bouse of the bride's 
father (Elbridge Brookings), James H. Blinn to 
Miss Eulatia A. Brookings, both ef W. 

In Pittston, Me., by Rev. G. G. Winslow, James 
B. Hayse. of Chelses, Me,, to Miss Helen G, Bemis, 
of Farmingdale, Me. 

Atthe M. E. Parsonage in Auburn, Me., by Rey. 
George D. Lindsay, Charles P. Lindsey to Mrs, 
Lucinda Lane, both ef Lewiston. 

In Milan, N. H., Nov. 22, by Rev. Abner Keith, 
Ransom Perkins to Miss Abbie Roberts, both of 
W. Milan. 

At Hillsboro’ Bridge, N. H., Sept. 28, by Rev. 
Geo. N. Bryaot, J. H. T. Newell to Mrs. Mary J. 


Savory. 

At Hillsboro’ Lower Village, Noy, 30, by the 
same. George A. Nicho's to Miss Nellie J. Perkins. 

tn Hampstead, N. H., Nov. 6, by Rev. L. H. 
Winslow. at the residence of the bridegroom’s 
father. A'bert H. Wilson to Miss Nellie R. Tabor, 
both of H.: Nov. 16, at the resideuce of the bride’s 
father, Albert W. Little, of Epping, N. H., to Miss 
Ella V. Corson, of H. 
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Deaths. 


In Chester, Vt.. Nov. 27, Lacy Tarbell, wife of the 
late Horace Tarbell, aged 77 years. 

In South San Francisce, Dee. 11, wed Anna, in- 
fant daughter of Rey. D, &. Nichols fe, aged 
26 days; also, on the 18th. their little sen, aged 5 
years, 6 months and 23.days. Pray for the bereaved 
and now childless parents, 














THE CENTENNIAL CHIME OF BELLS 
made by Henry MeShane & Co., of 
Baltimore, which attracted so much at- 
tention during the Exhibition, has been 
sold to Mrs. A. T. Stewart, of New 
York city, for the Stewart Memorial 
Chureh, at Garden City, Long Island. 
The church will be the finest on the con- 
tinent. 


For WASHINGTON AND THE SoOuTH. 
— The most convenient route for reach- 
ing the capital, and all points South 
and Southwest, is by way of the N. Y. 
& N. E. Railroad, which now runs cars 
direct from Boston to Richmond and 
Danville without change. 


Tue Detroir Seep Co., Detroit, 
Mich., have issued their New Floral 
Guide for 1877, which they are offering 
free, by mai}, to all applicants. If you 
want a handsome Floral work and reli- 
able seeds, write to them, 

For THROAT DISEASES AND CouGHs. 
—‘* Brown’s Bronchial Troches,” like 
all other really good things, are fre- 
quently imitated, and purchasers should 
be careful to obtain the genuine article 
prepared by John I. Brown & Sons. 


VEGETINE meets with wonderful suc- 
cess in the cure of Cancer and Cancer- 











Will Rev. B. Haines please send his P. O. ad- 
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ous Humor.. 


U. Dunniig. Exegesis: | 


A Case or CONSUMPTION. 
East Stoneham, Me.; May 12, 1873. 


Messrs. Seth W. Fowle & Sons: 
Gentlemen —I feel it my duty to 
write a few words in favor of Dr, Wis- 
tar's Balsam of Wild Cherry. In the 
early part of last winter I took a severe 
cold, and shortly sfterward a distress- 
ing cough was added to it. My friends 
did everything they could for me, but 
without avail: The best physicians 
that could be preeured did not relieve 
me, and my cough continued with me 
all through the winter with increasing 
severity. I spit blood three or four 
times a day, and my friends consider- 
ing my case hopeless gave me up asa 
confirmed Consumptive. I was in this 
condition when I heard of Dr. Wistar's 
Balsam of Wild Cherry. 1 began its 
use, and before I had taken half a bot- 
tle of it my cough and all my other 
troubles left me, and I was cured. I 
feel so traly indebted to this great rem- 
edy for what it has done for me that I 
send you this voluntary testimony, hop- 
ing it may be the means of inducing 
others, who are suffering as I was, to 
make use of it. It is the best remedy 
for lung complaints that I ever heard 
of, and I am constantly recommending 
it to my friends. 

Yours, with respect, 

Mrs. MELissa M. BALL. 

50 cents and $1 abottle. Sold by all 
druggists. 


Dr. Birmingham’s, the celebrated 
Blood Purifying Physician’s, numerous 
medicines, are all warranted, if the di- 
rections are strictly followed; and are 
put up to suit the case which is under 
treatment. They are purely vegetable, 
all minerals being strictly excluded from 
their composition. 

The resuit of the medicines can be 
seen at his office, as well as thousards 
of recommendations from persons whom 
he has cured ; and thousands of person- 
al testimonies will be gladly given, to 
his great skill in the cure of disease. 

Perfect examinations given to the sat- 
isfaction of all who call upon him, witk- 
out charge, and without questioning. 

His office days are Tuesdays, Wednes- 
days, and Thursdays, from 9 A. M., to 2 
P. M., at 63 Cambridge St., Boston, 
where he will be happy to wait upon 
all who call. 


Lung complaints, Bronchitis, coughs, 
asthma, sore throat, catarahal cough, 
croup, etc., cured by Adamson's Bolan- 
tc Balsam. Price 35 cents. 





CONNECTICUT. 


Norwich District. — The church at Ches- 
terfield was dedicated Thursday, December 
28. Sermon by the Presiding Elder, W. H. 
Stetson. Preaching in the evening by Rev. 
G.E. Fuller, of Colchester. The members 
have labored “‘ with their hands, ” some- 
times till midnight,to prepare a comfortable 
place in which to worship Ged. They have 
succeeded well, and are expecting the glory 
of God to be revealed among them. 

An audience of five hundred attended the 
watch meeting services at the M. E. Church 
in New London, all stopping until the birth 
of the New Year. Dr. Daggett, pastor of 
the second Congregational Church, preached 
a most excellent and appropriate sormov. 
This Church will need a live man to follow 
its vigorous and stirring pastor, J. Gray. 
Norwich is hichly favored with the 
prseence and labors of Rev. Mr. Cook, of 
Boston, and Miss Smiley. The former is 
supplying the pulpit of the Broadway Con- 
gregational Church, and attracting large au- 
diences to his Friday evening lectures. 
Watch-meetings were held with good au- 
diences in the Methodist Churches. 

Brother Anderson, of Danielsonville, who 
has been very sick, is much better. 

Rev. J. T. Benton, of Niantic, was too ill 
to participate in the Christmas services with 
his Church and Sunday-school, greatly to 
the disappointment of his people. 8. 


+ 
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VERMONT. 


The Christmas anniversary at Alburgh 
was an unusually pleasant affair. Over 500 
persons gathered at the M. E. church, 
where songs, recitations, ete., appropriate 
to the occasion, made the evening a great 
delight. The pastor, Brother N. W. Wilder, 
and his family, were generously remem- 
pered. Brother Wilder was presented with 
a fine fur coat valued at $60—the gift of 
the young people of the town. His wife 
received a letter containing a handsome re- 
mittance in cash, and the children all re- 
ceived gifts of less value. Such things help 
to strengthen the bonds of loving interest 
between pastor and people. 

Watch-night services were held in sev- 
eral of our churches according to the cus- 
toms of the early Methodists, and some of 
the later ones. 


At Fairfax, Brother W. D. Maleom had 
invited several of the surrounding charges 
to unite in watch-night services there; but 
the day was unfavorable, so that but few 
came from a distance. Several of the pas- 
tors, however, put in an appearance, and 
an excellent meeting wasenjoyed. . Brother 
Cooper, the Presiding Elder, and Brother 
W. B. Howard of Georgia, were the preach- 
ers on the occasion. Brother Malcom bap- 
tized four persons, eight were received into 
full membership, and several on probation. 
The work on this charge is in a very hope- 
ful condition. 


At St. Albans Brother H. A. Spencer 
had engaged Principal Southworth of our 
seminary at Montpelier, to assist bim the 
last Sunday of the year, and through watch- 
night; but illness the last of the week pre- 
vented him from meeting the engagement, so 
Brother Spencer was leftalone. The ‘* Gos- 
pel workers” held their first anniversary 
on the evening of Dec. 3ist, in the Congre- 
gational church. This occupied the time 
till nine o’clock. Services were then com- 
menced in the M. E. Church, the house be- 
ing filled with an attentive congregation, 
who remained to the close. The pastor 
baptized three persons, received eight into 
full membership, preached a sermon, and 
administered the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper toa large number. The latter ser- 
vice was very solemn and impressive, and 
oceupied the time till within a minute of 12 
o'clock. The congregation then kneeled 
for silent prayer, and passed from the old 
year to the new, and were then dismissed. 
A four days’ meeting was held at Milton 
last week with good results. There was a 
marked interest on the part of the Church, 
and it is hoped that they are prepared to do 
“more and better work for Jesus.” Sev- 
eral unconverted persons sought the Lord, 
and some of them gave good evidence of 
a clear and happy conversion, The pastor, 
Rev. J. W. Guernsey, was assisted by Pre- 





Fairfax, and others. 348 
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Rev. A. W. Luce, formerly of Genesee 
Conference, died at South Bend, Ind., Dec, 
22, aged fifiy-eight years, 


Rev. N. B. Wood, an henored mem- 
ber of the Troy Conference, died at Hartford, 





Dec. Sth. 


siding Elder Cooper, Brother Malcom of 


The degree of D. D. has been conferred 
by the university of South Carolina upon 
Rev. John Carroll, of the Canada Methodist 
Church. 

The Sunday-school of Sands Street Church, 
Brooklyn, have, through their juvenile fes- 
tival, raised $1,500 for the missionary 
treasury. 

A new Methodist Episcopal Church was 
dedicated at Laurvig, Norway, November 
5th. It cost about $5,080 gold, a part of 
which is owed. 


Rev. Dr. A. Lowrey and family are still at 
Leipsic, Germauy. In case the conference 
at Constantinople succeed in averting war 
they will go in the spring to Egypt and Pal- 
estine. 

A beautiful German Methodist Church 
was dedicated the 3d of December, in Nash- 
ville, Ill. It is said to be the finest church 
edifive in the city, and free from debt. Dr. 
Lieberhart, editor of “‘Hans und Herd,” 
preached the dedication sermon. 


The Rev. H. A. Buchtel, a returned mis- 
sionary, stationed at Knightstown, Ind., re- 
ports a glorious revival and 240 inquirers. 


At the last session of the West Texas Con- 
ference, M. E. Church South, six Mexican 
preachers were received on trial, in addi- 
tion to those already at work. 

Charlottesville (N. Y.) reports a glori- 
ous revival. Sixty persons are hopefully 
converted. At Stillwater charge (Newark 
Conference) the revival continues, and more 
than fifty had been found at the altar. Sun- 
day, Dec. 24th, 40 were received into the 
Church on probation. 


The Baltimore ‘‘ American” recently ex- 
pressed an editorial opinion, that Method- 
ism, with its eighty churches, had too many 
edifices in that city to admit of strong and 
healthy Church work in each. But notwith- 
standing the many difficulties, the Churches 
are holding their own, und conspicuously 
those burdened with debt. 

The revival meetings at Allertown, (New- 
ark Conference, J. P. W. Blattenberger, pas- 
tor), resulted in eighty-five conversions. 
Six'y-two have so far united with the 
Church. This makes 215 conversions on 
this charge in three years. All but twelve 
are members or probationers of our own or 
some other Church. 

The annual meeting of the Foochow mis- 
sion was held in Foochow, Oct. 25th to Nov. 
lst. Fraternal courtesies were exchanged 
with the Amoy Churches, and with repre- 
sentatives of the Church of the American 
Board. The questions of native Church sup- 
port and “ the relation of Chinese Customs 
and Beliefs to Christianity,” were discussed. 
The statistics are as follows: Members 1,254, 
last year, 1,227, increase 27; probationers 
536, last year 651, decrease 115; baptisms, 
children 491, last year 436, increase 55; total 
2,281, last year 2,314, decrease 33. Adults 
baptized during the year, 192; children 98; 
died 29; excluded 63. 

A speaker at the London Wesleyan Con- 
ference said that when at tea one evening 
in Kandava, one of the Fiji Islands, the bell 
rang. His missionary host told him that it 
was the signal for family worship, and of 
the 10,000 people on the island he did not 
know of a house where there would not 
then be family prayer. And Fiji was once 
a synonym for cannibalism! 

The Methodists of Australia have sent 
about a dozen natives of Fiji and Simoa as 
missionaries and teachers to the New Brit- 
ain, New Ireland, and Duke of York Is- 
lands in the South Pacific. The natives 
have been to a large extent cannibals, but 
they have been friendly to the missionaries, 
who have erected several chapels among 
them. 





OTHER DENOMINATIONS. 


Benevolent contributions of Dr. J. Hall’s 
(Presbyterian) Church, New York, average 
one hundred dollars per member annually. 

The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions will need, to meet its engagements, in- 
cluding its debt, by April 30, 1877, $437,- 
687.44, or nearly $73,000 per month. 

The Baptists have made rapid progress in 
fitting up their summer camping place on 
Point Chautauqua, Chautauqua Lake. 

The South Australian Baptist Association 
held its annual meetings in Adelaide at the 
close of September. During the year the 
sum of £827 had been raised, and several 
new Churches had been formed, 

Mr. Thomas K. Cree and Mr. George A. 
Hall will again visit the principal cities of 
the South this winter, under the auspices 
of the International Executive Commitiee 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
New York. Mr. Hall and Mr. Cree have 
spent the past two winters in the South with 
much success, having visited all the princi- 
pal cities from Virginia to Texas, They do 
not go out as evangelists, but specially in 
the interest of work for young men. 


There are now in the Turkish Empire 
nearly one hundred and fifty missionaries 
connected with the American Board. They 
are sattered at all the principal centres of 
influence from the Danube tothe Euphrates. 


The American Board since its organiza- 
tion in 1810, has expended sixteen millions 
of dollars, and sent out to the foreign work 
one thousand, one hundred and forty-nine 
missionaries. 

Weekly social meetings at private houses 
are being held by the Y. M. C. A. of Phila- 
delphia. The object is to bring young men 
who have no homes into the home life of the 
city. The meetings are largely attended. 








THE WEEK. 


An extradition treaty between Spain and 
the United States has beerf concluded. 


The debt of New York city was increased 
over $3,000,000 during the year 1876, 


Major, the wife murderer, was hanged at 
the State prison ia Concord, N. H., Friday 
last. He made no confession as was antici- 
pated, and protested his innocence to the 
last. 


Fire in the coal mine at Lykens, Pa., con- 
tinues to burn, and the loss will prove very 
heavy. At least 1.000 men will be thrown 
out of employment by the fire. 

Commodore Vanderbilt died at his resi- 
dence in New York city last Thursday, aged 
82 years. It is estimated that the deceased 
lefta fortune of $85,000,000. The funeral 
services on Sunday were simple and unos- 
tentatious. 

The Erie railroad depot and eight stores 
were destroyed by fire at Corning, N. Y., 
early on the morning of the 4th inst., the 
loss of property amounti:g to $100,000, 
Twelve business houses were also bi rned 
at Bonham, Texas, occasioning a similar 
loss of property. 

The Supreme Court of Massachusetts has 
decided that the person who keeps the sev- 
enth day sacred is not exempt from the pen- 
alties of breaking the Sabbath if he keeps 
open shop and trades on the first day of the 
week. 


Special cable dispatches to the Herald say 
that Russia has 100,000 troops concentrated 
on the frontier ready to march into Turkey, 


readiness for war. The Russian naval prep- 
arations are as complete as eould be expect- 
ed, and the Black Sea fleet is in position at 
the mouth of the Dnieper. This position, 
outside Nicolief and east of Odessa, is well 
situated for offeusive movements. 

The steamer Amerique, from Huvre for 
New York, went ashore at Seabright, four 
miles north of Long Branch, N. J., at three 
o'clock Sunday morning, having on board 
two hundred and sixteen persons, inciud- 
ing officers and crew, all of whom, with the 
exception of three sailors, were rescued in 
the life-car frem the life-saving station. 








CAPE ANN LETTER. 


Mr. Epiror: Among the best things 
of Cape Ann, are the occasional] gather- 
ings of the Methodist preachers and 
their families for ‘‘ auld acquaintance ” 
sake, to eat salt together, and whet their 
Gospel irons by prayer and conference ; 
that with keener edge and power divine 
they may wield the Word. Men break 
up the granite easily and build temples 
and churches, and pave the streets of 
cities, but hearts are not so easily brok- 
en, or the Church of God edified. We 
lament our want of success, and cry 
unto God from this stony end of the 
earth for salvation. Our situation is 
beautiful. There is an ocean view for 
fifteen miles around this cape, unequaled 
for extent and grandeur, as all declare 
who drive around it. Then flowers are 
largely cultivated at all seasons of the 
year, by almosteverybody. According 
to the author of Pelham, who said, 
** When you see a cottage with flowers 
in front, you may be sure the cottager 
is wiser and better than his neighbors,” 
nearly all the neighbors this way are of 
the wiser and better sort. Then fruits 
are various and abundant. From one 
small patch twenty varieties of pears 
were on exhibition at the late horticult- 
ural fair in Rockport, with apples and 
grapes too numerous to count and name. 
There are some of the best gardens 
and farms in New England on this rocky 
cape. The largest fish market in the 
world is said to be the city of Gloucester. 
Then Ipswich clams are not better than 
Riverdale clams; and the parish minis- 
ter has free tickets to hie neighbors’ bar- 
rels, filled with choice, fresh clams. If 
you want the best chowder the cape can 
produce, call at the parsonage and find 
Brother Wilkie ready to serve you. 
People here wonder how they live out 
in the country, particularly in hard 
times, with no ocean to feed them. 

Now, in saying our preachers’ meet- 
ings are among the best of good things, 
only a few of them mentioned, you can 
see how we prize them; and we ask a 
little space for their rccord in your 
crowded paper. 

The last was held Dec. 19, with the 
popular pastor and his excellent wife 
at Bay View. City folks would deem 
it pleasanter there in summer, butt it 
was not so voted by those present in 
their beautiful parsonage. There we met 
Brother J. Toulmin, father of William, 
restored to his usual health after a long 
and severe illness. Three of his 
daughters are the wives of ministers. 
By common consent he was assigned 
the post of honor. The women are ad- 
mitted in this meeting toequal rightsand 
privileges. Themes: ‘ Ecclesiastical 
law,” W. Wilkie; ‘‘Parable of the 
tares and wheat,” A. Gould; ‘‘ Bishops 
pro rata claims — what is to be done 
with those preachers who receive 
their claims and neglect to take the 
Bishops’ collection?” ‘The law of 
revivals,” was not ascertained, but these 
subjects came under due consideration, 
as did also two nice tender turkeys, 
with all the * fixins.” 

A meeting wus held in the evening 
at the church. The sermon was on 
**The joy of salvation, the power of 
the salvation,” by W. A. Braman, of 
Rockport, and was followed by forcible 
remarks and happy testimonies from all 
the preachers; also from Sisters Bra- 
man, Wilkie, and Gould. Then fol- 
lowed an evening sleigh-ride after 
‘* Topsy,” who rendered such excellent 
service on a former occasion, and whom 
Brother Toulmin has now in his posses- 
sion. With the permission of his boys, 
whom she takes to the High School 
daily, in Gloucester, we vote Topsy a 
member of the Cape Ann preachers’ 
meeting. B. 
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*- The Glory of Americais her Women.’» 


WANTED — AGENTS to sell my new and 
* very attractive book, ‘* The Women 
of the Century,” a grand Encyclopedia. A five 
chance for first-class canvassers; nothing like it; 
meeting With splendid success. B. B. RUSSELL, 
Publisher, Boston, Mass. 268 


How often we hear these 
words. Pain in your Back, 
‘ nine limes out of ten, arises 


from Kidnev Disease. 
AUNT’S REMEDY wi!l 


surely cure all Diseases of 
ihe Kidneys, Biaddr_ and 
[Urinary Orgars. TRY 
MUNT’s REMEDY. 
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Contains over 1,200 varieties Vegetable and 
Flower Seeds. COLORED PLATES. Elegant 
wood-cuts of vegetables and flowers. Handsomest 
Guide Published! &@ Send for it. 
DETROIT SEED CO., Detroit, Mich. 
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2d postpaid. J-B, HUSTED, Nassau, Kens, / SGROLL CARDS, 5 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, , houses, Fir 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warrantes, 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vanduzen & Tift, 102 & 104 E. Second St. Cia. 
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MOODY > 


¢ 
and 


SANKEY 
IN BOSTON 


Full Reports of the 
meetings in th Greate 
Tabernacle in Boston, 
which will be begun by 
Mr. Moody about Janu- 
ary 14, 1877, will be 
given inthe 


Boston Daily Globe 


regularly fromday to 
day. In addition to the 
Sermons of Mr. Moody, 
graphic and truthful de- 
scriptions of the general 
services and the inquiry 
meetings, ete., will be 
presented in the Daily 
Globe. The paper will be 
mailed regularly to any 
address,every day at the 
rate of 75 cents per 
month, or $2 for three 
months. Address 


THE GLOBE PUBLISHING (0. 


238 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 
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Gospel Hymns 
INo. * 


By P. P. BLISS, anD IRA D SANKEY 
WILL BE 


READY JAN, 9, 1877. 


Gospel Hymns, No. 2, will be first used by 
Messrs, MOODY and SANEKEY 
at the SPECIAL RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
held by them in Boston. 
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Gospel Hymns, No. 2, 


contains alarge amount of new material especially 
prepared and adapted for sease ns of religious tn- 
terest. It isexpected thatit will be found a worthy 
compeer to “GosPEL HYMNS A*D SACRED 
SONGS,” which has been se universally adopted, 





Price, in Board Comrs. $3? perl00 35 cts. each by mail. 
Words only, Paper, - $5 per 100; 6 “ “ - 


BIGLOW & MAIN, | JOHN CHURCH & CO. 
76 East Oth St., 66 West 4th St., 
NEW YOuKK. | CINCINNATI. 


PISTOL, 





THE 


CHAPMION AIR 





For target practice and shooting 
small game, 

Shoots darts and slugs with accu- 
racy. 
Recommended by Gen. W. T. Sher- 
man, J. F. Lynch, Esq.. of the Aus- 


tralian Rifle Team, and many 
others. 

PRICES: 
INI si ie asin dndoccccccece deve cocesced ¢... 85.00 
Nickel Plated..............--seeeesssees $6.00 


sad 66 rosewood handle... $7.00 
TO BE FOUND IN BOSTON AT 

JOHN P LOVELL & SONS’, 

K. REMINGTON & SONS’, 

WM. READ & SONS’, 

T.P. BARNES & SONS’, 

JUDSON D. HARRIS’. 


Sent by express, C. O. D., to any address. 


POPE MFG. CO., 


High Street, 
BOSTON. 
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assorted, with name 
printed in Gold, “4 
ets, Address A, L. LI'CTLE, Yantic, Conn. 
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CHURCH BELLS. 


[Established in 1820.] 


LLIAM BLAKE & CO.,formerly Henry N 
\ Hooper & Co.. continue to ‘nanufacture 
Bells of any weight re uired. single or in chimes, 
made of Copper and Tin, in the snperior mann r 
for whichth sestablishmenthas so long beennoted. 
Address WILLIAM BLAKE & Co., Cor, Allen, 
Brighton,and Charles Sts.,Boston,Mass. 
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MENEELY & COMPANY. 


Bell Founders; West Troy, N. ¥. 








Fifty years established. CnurCH BELLS and 
CHiMES: ACADEMY, FACTORY BELIS, etc, Im- 
proved Patent Mountings. Catalogues free. No 
agencies. 192 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 
BELL FOUNDERS, TROY. N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS. 
{2 Lilustrated Catalogue sent free. 198 


HcSHANEBELL FOUNDRY 


Manufacture those celebratedBells forCHURCHE® 
ACADEMIES, &c. Price List and Circulars sent 


tree. 
HENRY McSHANE & CO., 

















232 BALTIMORE, MD. 








and the most popu 
to be taken. erms, $1.50 per year. 


ADAMS, BLACK 








notwithstanding the reports of Russia’s un- 
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NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOLTEACHER 


Edited by M.C. Hazarp. Is undoubtedly the ' 
the most therough helpful and inspiring lessons, the best corps of contributors; 
jar editorial departments. Needs only to be examined in ordet 


Clubs of five or more receive six Lesson 


: 8 n lication t 
Papers with each copy KMER' & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO. 
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